A TREE GROWS
IN OKEMOS

The Pioneer Family

But the aged Red Cedar River continues to flow along the
banks of Meridian township and the old Indian name of
Okemos is still spoken

Sherrie Paty Barber
Class of 1966



Forward

The summer of 1872 came early in Ingham County. A gathering on the front steps of the Mason Court House arrived to
convene the organizational meeting of the Ingham County Pioneer Society. It was May 28 of that year when the last
surviving founder of Okemos, the Honorable Joseph H. Kilbourne, was named to prepare a history of Meridian
Township.

One year later, the first annual meeting was held on May 27, 1873. Reports were received and presentations
transcribed, carefully detailing every episode of settling the wilderness of the Michigan Territory. Year after year these
meetings of the Pioneer Society recounted encounters with wolves, bears, inclement weather, sickness, hunger and
death. Many stories were gruesome, daring or heroic. Through it all, they persevered. If not for “the Record” and
taking the time to read it, we would have no idea today, what it took to get where we are.

At the second annual meeting on May 26, 1874, the Honorable O.M. Barnes was the speaker of the day. Barnes was one
of the earliest settlers in the Mason area and by now, an elder statesman and fine orator. “The founders of States are
justly held in grateful remembrance. These Ingham county pioneers were founders of new communities, communities
which are now prosperous municipalities.” He continued, “The first of every nation occupies a very conspicuous, and in
some respects a very fortunate place in history. The mind delights to trace things to their beginnings, and to dwell on
the causes and actors that are connected with beginnings.” These words ring with wisdom as we look to the founding of
Okemos and the family lineage that followed.

Although we are following the “first families of Okemos”, there are many others. For it was at the 3™ Annual meeting on
May 25, 1875 that “A resolution was presented and adopted, which designated pioneers as those having lived in
Michigan thirty years and in Ingham county twenty-five years.” As such, there are many Pioneers with us today and we
hope to inspire their own story.

This project came about when | noticed the “John Whitmyer” signed in to the OkemosAlumni.org website. In his Profile,
he listed several relatives that went to Okemos and | knew Mary Wilkins Clausen and Chuck Clausen living down the
street in Forest Hills. But | was particularly struck that John was in the class of 1951! First thinking that he might help us
collect old yearbooks, | emailed him in Mason, and he had several including his mother’s from 1928, the first Tomahawk
issued for Okemos Consolidated Schools. Always known as “Jack”, he invited me down to Mason to see what else he
had collected over the years. | invited Bill Breckenfeld along as my “go to Okemos historian” and consulted with Sky
Tribell who knows more about Okemos relationships by far. “Breck” and | dropped in for a couple of hours (that lasted
8) and left with our mind spinning that the Whitmyers and the Wilkins are related to Kiloourne and Bray, the founding
Pioneers of Okemos!

Jack has since moved to Arizona, and | hate to admit that it took 1 % years to finish this project! You can contact Jack
through the Okemos Alumni website. This book is dedicated to the Whitmyer/Wilkins families.

This report was researched and written by Sherrie Paty Barber, an Okemos graduate from the class of 1966. We are
forever grateful for the enormous task she undertook, voluntarily. Also, thank you to “me” for the hours of
cutting/pasting, design and layout and even burning out my computer from overuse! And, of course, thank you to Jack
Whitmyer for the genealogy, pictures, and yearbooks to get us started.

Rod Ellis, Class of 1965 and President of the Okemos Alumni Association

Hint for Reading

<<Click on the Maps, Charts and Census to view full sized. Just enlarge the newspaper articles to read.>>

Copyright Disclaimer Under Section 107 of the Copyright Act 1976, allowance is made for "fair use" for purposes such as criticism, comment,
news reporting, teaching, scholarship, and research. Fair use is a use permitted by copyright statute that might otherwise be infringing. Non-
profit, educational or personal use tips the balance in favor of fair use.



Pioneer Families: A Tree Grows in Okemos

The Freeman Bray and Joseph Kilbourne families were among the first arrivals to permanently settle during the late
1830's in the tiny central Michigan settlement of what soon would be called Hamilton, Michigan. The following
chronology will follow these families through 8 successive generations of Okemos residents, students and teachers. The
lineage of Okemos pioneers portrays tough, independent farmers and entrepreneurs. The adventurer Kilbourne first
staked out the settlement site for Bray and family...and the legacy began.

Michigan had gained statehood in 1837 and with the 1825 opening of the Erie Canal an eager migration of New
Englanders, speculators and immigrants all seeking farmland began trickling and then pouring westward in the area of
the Great Lakes. In 1818 the first steamboat from Buffalo to Detroit commenced, taking passengers on the 2 1/2-day
route with a fare of $15. “The traveler William Darby, writing from Detroit in August, 1818, says that during more than a
month in which he had been traveling between Geneva, New York, and Detroit, he had seen hundreds going west, but
‘not one in fifty with the intention of settling in Michigan Territory.” (Darby, 1819) For the time being the tide of
immigration turned aside from Michigan with its “interminable swamp” and “sand hills” and favored Ohio, Indiana, and
Illinois.” (Fuller, 1915) Soon a 15-day steamer passage from Boston to Detroit opened up. Unfortunately, the road
system during that era in Michigan was considered deplorable or nonexistent. In most cases, if stage lines operated, it
was not unusual for passengers to have to dismount and walk, climb and slog their way beside the horse drawn coach
towards their destination. Some had to yoke oxen to drive through the dense forests and even build a boat to finish the
journey from Dexter to Lansing.

Originally from the Canada Province of Ontario, both the Bray and Kilbourne families sought good farmland, a water
source and a place to prosper and grow families. Joseph Henry Kilbourne (also spelled Kilbourn and Kilborn) was a
Canadian military veteran who first settled in the Monroe County area but moved on with his established family to the
tiny enclave, later named Hamilton, about 1839.
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“This section map shows Meridian Township as surveyed in 1827 by Musgrave Evans. (Courtesy
of the Friends of Historic Meridian.)

In 1827 Meridian Township was surveyed into 36 Sections. There were no settlements noted on the Range
Map as the land in Meridian was not for sale until October 1830 (Kestenbaum, 1981). Land speculator Eli
Prince buys large parts of Section 21 from the territorial government in 1832. May 13, 1833, Sanford Marsh
buys land <click read citation> on and adjacent to an Indian clearing at a bend in the Cedar River. (Adams,
1923) Marsh moves to the area in 1939 becoming the first settler. Joseph Kilbourne scouts the area and
buys 61 acres, Cedar River north, for $225 from Marsh on October 15, 1839. Kilbourne returns to Northville,
sells the land to his brother-in-law, Freeman Bray, for $300 on February 8, 1840 and both families return to
settle the new territory. The Kilbourne and Bray families sheltered with Sanford Marsh while Bray engaged
the county surveyor, Anson Jackson to lay out a village on this property. Bray named the village Hamilton,
but the future residents changed it to “Okemos” by legislation approved February 12, 1859. (Meridian
Township Historic District Study Committee, 1972)<click read citation>
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Joseph and his first wife, Susan Hughes Kilbourne, would assist in exploring and settlement of Meridian Township, later
helping rename Hamilton to Okemos. Along the way Susan (1812-1846) bore at least 8 children, 5 living to adulthood.

The U. S. Census of 1840

Closeup of the 1840 US Census shows the Kilbourne, Bray and Marsh family count. Click to view the full page.
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The 1840 entry for “Joseph H. Kilborn” probably was recorded incorrectly as he was 31 and there were no other males that age with
them. His wife, Susannah, could have been age 25 to 30, but they also had Joseph's mother, Phebe Adams Kilbourne, with them. The
five children have been correctly accounted for.

Baby (1) Bray By (2) Bray [Chatoe Lovise Bray
j b 14 Dan 1842
l o

<Click the Chart to Enlarge> This first Chart will show
Phebe Kilbourne down to her grandchildren. All lived
or grew up in “Okemos”.

Joseph was prominent locally, was instrumental with development of the area and was the first elected supervisor of
Meridian Township. He was also the first elected State Representative from Ingham County and proposed Lansing as
the permanent Capital of the State of Michigan (Adams, 1923). He married 3 more times after Susan's death, spent
several years speculating in California and died 1 November 1891, Ingham County.

Joseph and Susan's children did not remain in Okemos or Meridian Township. William Vincent Kilbourne, born 17
February 1833, Canada, followed his father to California, seemingly never married, and died in Potter Valley, Mendocino
County, California, 19 January 1923. Daughter Caroline, born 18 July 1836, Canada, married F. A. Jefferies and died in
December 1862. She had one son who died 1889. Joseph Henry Jr., born 18 July 1836, Canada, died Big Rapids,
Mecosta County, Michigan, 10 June 1913.

Samuel L. Kilbourne, born 1838, Canada, died 11 June 1925, Kalamazoo County, Michigan. Samuel was known as a
leading member of the Lansing bar by the 1870’s with business before the Michigan Supreme Court (Kestenbaum, 1981).
Additionally, in 1875, he was elected to the Michigan State Legislature, House of Representatives from Ingham County
(Durant, 1880). The youngest child, Emily Kilbourne, born 28 November 1844 in Michigan, was a schoolteacher and
never married. Schoolteachers were expected to resign if engaged and attend to the farm and family. She died 13
November 1906, Ingham County.


