
Clarence Barss Robinson, son of Clarence B. (1899-1961) and Mary 
Eleanor (Barss) (1904-1985) Robinson, was born 13 October 1925, 
Newaygo County, Michigan.  Clarence Sr., a World War 
I US Navy veteran, owned and ran a grocery store in 
Okemos prior to his 1941 election to the office of 

Meridian Township Clerk.  He held the Township Clerk 
office until his death in 1961.  Mary Eleanor and Clarence 
were divorced in 1941.  She remarried a man named 
Meeker and moved to San Diego County, California 
where she died in 1985. 
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Young Clarence left school and joined the United 
States Marines Corps 5th Division in 1943.  He was 
described as 6'1" with dark complexion, brown hair 

and brown eyes.   

After stateside 
military basic 
training, Clarence 
was shipped to the 
South Pacific.  His 
5th Division saw its 
first combat action 
at Iwo Jima, taking 
part in the island 
landing 19 
February 1945.  The "Fighting 5th" 
sustained the highest number of 
casualties of the Marine invasion force 
losing over 2,400 men killed, over 

6,000 wounded and having 19 MIA's.   

Clarence was among the wounded number sustaining wounds to back, arm 
and leg.  He was out of action by the 24 of February and hospitalized until 
receiving an honorable discharge in 1946.  

Along with 6 other veterans, 
Clarence returned to Okemos and 
completed the requirements for his 
high school diploma in 1947. 
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Clarence married Irene Florence MacDonald 23 
October 1946, Lake Lansing, Ingham County, 
Michigan.  Irene was born 11 March 1928, 
Saginaw County, Michigan.  The couple moved 
to San Diego County, California where, after 62 
years of marriage, Irene died 24 April 2009.  
Clarence, as of 2018, was still living.  
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)Young Clarence left school and joined the United States Marines Corps 5th Division in 1943.  He was described as 6'1" with dark complexion, brown hair and brown eyes.  

After stateside military basic training, Clarence was shipped to the South Pacific.  His 5th Division saw its first combat action at Iwo Jima, taking part in the island landing 19 February 1945.  The "Fighting 5th" sustained the highest number of casualties of the Marine invasion force losing over 2,400 men killed, over 6,000 wounded and having 19 MIA's.  
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Clarence married Irene Florence MacDonald 23 October 1946, Lake Lansing, Ingham County, Michigan.  Irene was born 11 March 1928, Saginaw County, Michigan.  The couple moved to San Diego County, California where, after 62 years of marriage, Irene died 24 April 2009.  Clarence, as of 2018, was still living. 
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