
Jeffery Jim "Jeff" Ashley, son of Paul E. (1910-1974) and Marie I. (Martin) (1921-
1969) Ashley, was born 1 August 1946, Michigan.  His father and 
mother were married 20 June 1941, Henry County, Ohio 

and moved to Ingham County about the time of Jeff's 
birth. 
 
During Jeff's teenage years he lived with guardian 

William T. Fry (1913-1984) who raised prestigious registered Black 
Angus cattle and was also a well-known authority on antiques.   

 
Jeff lived on the Fry farm and was 
highly involved in 4-H and Future 
Farmers of American.   
 
He graduated in 1965 from Okemos High School and went on to further 
his education at Lansing Community College and then graduated in 
1994 from Western Michigan University with a bachelor's degree, 
majoring in law enforcement. 
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Jeff in 1980 became the first Lansing Township 
police officer to graduate from the FBI's National 
Academy at Quantico, Virginia.  He was  
promoted to Lansing Township Chief of Police in 

1981, a position he held until retirement in 1999.  
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In 1969 Jeff's only child, William Allen "Bill" Ashley, was born.  Bill graduated from 
Okemos High in 1987, died in 1995 and was interred Glendale Cemetery, Okemos.  
Jeff and Bill's mother divorced.  Jeff later married Patricia (Dalton) Ellison.  
 
After retiring as a Police Chief, Jeff accepted an assignment with the United Nations.  
He served three tours of duty as Station Commander for the United Nations Mission in 
Kosovo.  Finally, he was a popular “guest speaker” at VFW’s and service clubs, and 
pursued his passion for history, antique’s and fishing. 
 
Jeff succumbed to cancer 22 September 2019. 
 
Jeff was personal friend to all his classmates and a professional, well-respected police 
officer.  He left this world in better shape then he found it – we are eternally grateful.  
 
Sherrie Paty Barber, Okemos Class of 1966 
Okemos Alumni Association 
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Jeffery Jim Ashley of Charlotte passed away on September 22, 2019, at the age of 73, after bravely 

battling cancer with courage and dignity. He was a graduate of 
Okemos High School, Lansing Community College, Western 
Michigan University and the National FBI Academy. 
 
Jeff retired in 1999 after a 30-year law enforcement career with the 
Lansing Township Police Department. After his retirement he 
served three separate missions as a UN police officer/station 
commander for the United Nations Mission in Kosovo. An avid 
outdoorsman, fisherman, antique collector and history buff, Jeff also 
had a special interest in history and artifacts of the Civil War. 
 

Jeff is survived by his wife, Patricia Ashley; stepsons, David (Juli) Ellison and Matthew Ellison; 
grandsons, Sebastian Eaton-Ellison and Max Ellison; and several nieces and nephews. He was 
preceded in death by his parents, Paul and Marie Ashley; son, William Ashley; sisters, Mary "Chris" 
McClean (OHS 1959) and Lynn Hayes-Maceroni (OHS 1967); brother, Paul Ashley (OHS 1960); 
and guardian/mentor, William Fry. 
 
A special thank you to Jeff's doctor at the University of Michigan, Paul Loren Swiecicki, MD, for 
providing Jeff with outstanding care, support and friendship. 
 
A visitation will be held from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. on Wednesday, October 2, 2019 at Pray Funeral 
Home, 401 W. Seminary, Charlotte, MI. A memorial service will be held at 3:00 p.m. following the 



visitation. In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the Head and Neck Molecular Monitoring 
Fund. Please make checks payable to "University of Michigan" and send to Michigan Medicine 
Office of Development, 1000 Oakbrook Dr., Suite 100, Ann Arbor, MI, 48104. You may also call 
734-764-6777 to make your gift. Pre-addressed envelopes will be available at the visitation. 

 