/000/4/8/8/29884/userfiles/file/Books/Paty_BarberSherrie_1966/Tree%20Grows/1840%20Census%20Bray%2CFreeman%2C%20Marsh%2CKilbourne%20r.pdf
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The U. S. Census of 1850

By the 1850 Census, both the Kilbourne and Bray families had moved out the Sanford Marsh settlement. Both
families had their own property and were greatly involved in the community and State development.
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A page from the 1850 US Census. Notice, 18-year-old Joseph Proctor, “School Teacher” at Hamilton (Okemos). A
handwritten notation in the first column under Freeman Bray calls their residence “Hotel” and his occupation “Inn
Keeper”, with a property value of $2,500. Also living in the Hotel is “Caroline C Kilborne” the 16-year-old daughter of
Joseph Kilbourne. Caroline indicates that she attended school this last year and living “in town” with the Bray’s
would make it possible to attend school.

The Kilbourne clan did not take root and thrive in Okemos like the Bray family did. Freeman Bray too was a Canadian.
He married Caroline Cordelia Kilbourne 20 January 1839, Northville, Wayne County, Michigan. Caroline was a sister to


/000/4/8/8/29884/userfiles/file/Books/Paty_BarberSherrie_1966/Tree%20Grows/1850%20Bray%2CFreeman%2C%20Marsh%2CKilbourne%2CCensus_c.pdf

Joseph Kilbourne. Freeman, like his brother-in-law, not only had a zest for pushing on into new ventures but too had an
entrepreneurial spirit. Freeman and his new bride brought their meager possessions into the heavily forested area of
what is now Okemos where only one other known couple, Sanford and Asenath Marsh, were hacking out a livelihood.

“As told in his own biography, Kilbourne, in 1839, followed the Grand River Trail through the wilds of
Mid-Michigan until he came to the planting ground and one-time headquarters of Chief Okemos and
his band of followers.

When he returned to Northville, he purchased in October 1839 the fraction of the west half of the
southeast quarter of Section 21 lying north of the Cedar River and containing approximately 61 acres.
Joseph Kilbourne took out the land in the name of his brother-in-law — just why he used Freeman Bray’s
name no one now knows.

When Kilbourne and Bray brought their families and possessions over the rough, heavily forested trail
from Northville to what is now Okemos — Kilbourne in 1839 and Bray in
January of 1840 — there was no settlement of any consequence until one
reached lonia to the west and north. Mason to the south was just beginning
and Jefferson City, a few miles north of Mason never developed (by 1850 it
had disappeared).”

Sanford and Asenath Marsh were living on the south bank of the Cedar River in their
log cabin situated on the northwest corner of what is now the intersection of Mt.
Hope and Okemos Roads when Mr. Kilbourne came looking for land in 1839. It was
the Marshes who gave the Kilbourne’s and Brays shelter in their log cabin.

It was fortuitous that the Kilbourne’s and Brays encountered Sanford and Asenath as
the Marsh’s had established a respectful relationship with Chief O-Ge-mah. The
Chief, who’s band encamped, farmed, hunted and fished that bend area of the
Cedar River, always called himself “Okemos”. Earlier in life, Chief Okemos was

Freeman Bray, How Okemos Began: A known for his leadership and ferocity in the battle of Sandusky in 1803 and as Chief
::‘i:rn:a:ismry 1956 updated by Ruth iho Chippewa. His tribe had been decimated by smallpox in about 1840. His
surviving tribe scattered and the
“once so bold and fierce, became peace-loving, depending on the
generosity of the pioneers for the greater part of his living”.

The generosity that Sanford and Asenath afforded Chief Okemos was
likewise extended to the Kilbourne and Bray families. It was here that
the Marsh’s sheltered both the Bray and Kilbourne families until they
could begin to fell trees and erect cabins of their own.

Freeman and Joseph partnered in building a trading post that exchanged
goods with local Indians, occasional land speculators, surveyors, trappers
and eventually other homesteaders. In 1839-40, they built a large log
house at the East end of Clinton St. that was known as “Hotel”
(Unknown, 1945 abt).

One of the reasons for the need for hospitality in Okemor was the construction of & modern
wooden road theoush the heart of the village. The plank road was built 10 speed travel between
the capital city of Lansing o the original capital site of Detrok. The trip decressed from three to
six days along retted or muddy dirt roads down to 10 1o 12 hours slong the plank med.

1851 Meridian Twp. Chapter 7, Jane Rose
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In 1841, Freeman Bray platted the area north of the Cedar River and named it Hamilton. Nevertheless, residents in the

plat called it Okemos. Freeman became the official postmaster in 1842, receiving . .
The Lansing State Republican, Sep 16,1863
]

Fire at Oxemos —We learned, but too !

mail weekly. The mail delivery stop was officially referred to as Sanford,
named in honor of the local pioneer, Sanford Marsh. Freeman Bray would

o ) ) ) - iate for our last issue, that the saw and grist
remain in this capacity off and on until the Civil War. mill of E. Walker, Esq, at Okemos, was de=
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This was a hard-time era for both Kilbourne and Bray families. Survival was difficult and there were few to no
conveniences. Freeman and Caroline lost their first two babies to fever, probably diphtheria. The first child to survive
was Charlotte Louise, followed in birth order by Phebe Miller, Susan Elizabeth and last in 1851 a son, Mahlon Augustus.

By the time of Mahlon's birth, a new era had dawned. Trading was well established, the road system had improved,
good land had been and was being cleared, waterpower was in plenty supply and the community of Hamilton had been
recognized. Freeman Bray was the postmaster, inn and tavern-keeper, overseer of roads in District No. 4, had sold land
for homes, a cemetery, and a school, and had established a large well-built home of their own, no longer living with the
Marsh'’s.

It was the 1849 California gold rush which spurred Freeman Bray to dream of speculations on the west coast. Freeman,
having already sold his flour mill, joined with Joseph Kilbourne and left family and friends heading west in 1852.
Caroline was left to take hold of the reins and step into Freeman's shoes. She would capably manage the family
property and businesses for the next several years, all the while caring for the 4 growing children. Additionally, she
purchased an 80-acre lot off Hamilton Rd., West of the Hamilton plat.

Freeman returned from prospecting gold in 1856 and built a large new
residence for the family and began expanding his farmland on the 80-
acre lot at 2270 Hamilton Rd.

Freeman Bray home, built 1856, Piture by Okemos
Historical Society, Walking Tour June...2018




In 1859 the hamlet of Hamilton was renamed Okemos. In 1862 the Post Office followed suit with its name change. The
following year marked the death of the First Citizen of Okemos, Sanford Marsh.

The Lansmg State Republican, Feb 15, 1859

The Lansing State Republican, June 4, 1862

Saturday, February 5.
P TITIONS,
- Fora new represcutative distriet; for the di-)
ion of Berrion county : for the registration ¢
s, Jdeaths and marriages: for women saf-
o: to chauge the name of the village of
iilton to Vaemos . against the chattering of
in Calhonn county; to repeal the ch
Pontise and Groveland piank road co

The Lansing State Republican, May 20, 1863

The Lansing State Republican, Aug 17, 1864

The Bray children grew up. Charlotte, the oldest, married in 1862 John P.
Hewitt. Phebe wed Gustavus Washburn in 1868. Susan and Alexander
Stevens tied the knot in 1872. And the youngest, Mahlon, married Jennie
Dieckman in 1879.

Freeman Bray died of heart failure, 22 May 1895 and Caroline followed in
death, by typhoid fever, a few months later, 1 December 1895. They lived
to carve out a community from wilderness and died leaving their creation
in the capable hands of future generations. Freeman and Caroline were
interred Riverside Cemetery,

The Lansing State Republican, May 16, 1866

Okemos.

Their daughter, Charlotte Bray,

1 fron Lbean 2841 porn 19 December 1842, and

| mlgm internal, consequently the re. | husband, John Hewitt, remained

| sult we know not. 1t is hoped by alarge | living in Okemos.

circle of friends that they will not prove
dangerous. At the tme of writing be 5| Charlotte and John would

' " successfully raise 3 children on their

Alaiedon Township farm: J. Merritt

(1863-1943), Archie Lee (1867-

1960) and Edith C. (1870-1940).
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Charlotte also took in and raised her deceased sister's daughter, Lottie
Washburn. Lottie often used the Hewitt surname instead of Washburn.

e T | i]
el |

_; Phebe Bray and Gustavus were the
— . parents of 5 children: Flora, Lottie,
Freeman, Clyde and Carrie (Burns).
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Lottie Washburn, after her mother's death, 6 July 1881, went to live with her Aunt
Charlotte Hewitt. Gustavus Washburn later remarried and moved to Saginaw ter, Mrs. Carrle Burns of Sants
County where he died in 1902. Both Washburn sons moved to California where

they died. Freeman died in 1933 and Clyde in 1944.

Flora was deaf and mute. She married in 1893
Peter McNulty who also was deaf and mute.

The couple had one son, Thomas Peter, a
World War | naval veteran. Flora died in 1966
and was interred Leek Cemetery. The remains
of her husband, Peter McNulty, who died in
1943, were interred in Detroit. Thomas the son
was interred Grand Lawn Cemetery, Wayne
County, Michigan.

—— e = -

MeNULTY—Thomas P. aof 2008
Seward: husband of Ruth: stepfa-
ther of Mrs. Robert Bradford, James
and Philip Daigneau: son of Mrs,
Lora NcNult{. Services at Schmalz-
riedt Sons Funeral Home., 16625
Grand River, Saturday at 3 n. m.

