
Theodore Mark "Ted" Hopkins was one of the fourteen children born to the 
union of Donald James (1902-1988) and Alice (Truman) (1905-1986) 
Hopkins.  Ted, born 2 January 1926, Eaton County, Michigan, attended 

Okemos High School but quit to join the US 
Navy, serving during World War II from 
1943-1946.  At the time of honorable 
discharge July 1946 he was ranked as a 
Petty Officer 3rd Class.  Ted returned home 
and to school graduating with the class of 
1948 from Okemos High School.  His school 

nickname was "Deacon." 

Ted went on to further his education at Taylor 
University, Upland, Grant County, Indiana.  Recalled to 
active military duty in 1950, Ted served during the 
Korean Conflict. 

Lansing State Journal (Lansing, Michigan) Sunday 19 August 
1951 

THEOLOGY STUDENT NOW WITH MARINES OF FIRST DIVISION 

With The First Marine Division In Korea - Navy 
hospital corpsman third class Theodore M. Hopkins 
of Lansing, left theological school last year to come 
to Korea because "I can do a better job physically 
and spiritually here." 

Lansing State Journal, June 29, 1949 

Lansing State Journal, April 30, 1944 



As medical corpsmen for a leatherneck rifle company, Hopkins has been 
overseas since May, and has accompanied his company through bitter 
fighting. 

Hopkins was attending Taylor university in 
Upland, Ind., when 
recalled to active duty in 
February.  He was 
finishing his pre-
theological studies and 
intended to enroll at 
Gordon's school of 
Theology and Missions, 
Boston, Mass. 

Hopkins hopes to go to 
South American to 
preach when he finishes 
school. 

During his spare time in 
Korea, Hopkins assists 
the battalion chaplain 
with services and 

baptisms. 

Ted met his future wife, Ruth Allspaw at Taylor University.  The couple 
married 10 October 1954 and celebrated 57 years and 4 children together.  
Ruth, born 24 November 1930, Indiana, died 7 December 2013, Wayne 
County, Iowa.  Rev. Theodore Hopkins died 8 May 2012, Wayne County.  
Ted and Ruth were interred under one headstone in Pleasantville 
Cemetery, Pleasantville, Marion County, Iowa. 

 

 

Lansing State Journal, August 19, 1951 



Unknown source: 

Theodore "Ted" Hopkins was born in Vermontville, Michigan, January 2, 
1926, and went home to be with his Heavenly Father May 8, 2012, in 
Corydon, Iowa, at the age of 86. Ted was the oldest of 14 children of 
Donald and Alice Truman Hopkins. He is survived by eleven of his siblings. 
 
On October 10, 1954, Ted was united in marriage to Ruth Allspaw. Four 
children were born to this union: Sarah Olson, Phoebe Hopkins, Martha 
(Lynn) Quackenbush, and Rebekah (Martin) Thompson. 
 
Ted was preceded in death by his parents, two brothers, and one 
grandson. He is survived by his wife, Ruth, and four daughters. He is also 
survived by six grandchildren, Eric (Carla) Olson, Maria Olson, Sarah Ruth 
Hopkins (James Silver), John (Simone) Chapman, Mary Beth Chapman, and 
Katie Thompson. He also has four great-grandchildren. Gwendolyn 
Hopkins, Evan Olson, and Marlena and Collette Chapman. 
 
Service 2 pm 5/12/2012 at Corydon Baptist Church. Burial in Pleasantville 
Cemetery. Memorials to the family. 
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