Death of Clyde Washburn, grandson of
Freeman Bray. Lansing State Journal,
Feb 22, 1944

-|Kin Learn of Death
Of Ex-Ingham Man

Word has been received by rela-
tives here of the death of Clyde G.
Washburn, 70, at the home in Azusa,
Cal., February 10.

Mr. Washburn was born in Alaei-
don township and spent his early
yvears within a few miles of his
birthplace. He was a grandson
of Freeman Bray who laid out the
village of Okemos. In early man-
hood, he left this locality to work
in the lumber woods.  of northern
Michigan and Wisconsin. He finally
settled in California where he be-
came a successful orange grower.

Besides the widow, Jessie, he is
survived by two sons, Archie of Riv-
erside, Cal, and Robert, in the
United States navy somewhere  in
the Pacific; one daughter, Mrs.
Ruth Crew of Glendora, Cal., a sis-
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Ana, Cal, a half-sister, Mrs. Mel
Rhodes of Atascadero, Cal., and six
grandchildren; two sisters and a
half-sister in Michigan, Mrs. Flora
McNulty of Detroit, Mrs. Irvin Wil-
kins of Mason, and Mrs. Joseph
Curtiss of Saginaw, and a number
of cousins in both states.

Mr. and Mrs. Washburn visited
Michigan relatives and friends dur-
ing the summer of 1930.
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Susan Bray and husband Alexander Stevens moved to California between 1880-1900. The 1880 Ingham County U. S.
Census (insert link) enumerated them farming in Alaiedon Township but by 1900 they were residents of Orange County,
California. The couple raised 5 children, all who remained on the west coast. Susan, born 15 July 1847, died 11 April

The LosAnqeles Times, Apr 13, 1901  1901. She was 53. Alexander, age 75, died 28 February 1920. They were interred

lﬂlﬂl Stevens, aged 53, died
at Tustin. The remaing will be shipped
lmmrmng to Savannah for Inter-

1 m_“.'-._ e b mvicacmabilles An

Detroit Free Press, Sep 7, 1906
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MUA Bray & SOns of Okemos,
had a lot of Duroc Jersey swine on
show and captured ten firsts, seven
seconds, three sweepstakes and thel
grand champion prize. Also grand
champion on free for all,

Mahlon Bray, like his father Freeman before him, had an entrepreneurial business mind. He and wife Jennie May (1862-

, ~ SANTA ANA BREVITIES. Savannah Memorial Park Cemetery, Rosemead, Los Angeles County, California.

Santa Ana Register, Mar 1, 1920

ISTEVENS—In Santa Ana, Cal., Feh

28, 1920, at his home, 631 North
Parton street, Alexander Stevens,
aged 75 years.
Funeral services were held this
afternoon at 1 o'clock from Smith &
Tuthill’'s chapel. Interment in Sav-

|annah cemetery.

1930) worked hard and built an excellent crop and livestock farm in Okemos. His Duroc Jersey Swine, a very hardy,
orangish to red colored domestic pig, produced large liters and was an excellent table meat. Mahlon also had

Shropshire sheep and Shorthorn cattle stock.

Lansing State Journal, Aug 11, 1913

oEGOND aTORM
DUPLIGATE
PREVDUG NIGHT

A severe electrical storm swept over
the city Saturday night and practically
duplicated another which wrought ex-
tensive damage through this section
of the state 24 hours previously. The
second storm, while of less duration,
undid much of the wire repairs which
had been made during the day and
crippled additional telephones and
lighting service.

Thought College Burning.

Immediately after the storm four
fires, caused by lightning, could he
counted around the city. Two near
Okemos, one of which was the barns
of Mahlon Bray, lighted up the east-
ern sky for miles about the country-
side and gave rise to disturbing
rumors in the business district that
one of the buildings at M. A. C. had
been struck.

Another barn fire was discerned
northward at a distance of about five
miles from the city, while another,
apparently at a much greater distance
could be seen to the west. Hail ac-
companied Saturday night's storm,
though not as heavily as on Friday
evening. Considerable damage was
suffered by sewer contractors whose
excavations were caved in by the
heavy rainfall of two consecutive
nights.

The True Northerner, Mar 8, 1901

Lansing Man Robbed.

Langing, Mich,, March 5—M. A,
Bray of Okemos, who was a candidate
for the democratic nomination for

sheriff last fall, yielded up $50 in cash
to a couple of bunco men in Chicagu
last Saturday. He was hailed on thue
street by an individual who claimed
| acquaintance with a couple of prom-
inent Lansing men, who, he said, were
about to order some clothes made in
Chicago and wanted fo see samples of
the goods. PBray agreed to be accom-
modating to the extent of packing the
samples to Lansing and accompanied
the stranger to a room to procure the
package. While in the room he was

attacked by three men and robbed.

Lansing State Journal, Apr 8, 1915

Jay M. Smith, county superinten-
dent of the poor, is receiving requesis
for the abandoned baby that was left

this week at the Mahlen Bray home
near Okemos. The child, however,
already has bLeen found a home by

the county agent.

Mahlon died 1 December 1916, age 65. He and Jennie were interred Riverside Cemetery, Okemos.




Lansing State Journal, Dec 9, 1916

MAHLON K. BRAY OF
UKEMOS 15 DEAD

Owned Big Farm, Including
Cemetery, and Lived Near
Lansing for 66 Years.

Mahlon A. Bray, Michigan pioneer,
died at his home Saturday morning

at the age of 66 years. Mr. Bray
owns the Bray estate commonly
known *“Pioneer Farm.” The farm

comprises 176 acres of land at Okes-
mos and includes the Okemos cem-
etery in which he will be buried.

Mr. Bray is survived by his widow,
one son, Charles Bray, who lives on
the farm, and three daughters, Mrs.
Mary Hammond, Okemos, Mrs. J.
Mecker, Okemos, and Miss Caroline
iJray, school teacher in l.ogan street
school in Lansing.

Mr. Bray was born in Okemos in
1851. He was educated 2zand has
lived in this vicinity for 66 vears. His
death is believed to have been the re-
sult of peritonitis. He was an Odd
IFFellow and a Mason and these lodges

Lansing State Journal, Mar 29, 1918

will take part in his funeral Monday |

at 1 o'clock in the Okemos Methodist
church.

Nellie (1888-1971) married a Meridian Township farmer, Oscar Becker

(1888-1977).

Lansing State Journal, Oct 24, 1977

To settle the estate of

at Public Auction on

on the Ploneer Farm, jus!
beginning at 9.00 a. m..

26 Head of Cattle
heifer calves short horns
old, 2 grade Durham cows,
Horn buli 1 year old.

10 Head Pure bred
to farrow soon,

l y and Grain—10 tons (x
bushels of oats.

21 Head of Horses and Colts—!1 Percheron stallion
1 Percheron stallion “E
old. 1 bhrown driving m
1 xeld!r' {1 vears old, g
grldirgs 2 years old, I co
36 Head Shro
I-AR\! Tu(-l S—>McCo

sows due

TERMS OF SAL
months’ or one year's time.

AUCTION SALE |

the late Mahlon A. Bray, the administrator will sell

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 3

s, 4 mv calves short horns, can be reg., 3
ade heifer calves, 1 grade heifer 1 year
1 registered white Short

horn cows,

boars weight 100 to 150 pounds, 15

. 125 tons silage, 400

“Ingomar” 18 years old,
Percheron mares 2 to 10 years
are 4 cars old, weight 1200,

3 vears old, 3 grey

Joe'*\'2 ||"\ past, § reg.

pshire

r. disc harrow,
3 buggigs, I carts,
hoes, bags

3 WAgONDS,
, forks, shovels,

sale will be sold:
Cash or acceptable note

there will be nothing bid in.
at 6 per cent Interest for six

BRAY ESTATE ‘

MAHLON A.

PER CHAS. BRAY, ADMINISTRSTOR.

Mahlon and Jennie had had 4 children: Caroline Belle, Charles, Mary Jane and
Nellie Edith. Both Caroline (1880-1974), who never married, and Mary Jane
(1886-1968), who married Robert Hammond (1889-1917) and was widowed
| early, were for a time teacher’s in the Okemos school.

Lansing State Journal, Feb 27, 1930,
(Jennie May is Mahlon Brays widow.)

Mrs. Jenme May l’- ray

Mrs. Jennie May Bray. widow of the
late .\X.\l‘.l(vzx Bray. d:ed \’&'cd:‘.esda}'
at the e of her daughter, Mrs.
Nellie . near Okemos. She was

born at On('llp\ and had been a life-
long resident vicinity. She is

survived by one son. Charles, of Dans-

of the

Lansing State Journal, Oct 27, 1971

Nellie E. Becker

Mrs. Nellie E. Becker, 83, of
4777 Powell Rd., Okemos, died
in her home today.

A lifelong resident of Oke-
mos, she was a member of the
Okemos Pioneer Society.

She is survived by her hus-
hand, O. J.; two daughters,
Mrs. Allan Barron of Wyan-
dotte and Mrs. Neil O. Barrick
of Keves, Okla.; four grand-
crildren and a sister, Miss
Caroline Bray of Grand Rap-
1ds.

Services will be Friday at
2:30 p.m. in the Gorsline-Run-
ciman East Chapel, East Lan-
sing, with burial in Glendale
Cemetery.

BECKER, 0.J.

Formerly of
4777 Powell Rd.

Okemos

Age 89, died Oct. 21, 1977.
Born January 1, 1888 in
Ingham County. Mr.
Becker had been a life
long resident of the Oke-
mos area and was a re-
tired farmer. He was a
member of the North
Street Church of Naza-
rene. Mr. Becker was
preceded in death by his
wnfe Nellie and daughter
Jennie Barron. Surviving
are a daughter and son-
in-law, Neil O. (Esther
E.) Barrick of Elkhart

held Tuesday 10 a.m. at
the Gorsline-Runciman

rene officiating. Inter-
ment will be at Glendale
Pallbearers

ville: three du""ht rs. Caroline Bray,
nsing, Mrs. Mary Hammond,
and Mrs. Nellie
. three grandchildren:
s, Lizzie Dingman,
and Mrs. Mary Haney, Lan-
sing; and two brothers, August Dick-
man, Oxemos, and Car]l Dickman, of
Mason. Funeral services will be held
| from the home of the daughter, Mrs.
! Nellie Becker, Friday af:cmoon at 2
oclock. I t"“w*em will be in the
Okemes cemetery.

Mary Jane and Nellie were interred Glendale Cemetery,
Okemos. Caroline (insert link) was buried at Riverside,
Okemos with her parents.



Charles "Charlie" Bray, Mahlon's only son, was born 23 June 1881,

and was the last living direct descendent from Freeman Bray to
carry the surname. Charlie was plagued by a life of unfortunate
events, such as “running the Governor off the road”!

Charlie, a hog farmer in Wheatland Township, Ingham County, did
not marry until 1932. He and wife had no children.

Lansing State Journal, Mar 12, 1954

Charlie H. Bray,
70, Dies in Car

Prominent Hog Farmer Was
Returning from Owosso

VN
P S =
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(Special to The State Journal)

WILLIAMSTON, March 12 —
Charlie H. Bray, 70, prominent
Wheatfield township hog farmer,
died unexpectedly Thursday after-
noon while returning home from
Owosso.

Mr. Bray died in his car near
Perry after he had stopped his car
to remove a bottle from the road.
With him at the time was his wife,
Martha. Charlie died 11 March

He was the son of a pioneer fam- i
ily in the Okemos area. Besides 1954 and was interred
the widow, survivors include two| Glendale Cemetery,
stepsons, Frank H. Marble of Wil-
liamston and Glen Marble of Kan-| Okemos.
sas City, Kan,, and three sisters,
Miss Caroline Bray of East Lan-
sing, Mrs. Nellie Beck of Okemos
and Mrs. Mary Hammond of Grand
Ledge.

Funeral services will be held at
Gorsline Brothers funeral home
Sunday at 2 p. m. Rev. Harold
Reese of the Williamston Baptist
church will officiate. Burial will

be in Glendale cemetery.
—__—
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Lansing State Journal, Oct 18, 1936

MISHAP PERILS

GOV.HT/GERALD

'Executive Uninjured When
| Machines Collide Near |

1 Fowlerville i
et |

! FOWLERVILLE, Oct. 17 (UP) -
Gov. Frank D. Fitzgerald was unin-|
ured Saturday when the automobile
in which he was riding to the state
rally of the National Union for Social |
Justice at the Detroit fair grounds col-
lided with another machine on US-16, |
west of here [

Governor Fitzgeraid's car was driven
by Corp. Verne C. Dagen of the Michi-
gan state police. It crashed with cne
driven by Charles Bray of Williamston
as Bray attempted to make a left turn

( the highway |

The impact forced the governor's
ichine from the pavement It |

iimbed half way up a road .\nmll(?";‘

nd traveled at a perilous angle for
| more than 20 yards before it could be
halted. Neither machine was seriously

d;u'“ ved

| Riding with the governor was H. O.

8 "N

|| Weitschat, his .M‘*c:u*\'. and Murl H.!

| Dafoe, editor of the Charlotte Repub- |
{ lican Tribune. Bray was accompanied |
bv his wife and their niece.

What began as one small twig on the Bray family tree sprouted further generations. Lottie Althea Washburn,
granddaughter of Freeman Bray, was born 24 April 1878 and lost her mother when she was 3. Uncle John and Aunt
Charlotte (Bray) Hewitt took the little girl in and raised her on the Hewitt farm.


/000/4/8/8/29884/userfiles/file/Books/Paty_BarberSherrie_1966/Tree%20Grows/Chart-Descendants%20of%20Freeman%20Bray3.pdf

Lottie graduated from Mason High School, Mason, Michigan in 1898 and
married Irvin Wilkins 19 March 1903, in the Hewitt home, Alaiedon
Township.

Lottie's husband, Irvin Amhurst Wilkins, son of Edward Nathaniel and
Aroline Elissa (Crane) Wilkins, was born 31 October 1876, Alaiedon
Township. He was named for his Uncle Irven (spelling on tombstone) who
died as a small child. Irvin's father, Edward, was enumerated as a 12-year-

old boy, born Ohio, living in Alaiedon
Lansing State Republican, Oct 5, 1864

BEeo. Kiin, Austin Rigg, Township during the 1850 Ingham
B e, day, County, Michigan U. S. Federal
| Reube by ,1,:\"4":'\'{‘;‘!:1"’{1‘. Census. In 1864 Edward was
e > :\!:f!‘.:-‘.'1\‘-h.\l.';,'ffrl.'_mus' drafted into the Civil War out of
Geo. W. Browr Nathan A Benuert, | Alaiedon Township.

rville S. Rathbun, Orville True,
N ',““",““l” Irvin would be a 3rd generation to
j Vo D. strickland, - Edward N. Wilk farm the township land. A 1914
ll.\l.ll. Eseltine Henry E. Gibson,
Ingham County Indexed County

Land Ownership Map recorded Irvin owning 60 acres of property. His

brother, Clair Elden Wilkins was recorded having at least 120 acres nearby.

Irvin and Lottie would celebrate 55 years and 6 children together. Sadly
their 2nd infant son died at 4 days of age in 1907. He was interred at Leek
Cemetery, Okemos.

Lottie bore 5 other children, George Lester, Naomi, Rex Owen, Dale Elwin
and Ralph Glen.

Lansing State Journal, Apr 28, 1915

Mrs. Charlotte Hewitt, of Okemos,
died at the home of her son. J. 2\l
Hewitt, 122 Allen st., Tuesday even-
ing, after an illness of six weeks. Be-
sides the son at whose home she died.
she is survived hy a son, A I.. He-

daughters. Mrs. Howard Moore, of
Mason. She nleso leaves 12 grand-
Okemos in 1843, and with the excep- |
he a prayer service at the house
Thursday at 12:30 o'clock, after which
the body will be taken ton Okemos.

where the funeral will be held from
the M. E. chureh at 2 a'clock.

Lansing State Journal, Nov 26, 1914

Citizens Telephone Co.

See this space tomorrow for a cut of the wonderful ma
chine that is used to operate the Automatic Telephone
or better still, visit the Electrical Show and see the ma
chine in operation. It is this apparatus that has giver
Lansing its marvelous telephone service.

Telephones installed in Oct. 1914
19—3L 1S Aldred Yerks. 1
2164 M. F. Hughes. ?
2842 Grange Life Insurance Association.
2844 I. M. Loftus.

2851 Mrs. E. A. Bartram.

2861 W. Phil Walters.

2864 Bert Allshouse. o
2959 Dr. M. L. Howell. *

3055 J. L. Putman.

3581 Gen'l Accident Fire and Life Assur. Co.
3813 John Hewitt.

7209 C. S. Langdon,

7221 E. S. Burden. \ 4
7223 George Klotz.

7247 L. C. Emmons,

2700 T Gills

7319 Mrs. Ellen Ivory.

7409 A. K. Chittenden.

7606 Carroll G. Clay.

7648 Maurice F. Johnson.

7671 Pearl Bishop.

7949 M. M. McCool.

7990 E. J. Mellott.

8033 D. W. Rowley.

8044 Dr. A. F. Gordon. |

8265 Dr. C. A. Griffin.

8822 Carl Dewey.

8862 Henry Seemiller.

8959 Claud B. Randall.

8971 William C. Friegal.

9115 Archie A. Fowler.

9509 Aurorean Society.

9576 Eugene Parker.

9594 Mrs. W. L. Smith.

8313 Earl C. Kiefer.

8314 A. A. Grifhn.

8321 Rev. B. L. Post.

8322 Allen B. Howard.

8415 John Build.

8416 Clarence H. Reed.

8423 John M. Manning.

Lottie would be there to bury her beloved Uncle John Hewitt, born 8
witt, of Henderson., Mich, and two March 1839, dying 31 October 1902. His death would be attributed to
Haslett, and Miss Lottie Wilkine, of €Xhaustionand "disseminated spinal sclerosis."

children.  Mrs  Hewlitt was born at Aunt Charlotte Hewitt would succumb to liver and heart problems, 27
tion of five vears spent at Muskegon, APril1915, at herson J. Merritt's home in Lansing. John and Charlotte
lived there all her life. There will | were interred together, Leek Cemetery, Okemos.



The Irvin and Lottie Wilkins farm thrived. Not only was there a new yield of nurtured children in the farmhouse but cash
crops and swine were cultivated on the land. The children grew, married and the grandchildren abounded.

Lansing State Journal, Mar 20, 1947

|
|
|

|

rms in Original
Pioneer Families

(Special to The State Journal)

OKEMOS, March 20—The Cen-
tennial celebration in Lansing
brings many early facts to the
minds of the residents of this vicin-
ity, particularly from those families
which are classed as pioneer. At the

time of the coming of the capital to
Lansing township, Ingham county
had a number of settlements such
as the one at Okemos. Three farms
south of the village are still owned
by the families who received the
deeds from the government over 100
vears ago. The Dobie farm, owned
and lived on by Don Dobie, on Do-
bie road; the Stillman farm on the
same road, owned by Mrs. Roy Still-
man, and the Wilkins farm on the
Okemos-Mason road, owned
ated by Irvin Wilkins, all
to the years of 1839-

Lansing State Journal, Oct 28, 1968

M AT NPT

Lottie A. Wilkins

Mrs. Lottie A. Wilkins, 90.
fqrmerly of 2976 Okemos Road.
died Sunday in a local hospital
after a long illness.

She was a member of the
Okemos Community Church
and Okemos Pioneer Ladies.
She lived in Ingham County all
her life.

Surviving are a daughter,
Mrs. John F. Whitmyer of Wil-
liamston; four sons, George L.
of Jackson, Rex 0. of Grand
Rapids, Dale E. of R. 4,
Mason, and Ralph Glen of Oke-
mos; 15 grandchildren; and 21
great-grandchildren.

Services will be Wednesday
at 11 a.m. in the Ball Dunn Fu-
neral Home, Mason, with bur-
ial in Leek Cemetery, Alaiedon
Township.

|
I
1

Lansing State Journal, Mar 24, 1943

OBSERVE ANNIVERSARY

{Special to The State Journal)

| OKEMOS, March 24 — Mr. and
iMrs. Irvin Wilkins observed their
{40th wedding anniversary Sunday,
March 21, as honor guests at an
open house at their home. Thirty
members of their family were pres-
ent and five people who were pres- |
jent at their marriage ceremony, the
llatter Mrs. Mary Bray Hammond,
[Mrs. Nellle Bray Becker, Charles
(Bray and Mr..and Mrs. Merritt
Hewitt. The couple were married at
the Hewitt home, one mile west of
where they live now. by the former

Reverend Wilson of Mason.

Lansing State Journal, Oct 31, 1951

I ber, four-day-old Keith Kelley Wil-
{kins, and the baby's mother, Mrs.

-ibaby is the 14th grandchild.

I i
Family Dinner Held

% Honoring Man’s Birthday

(Special to The State Journal)

OKEMOS, Oct. 31—Twenty-four
members of the Irvin Wilkins fam-
ily sat down to a 75th birthday
dinner in his honor Sunday at the
home of his daughter and family,\
the John Whitmyers, south of Oke-
mos. All his children and grand-
children except the newest mem-

Rex Wilkins, were presgnt. This|

One of the older grandsons, Da-

vid, son of Lester Wilkins, who is a
high school senior at Jackson,|
showed colored slides he took this|
summer while en route to and at-|
tending the International Scout
jamboree in Austria. The trip took
the delegates, via Algiers, Africa
and Italy, to the convention coun-|
try. |
Mr. Wilkins is a lifelong resident |
of the community, where he lives|
on the pioneer family farm on!
Sandhill and Okemos roads, the|
farm being one of the first to hel
settled in Alaiedon township in the|
late 1830s.

Irvin died 30 May 1958.
He and Lottie had
celebrated 55 years
together the preceding
March.

Lottie passed away 26 October 1968. Irvin and Lottie were interred Leek
Cemetery, Okemos.




George Lester, the oldest Wilkins
child, born 8 May 1904,
graduated from Mason High
School, Mason, Ingham County in
1919.

Lansing State Journal, Aug 13, 1923

Charles White,
enjoyving a trip through the
westerin states has returned to
his home in Mason. He and
Lester Wilkins left Mason several
|weeks ago to go to Dakota. There
|they worked in the grain fields for
la short time and then Charles
land another friend went on west.

whn has been

| They visited the Yellowstone Na-
Itional Park, Glacier National

|Park and several other points of
|interest. Lester has not vyet re-
turned to his home here.
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To any person legally authorized to solemnize marriage,

Breeting:

Pt

Marriage Licenae

o tanie @County, Michigan 34

Marrtage May Be Solemnized Between

M 3IFER Lo TALK NS ant M. 4881

appears that said

Searea. L. Milking

Cayier

AMdavit haviog been filed in this ofice, as provided by Public Act No. 128, Laws of 1387, as amended, by which it

22 of age,

<ot

, Tesidence 3 Isata, Mah. o

color 5. TRABQ......

and birthplace was

occupation I

father’s name

+y 80d Mother’s maiden name

Lattie

Hexits

has been previously married..... B0 . time.@...; and that sald

A.-Snyler

1523 yours of age, color is......EH4R Jacace 1

Toleda, Dk a

birthplace was ... DBE0LE,. HLCR.. .. oo

~0cCupation 18......

~, and mother’s maiden name ws.

father’s nams

. ormon H. Snyder

and who has been previously marriod. ...

and whe

has Dot attaiici the age of eighteon years, has been filed fn my office

seal of ...Jonla.

Para

time. ., and whose malden namo Was

.consent, In case she

on’s or Guardfan's

3 Witness Wiyrreat, 1 have hereunto attached my hand and the

County, Michigan, thi 15¢h

o A D, 1925
\(\' LA

Between Mr.

Neputy

@ertificate of Marriage

George L. Wilkinsg am..188 Dorotay A.;/Sinyéet

County Clerk,

henedng. ...
August

marriage by me, at....

on the........ E¥EDY, y—f 1ret SR

BT ——

ngkan eeny, Michigan,
£D.192..8, 12 e presence

3 hersby certtfy that, in accordance with the above license, the ps\m?ﬁu mentioned ware jolned in

Lois E. Snyder of Masq

Mich.

Lottie A. Wilkins ) of Magon

Mich,

Name of Magistrate or Clergyman.

. T ;:g;sz,lm..}g.t_zgsﬁ.._w.__

Olergyman

Offictal Title.

o be retained hy the County Clerk unti] the original fs returned; when ft fs to be comploted by onderss, -
et and lor warded at the Brst f (he TToning month to the Nichigun Depatiment of Heith

———-Mason High School, Class of 1919

George Lester Wilkins

He married Dorothy A.
Snyder, 15 August 1926,
lonia County, Michigan,
and went on to have a
long career with
Consumer Power
Company of Michigan. He
and Dorothy had two
children. Cynthia and
David celebrated 69 years
of marriage. The couple
moved from Michigan to
Kerr County, Texas in their
retirement years.
Dorothy, born 8 July 1903,
died 25 May 1996, Kerr
County. George Lester
died 14 September 1999,
Kerr County. George and
Dorothy were interred
Leek Cemetery, Okemos.

‘ady, Russell MeCormick, Virgil Kinscy, Campbell
cha, Murlel Barr, Alta Gillett, Letha Seutt, Gladys
i

bel Swan, Ruth Riggs, Elsie Droscha. Bottom Row-—Alice

The Kerrville Times, Sep 16, 1999

Fe

GRIMES
Funeral Chapels

GEORGE L. WILKINS
Interment in Mason

KERRVILLE - Mr. George L.
Wilkins, 95, of Kerrville, passed
away Tuesday, Sept. 14, 1999,
at a Kerrville nursing center.
Mr. Wilkins was born May 8,
1904, in Mason, Mich., to Irving
Wilkins and Lottie Hewitt
Wilkins.

He married Dorothy Watson
on Aug. 21, 1926, in Michigan.
She preceded him in death on
May 25, 1996.

Mr. Wilkins was a retired
manager of Consumers Power
Company.

Survivors include one daugh-
ter, Mrs. Cynthia Youse of
Wyorrussmg, Penn.; one son, Mr.
Dave Wilkins of Bridgeport,
Conn.; five grandchildren; and
seven great-grandchildren.

Mr. Wilkins was cremated
with interment to follow at
Mason, Mich.

Funeral arrangements are
under the direction of Grimes
Funeral Chapels of Kerrville.

N



Lansing State Journal, Sep 29, 1938

Rex Owen Wilkins was born 23 August 1913. He graduated from Okemos High
School in 1931 and went on to obtain a bachelor's

Lansing State Journal, Sep 17, 1946

TREE TRIMMERS -~ For utility hne’ degree in forestry from Michigan
clearance work. Permanent year around
emplovment. Must _be 18 to 20 years| State College.
of age. Michigan Shade Tree Co. Call
or see our local foreman, Rex Wilkins.
4708 N. Okemos Rd., Okemos. after &
p. m. Phone 87693.

He married Ethel May Kelley 24 September 1938, Ingham County. Ethel was a 1933
graduate of Okemos High and furthered her education with a graduation from Acme
Business College, Lansing.

Lansing State Journal, Jun 11, 1957

Okemos Board of Education
(Special to The State Journal)

Rex, during the 1950's, was a member of the omosd:ﬁu:: 11 — Robert

Okemos School board and later president of  elected t:ntho Okemos school

1956 Tomahawk

the board.

He was active in many Meridian Township
activities over the years including with the Okemos
Community Church as the 1956 Building Committee
Chairman when the new church's sanctuary and social hall
was erected.

Rex and Ethel had 3 children, Kim, Mary and Keith, all who
graduated from Okemos.

Lansing State Journal, Oct 1, 1991

Cheboygan

Age 75, died Sunday,
September 29, 1991 in
Petoskey. She was
born January 5, 1916
in Farwell; attended
Okemos schools, grad-
uating in 1933, and
Acme Business College
in Lansing. She lived
in Okemos most of her
life, residing a few
years in Grand Rapids
prior to moving to
Cheboygan in 1978.
She was married for
53 years to Rex 0. Wil-
kins. She was loved
and admired by her
husband, family and
friends for her love of
people and her uplift-
ing attitude toward
life. She is survived by

Wilkins and wife Mary
Jean; grandchildren,
Kelley and James; son,
Keith Wilkins and wife
Ingrid; grandchildren,
Stephanie and Natalie;
daughter, Mary Clau-
sen; grandchildren,
Gregg and Eric; 1 sis-
ter, Margaret Eno;
several nieces and
nephews. Memorial
services will be held
11 a.m. Thursday, Oc-
tober 3, at the Okemos
Community Church
with Rev. David Evans
officiating. The family
asks that those wishing
to give memorials re-
member the American
Cancer Society or the
Okemos Community
Church.

C. A. Gunn, Trustee: John Whitmyer, Treasurer; Herman Jason, President; Rex Wilkins,
Secretary. Not pictured: Maynard Eberly, Trystee.

The Board of Education is a group of men who have dedicated
hours of work to the education of the community’s youth. It is their
planning which gives us the necessary improvements in our schools, the
new buildings as they are needed, and an administration and faculty
to carry out the philosophy of the Okemos school.

These men play an important role by giving generously of their
time throughout the year to carry out plans for our benefit and to help
us attain our ideals.

Ethel, born 5 January 1916, passed away 29 September 1991,
right after their 53rd wedding anniversary. Rex died 11
November 2012, age 99. Rex and Ethel were interred Leek
Cemetery, Okemos.



/000/4/8/8/29884/userfiles/file/Books/Paty_BarberSherrie_1966/Tree%20Grows/Chart-Descendants%20of%20Freeman%20Bray4.pdf

Dale Elwin Wilkins was born 18 April 1915 and graduated from Okemos High School in 1935. Dale was still working on

the family centennial farm when he married Miss Gladys Marie Woodhull, 2 March 1940.

Lansing State Journal, Mar 7, 1940

Shaftsburg Girl
Weds Mason Man

Miss Gladys Marie Woodhull,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Dan
Woodhull of Shaftsburg, became

the bride of Dale E. Wilkins, son  Gladys, born 25 June 1916, would have 3 children, Leota, Daniel and Michael, and

of Mr. and Mrs. Orvin A, Wilkins

of Mason, Saturday evening at celebrate 55 years of marriage with Dale before she died 11 March 1995. Dale retired in

services performed at the home of

her aunt and uncle, Mr. and Mrs 1978 from employment with Michigan State University and would pass away soon after

Floyd F. Curtis on North Capitol

e Gladys, 4 December 1995. Dale and Gladys were interred East Lawn Memory Gardens,

The Rev. Mr. Myron E. Hoyt of
Okemos Methodist church read Okemos.
the service before members of the
immediate families and a few
close friends.

The bride chose a floor-length
gown of light blue crepe for her
wedding, and she carried a bou-
quet of blue iris and pink sweet
peas. Miss Esther Whitmyer of
Okemos, her only attendant, wore
aqua blue, and her bouquet was of
spring flowers in shades of yellow.
Wesley C. Woodhull, brother of
the bride, acted as groomsman.

Mixed spring flowers and palms
decorated the Iliving room and
dining room of the Curtis home,
and refreshments were served at
tables in the dining room. After
a short wedding trip, the bride
and groom will make their home
near Mason.

Youngest child, Ralph Glen Wilkins, was born 12 July
1918 and graduated in 1937 from Okemos High School. Ralph married 18-year-old
Laura Maybelle Cook on her birthday, 14 October 1939, Okemos. Ralph joined the US
Navy during World War Il. He was listed as Ingham County draft registrant number
3384 in the Lansing State Journal newspaper dated 31 October 1940.

Lansing State Journal, Oct 23, 1955

Ralph and Laura were very
involved with the Eastern
Star organization. Ralph
was also engaged with the
Masonic Lodge and
American Legion. Ralph, an
electrician, and Laura had 3
children, Diane, Walter and
Gary (1944-2003), during
their 56 years of marriage.

-‘.-,
B G ¥

MRS. LAURA WILKINS RALPH G. WILKINS
Worthy Matron Worthy Patron

Lansing State Journal, Oct 17, 1939

b ¢
hl4 nnounce Marriage

= Of Okemos Couple
f {Special IO_TP-IC_:SI(;[C Jouinal?
OKEMOS, Oct. 17 — A wedding,
ilovcly in its simplicity of appoint-
|

e

|

n o

4

ments, occwred at the Community
o church Saturday afterncon at 2:30
I- lo'clock when Miss Laura Maybeth Cook|
€| became the bride of Ralph Glenn Wil-;

~ |kins with the Rev, M. E. Hoyt reading)
|1

X s. Genevieve Van Eppe sang|
i[O, Promise Me." |
{The bridal party was made up of!
'two little three-vear-old girls, Nancy!
| Whitmeyer dressed in blue and Chris-|
ltene Holly dressed in pink, preceding
Pithe bride who came in on the arm of
her father Martin Cook., Her sister,
Miss Pearl Cook, gowned in yellow,
as her bridesmaid while Dale Wil-
brother of the bridegroom. was
t man. The dainty pastel colors
of the attendants’ dresses set off the
white gown and veil of the bride as

e |the. party stood before the church

M Eeud Uy

cts" ros
vhere at
les a lunch was|
from central
|
ki s the eldest daughterj
of Mr. and Mrs. Martin Cook. near|
¢ |Shaftsbure, and she has been a stu-|
| ,‘dent at the Haslett schools. She chose
rther 18th birthday as her wedding da}x'
. |October 14
L1 Mr. Wilkins is the son of Mr. and
- Mrs, Irvin Wilkins, south of Okemos.
and is a graduate of the Okemos|
school. As an employe in electrical)
~|/work for the Consumers Power com-}
- ipany, he is stationed at Grand Ledge.
'iwhere for the present the young cou-
3}ple will live.




Laura died 4 July 1996, Michigan. Ralph passed away soon after Laura, 22 July 1996. Their ashes were placed at Hi Jolly

Cemetery, Quartzsite, La Pas County, Arizona.

Lansing State Journal, Jul 6, 1996

WILKINS, LAURA MAYBELLE
Morrice

Age 74, died Thursday, July 4th at
home. Born in Barryton, Ml on Oc-
tober 14, 1921, the child of Martin
and Pauline (Sandusky) Cook. Lau-
ra attended Haslett schools and re-
sided in the Haslett area most of her
life. She was married to Ralph Wil-
kins on October 14, 1939 at the Oke-
mos Community Church. She was
affiliated with the Shaftsburg Unit-
ed Methodist Church and active in
PTA; Past Matron of Okemos East-
ern Star; member of the Methodist
Women's Society; taught Sunday
school and sang in the choir. She
was a homemaker who also enjoyed
rock collecting, cookinﬁ and sew-
ing. Survived by her husband; 3
children, Diane (David) Colister of
Morrice, Walter (Kit) of Haslett and
Gary of Lansing; 9 grandchildren;
13 great-grandchildren; 2 sisters,
Pearl (Don) Lewis of Indian Lake
and Pauline (Bill) Coffey of Florida;
also many nieces and nephews. Pre-
deceased by 2 brothers, Sherwood
and Martin “Mike” Cook and 1 sis-
ter, Margaret Totten. Memorial ser-
vices will be held at Okemos Ma-
sonic Temple - 2175 Hamilton Rd.,
Okemos on Thursday, July 11, at 5

.m, Pastor Carrol Fowler officiat-
ing. There will be no visitation. Me-
morials may be made to the Hospice
or United Methodist Church of
Shaﬁsbur&. Arrangements by the
Nelson House Funeral Homes,

Perry.

Lansing State Journal, Jul 27, 1996

e 78, died Monday, July 22, 1996
at his home. He was born in Mason,
MI on July 12, 1918 the son of Irvin
A. and Lottie (Bra%) Wilkins. He
graduated from Okemos High

chool and had spent most of his
life in Haslett and Arizona. He mar-
ried Laura M. Cook at the Okemos
Community Church on October 14,
1939 and she predeceased him on
July 4, 1996. He was a member of
the Shaftsburg United Methodist
Church, active in many church ac-
tivities including Sunday School
Teacher and choir member. He was
a past patron of Okemos Eastern
Star Lodge and past Master of Ma-
sonic Lodge, member of the Ameri-
can Legion, Lansing Chapter of the
SPEBSOSA, member and past Pres-
ident of the QIA. Mr. Wilkins also
enjoyed working on silver jewelry
and rock collecting. He served in
the U.S. Navy during World War II
and was an electrician and member
of L.LB.E.W. for 57 years. He is sur-
vived by 3 children, Diane (David)
Colister of Morrice, Walter (Kit) of
Haslett and Gary of Lansing; 9
ﬁrandchildren; 13 great grandchil-
ren; 1 sister, Naomi (John) Whit-
myer; and 2 brothers, Lester and
Rex Wilkins. Preceded in death by
his wife and 1 brother, Dale. Funer-
al services will be held 5 p.m. Mon-
day, July 29, 1996 at the Okemos
Masonic Temple, 2175 Hamilton
Rd., Okemos with Pastor Carroll
Fowler officiating. There will be no
visitation. Memorials may be made
to Hospice of Owosso, Shaftsburg
tlillniﬁd Mgtk_}odistl Church and/or
e Masonic Temple. Amugements
;?' the Nelson-House Funeral
ome, Perry.



Naomi, born 22 December 1910, was the only Wilkins daughter. She graduated from Okemos High School in 1928 and
married fellow class of '28 Okemos graduate John Freeman Whitmyer 29 March 1932, Ingham County.

1928 was the first year that Okemos published a yearbook. Click the school picture below to look at Naomi Wilkins
yearbook “The Tomahawk Volume| Okemos Consolidated School 1928”

Lansing State Journal, Mar 30, 1932

snounce Marriage

M and Mrs. I. A. Wilkins
unce the marriage of their
Nzomi, to John F. Whitmyer,
f Mr. and Mrs. F. P. Whitmy
kemos. The ceremony took p

e home of the bride's

ch 19. - i

John, born 9 August 1910, began management of the Okemos Elevator on Okemos Road, next to the railroad track, in
1939, later becoming sole owner.


/000/4/8/8/29884/userfiles/file/Books/Paty_BarberSherrie_1966/Tree%20Grows/1928%20High%20School%20student%20picture-600compressed.pdf

After a devastating 1947 fire, John rebuilt the elevator, operating it until it's
closing in 1965.

Lansing State Journal, Mar 8, 1942

THE recreaifon park at Okemos is built on a pic-
turesque spot on the Red Cedar, on the south edge
of the village. It is known as Ferguson park. in honor
of the late John R. Fergucon, a former township su-
pervisor who lost his life by drowning when a bhoat in
which he was riding capsized on Lake Superior some
years ago. The park proves to be a popular place in
summer. It is equipped with picnic tables, and facili-
ties for outdoor cooking. Clear. cold water is avail-
able from a flowing pipe. It is maintained by the
county highway commission.

a5
al, Oct 17, 1947

|Okemos Elevator
Granted $18,000

Damages Assessed Against
Consumers Power

A circuit court jury Thursday aft-
lernoon assessed - $18,000 damages
‘against the Consumers Power com-
‘pany, in fa%or of the Okemos Ele-
vator company, whose building was ¢
destroyed by fire last March because A
'of a defective high voltage wire of
the power firm.

Less than two hours of delibera-
tion was taken by the jury before re-
turning its verdict in favor of the
elevator company. =

The firm had charged Consumers
Power with negligence in failing to
repair a broken power line carrying i
4,400 volts of electricity, that fell on i
twp primary wires leading to the |
elévator causing the fire. |

Consumers were accused of failing i
to send a repair crew to the elevator ||
after having been informed of the [
break in the power line. The power |
firm conceded from the outset of the
trial that the broken wire had
caused the fire but denied negli-
gence for the break.

The elevator, located south of Oke- /!
mos near the New York Central I
railroad tracks, was completely de- i
molished by fire on the afternoon of
March 25. The building and equip-
ment was valued at $21,000 and its
inventory comprising seed and feed
which was also lost in the fire, was
valued at $12,000. John Whitmyer is
manager of the firm.

Fred C. Newman, Lansing attor-
ney, represented the firm in the suit,
while Clayton F. Jennings, another
local attorney, was counsel for Con-
sumers Power company.

The Okemos Men's club, a luncheon group. meets
lonee each month and provides a social outlet, as well
as an important organization for carrying on the vil-

ident of the club and LeRoy Bell is secretary.

The Wonch Battery company, manufacturer of
i:toraqe batteries is owned by Leslie G. Wonch of Lan-
sing snd hes E. K. Kiger of Okemos as plant man-
ager. The Okemos Elevator company is managed by
lJo'sm Whitmyer.

| Unincornorated. Okemos is governed by the Mer-
|idian township officers, John Green, Haslett, super-
'visor, and C. B. Robinson as clerk, Willlam Donley,
treasurer,

Rev. Harold Jayne is pastor of the Methodist
church and Rev, F. L. Curry Is pastor of the Bap-
tist church.

Mildred Schoch Hagberg. whose Studio House at
O%enios 1s a mecca for hundreds interested in weav-
ing and metal work. has developed & little institu-
tion that is unique in this section. An old barn has
been transformed into an artistic studio home, where
IMrs. Hagberg nroduces masterpieces of copper, pewter,
silver and brass ¢ ..cts of great workmanship. She
also excells in weaving and pottery making.

Okemos nas two physicans, Dr. Roy O. Webb and
D W. Roberts.

- L
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lage community octivities. Walter Southworth is pres-




John and Naomi operated the rebuilt Elevator together until they closed it in 1965. Naomi did all the bookkeeping.

"OKEMOS

ELEVATOR
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Lansing,

Michigan

Okemos Grain Elevator Yields to Urbanization

By WILLIAM J. DUCHAINE
Journal Staff Writer

Urbanization of the one-time,
rural O] a is threaten-
ing a familiar landmark from
the local scene.

The Okemos Elevator Co. Is
going out of business.

John F. Whitmyer, owner-

Vacation
Safety
Tips Given

Systematic Travel
Plan Recommended
By MSU Authority

Family vacation travels need
a systematic safety program,
advises Louis F. Twardzik, park|
and recreation specialist at
Michigan State University.

Safety devices on cars and
roads can be
parents don’t plan for a sare
trip, he declared, especiall;
children are along.

And, by making safety a part Th

family participation and fun,
)le adds, a safety program need’
not defract from travel pleas-

Twardﬂk makes these sug-

veling, one mem-
ber of !.he 1amuy should be as-
signed ln keep the driver “‘com-|
‘pany,” so he won't doze.
The “buddy system” of wa-
ter safety fame should apply to
es_when visitin;

E

band anmond coll:ded wnh

|manager, will leave Monday ror‘closm" of a business that has‘two years ago. He’ll resume his

lrade declined with the urbani-the Whitmyers explained, grain,
of the Okemos area. Cou-crops have been reduced be-

ville, where he will
‘manager of one of the two dnzen]
\elevators in the Wallace & Mor-|
- ley chian.

the public auction of fertilizers,
feeds and the rest of the in-
ventory to be held on Saturday,
July 17.

His son, Jack, 32, will be
around, however, to witness the

Eight Hurt

In Lansing
'Acc1dents

| Eight persons were injured in
Lansmg lralﬁc accidents late

| I’aul A Woodford, 19, of 1610
|Downey St., was taken to St.
Lawrence llmpxlal Thursday
night with a possible fractured|
left foot, head cuts and bruises.|
He was injured in a car-motor-
cyele collision at Washington|
Avenue and Lenawee Street
{about 10 p.m. Police said he was
driving the motorcycle when it
collided with a car driven by
James K. Hansen, 3420 W. Main
/st

Mrs.- Joanne Dwyer, 401 Les-|
lie Ave., was treated at Lansing
General Hospital Thursday night’
for neck injuries after a car po-
lice said was driven by her hus-

He's leaving a week before .

Jank suffered a back m]unl

A FAREWELL LOOK — John |§

F. Whitmyer, owner-manager
of the Okemos Elevator Co.,
stands in front of the elevator
along the C&O railroad tracks.
A former Meridian T

treasurer and member of the
Okemos Board of Education,
Whitmyer will leave Monday
to become a manager of the
Caseville elevator of the Wal-
lace & Morley Co. The Okemos
elevator, which has been in
the Whitmyer family 45 years,
will go out of husiness next
week. (State Journal Photo)

at MSU in the fall.

Beginning about 1960, the farm

pled with the shrinkage of farm/cause of government restric-|
acreage due to the urban sprawl,|tions.

“We don't need grain eleva-
tors in subdivisions,” Jack
quipped. “Since 1960 we've ca-
tered mostly to the

in the enterprise, with Linn re-
taining some interest.

John took over the manage-
ment in 1939, and eventually be-
came the sole owner of the ele-
vator concern

Fxm caused by defective e!ec- ‘If

try renting it for storage pur-
poses.

“We'll try this for a year or
so and if this doesn’t work out

we'll probably tear it down,”
said Jack.

trade with lawn fertilizers, in-
secticides and pet foods, which
became more important than the|
rural trade.”
BEGAN IN 1888

However, the Whitmyers ex-
plained that an elevator is not
the type of structure that at-
tracts enough suburban trade to:
warrant staying in business. The!
wants of the suburbanites also
can be satisfied by other retail
outlets in more attractive sur-
roundings, they pointed out.

The Okemos Elevator Co. was
an outgrowth of a hay barn op-
eration begun about 1888 by Joe
Linn of J. H, Linn Produce
Co. of Lansing.

Linn also had hay shipping|
barns at Trowbridge and Web-|TO
berville and an elevator at Wil

ery stables in the east.

About 1904, a small elevator
with six bins was built at Oke-
mos. In 1920, Freeman Whit-
myer, father of John F. Whit-

Linn at Wheatfield and was per-

myer, was operating a farm for|||

wiring
\ator in 1947, and the present
elevator was erected by the late,
Harry Alden, well known Oke-
mos barn builde

The elevaiors “capacity was
12,500 bushels.

The decline of the Okemos|
elevator’s grain business was

quite sudden.
“We had our top years in
1959 and 1960 " said John F.

‘Whitmyer. “We shipped more
than 80 carloads of wheat, corn
and oats in each of those two
vears. But in 1963 we shi

will go into oblivion
like another !a.m:hm landmark

lepot.

The 1947 elevator lite scorched
the paint on the depot, which
'was then located just across the
tracks.

Several years later, the rail-
road petitioned to abandon the
Okemos station.

“We protested the closing of
the depot,” said the elder Whit-
myer. “But the knew
we were really just trying lo
kid them about our need fo

on!y 12 carloads and dropped to
11 last year."

What will be done with the
elevator and its adjoining 30-by-
60-foot storage b\uldmg

TO TRY RENT.

it. We protested to save t.he
job of the last agent, who was
lhen in his 80's. Gaylord H. Mer-
rill was his name. The station
was closed and the old agent
was retired. The depot was sold

The Wlmm)exs are going to!

|
' EAsr Lnusms STATE BAHK

3 Locations to Serve All Your Banking Needs

suaded to become manager of
the newly organized Okemos EI-
evator Co. Farmers bought stock|

© OKEMOS

i

@EAST LANSING |
OHASLETT |

Member Federal Deposit Insurance oomu«‘nn

for §75. Harry Alden bought it.”

WORLD WIDE'S

2 GIGANTIC LANSING LOCATIONS




Seck Re-clection - John was also very involved in Meridian Township affairs.  Lansing State Journal, Apr 7, 1953
All incumbents are expected to

seek re-election in Meridian town-| He was the township treasurer from 1947-1951, passing on
ship, according to word Friday, with . . .
the exception of John Whitmyer,! the office to wife Naomiin 1951. :
treasurer. He said, however, that most of the honors in Monday's
his wife would run to succeed him. spring election in Meridian town-

Other township offi hose terms i i H ship, winning the supervisor, clerk,
B oiie 1 the gm,gg; putmreete L Naomi was the first woman to be elected 1953 (Republican -|{fencirer and  four: trustes i
C. 0. Wi

Wilkins, supervisor; C. B. H i . . tions on the township board. °
Robinson, clerk: Gaylord mith and| LiCK€t) and hold the position of township treasurer in the

Supr. C. O. Wilkins won over
A. W. Dunn, justices of the . . .. K -
Percy Aldrich, board of reviewr amn:| history of Meridian township. She would repeat in 1955.
old Tomilson, highway commission-
er, and Frank Carn, constable. S

Meridian
Republicans walked off with

E. B. Waite, his Democratic op-
ponent, 1,152 to 711, losing in only
one precinct, No. 3. Clerk C. B
Robinson won over Esther Marsh-

e T R

. 5 i 73 to 678 while
Three other constable posts, now w township | all, a gemxrzwh}il b v
vacant, must also be filled, accord- Mrs. ‘Whitmyer, of mos,| Lansing State Journal, x;i'sur:f m'degem;?;yeri;m{en i
ing u;, uthe clerk. All candidates are, wbumm: Aor 5. 1955 Good, Democrat, 1,117 to 737. All
Republicans. : Mrs. Esther M. g Apr o, 1955 returns are unofficial. P
Lansing State Journal, Jan 5, 1951 1536 votes;to 999, -

1955 OHS Tomahawk

OUR SCHOOL BOARD 1954 OHS Tomahawk

John Whitmyer, Treasurer; Walter Sheldon, Secretary; Maynard Eberly, President; H. M. Jason, Trustee; Rex
Wilkins, Trustee

For several years, 1951-1956, John was on the Okemos Board of Education and was their elected treasurer.

Lansing State Journal, Aug 29, 2004 Lansing State Journal, Mar 16, 1997
h e N w. ( Lansing State Journal, May 2, 1990
Okemos and Williamston,MI [ v

And, another golden anniversary
Age 93, died L

| It seems that 50th anniversary celebrations are rather common-
: ngnustbicleﬁ‘l’gg place in the Irvin and Lottie Wilkins family.

22, 1910 in | Irvin and Lottie celebrated their 55th anniversary before Irvin's
Alaiedon Town- death in 1958. And their children are following suit.
ship, ML Mrs. George and Dorothy Wilkins of Texas marked their 50th in 1976:
Whitmyer was John and Naomi Whitmyer of Williamston in 1982; Rex and Ethel
the first female Wilkins of Cheboygan in 1988; and Ralph and Laura Wilkins of
e_rlected ofﬁcer!._ Arizona in 1989.
reasurer, o Sunday, Dale and Gladys Wilkins of Williamston will celebrate
Meridian Town- i i i i il
ohip. 10511095, :;lgul'ass(t)tgfv:;ltg ?i Jzn‘ll;l.{kqmne;' lat McNeil's Country House. Dale is
Sl volunteered far Inghiam Med- ilkins children to achieve this milestone.

cal Extended Care Facility and
Sparrow Hospital through her
sewing and knitting skills. She was
preceded in death by her husband
of 67 years, John F.; daughter,
Nancy C. Bengston; grandson, Jef-
frey D. Whitmyer and great-great-

anddaughter, Jaden Knechtges.
urviving are 3 sons, John I. (Jack)
of Lake (formerly of Okemos),
Donald of Southfield and Kenneth
G. (Karen) of Haslett; 11 grandchil-
dren; 15 great-grandchildren; 3
great-great grandchildren; 1 broth-

The Whitmyers

John and Naomi Whitmyer of
Williamston will celebrate their
65th wedding anniversary with a
familédinner 1 p.m. Saturday at
Brookshire Inn, Williamston.

He retired from D.R. Briggs & As-
sociates in 1974. She is a former
Meridian Township treasurer.

er, Rex O. Wilkins of Toppinabee. The couple, married March 19,
A memorial service wilf held 1932, have four children, 11 grand-

y, ember 18, 11:00 children and six great-
a.m. at the on United

D e L D S

grandchildren.
Methodist Church, 211 S. Put-

nam, Williamston with the Rev.
Dean N. Prentiss, Pastor, officiat-
ing. The family will receive friends
at the Church 1 hour prior to the
service. In lieu of flowers, those
desiring may make contributions
to the WSF/Senior Benefit Fund,

The Whitmyer's raised 4 children, Nancy, John "Jack", Donald and Kenneth, all Okemos High
c/o Williamston Area Sr. Center,
201 School St., Williamston, MI

21 Sebool St Wiliaeion, Mt School graduates, and celebrated 66 years together. John died 17 March 1999 and Naomi

Apartments, 5895 Marsh Road, i
Hoclett ML 48840 in memory of | Passed away 23 August 2004. They were interred Leek Cemetery.

Mrs. Whitmyer. The familﬂnis
being served by the Gorsline-
Runciman Co. Williamston
Chapel.



As one can imagine, John and Naomi witnessed a lot of Okemos history. 50 years after Naomi was largely responsible
for the first issue of The Tomahawk, Okemos High School published its Golden Anniversary Tomahawk, Volume Fifty.
Who better to advise on history then John and Naomi?

Pages from the 1978 Okemos Tomahawk, Vol 50

i Ny

Our Thanks To:

McDonalds for providing nourishment
during those long, late deadlines.

- e——

Mr. and Mrs. John Whitmyer, 1928
graduates, who served as historical
consultants.

Mr. Roland Gifford and staff of Okemos |
Studio of Photography for their
generosity and unfailing dependability.

Mr. Robert Weir of Taylor Publishing
Company for serving as our 1978
guardian angel.

In addition, our appreciation goes to the
administration, secretaries Rene Pamer-
leau and Delores Zimmer, and all faculty
and students who contributed to this year's
Pure Gold Edition.



Another well-known local family member was John “Jack” Irvin Whitmyer, who graduated from Okemos High in 1951.
Jack was one of four Whitmyer children. His brother, Donald, graduated in 1953 while Nancy Carolyn (1936-2002)
graduated in 1954 and Kenneth Gordon in 1962.

Jack with "Daughter of Empress" 1946

Lansing State Journal, Dec 24,
1950 Jack (doing chores) with
George Warren

i
3
H
}
/
i

et

Jack Whitmyer (Okemos Camelback Bridge
painting over his shoulder) Apr 2019

Jack with champion "Annie" 1946




Lansing State Journal, Nov 1, 1970

Lansing State Journal, Mar 16, 1976

Courthouse legend

Clerk had opponentss, not enemies

Lansing State Journal, Nov 1, 1976

Whitmeyer

ola

November, 1973

is married and is veteran of
both World War II and the Ko-
rean War and has been active
in Community Chest cam-
paigns

JOHN 1. WHITMYER, 37, of
2371 Hulett, Okemos, has been
township clerk for three and
one-half years and 1s also a
member of the Meridian
Charter Commission, which

wrote the proposed city

charter

Jack married, in November
1955, another Okemos
alumni, Beverly Kathryn Bell,
class of 1954. Beverly became
Postmaster of Haslett in 1979.
She had a long career with the
US Postal Service. Jack was
elected Meridian Township

By HUGH LEACH
Staff Writer

Staff writer Hugh Leach has been
, covering the Ingham County area
since 1969 and was a close friend of C.
Ross Hrlllard former Ingham County
¢ 23 Sunday.
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sharp and piercing.
THE GRAVELLY voice usually

held a note of humor, but it also con-
tained many words of wisdom.

It was ironic that a man born into a
staunch Democratic family in Delhi
Township in 1894 would become known
as ‘‘Mr. Republican” in Ingham
County.

But 1t was typical of C. Ross Hil-
liard. Once he made up his mind what
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nified by thick-lensed glasses, were To C. Ross Hilia:w, . ving the peo-

ple of Ingham County was more than
just a job he-did and did well. For 48
years it was almost his whole life.

Clerk 1966-1976 and was deeply involved with township growth and expansion. He also served on the Meridian Charter
Commission. In 1972, Jack challenged a 48-year incumbent for the Republican nomination for County Clerk. Jack won
both the nomination and the fall election for Ingham County Clerk.

Beverly, after 44 years of marriage and 3 sons, passed away 5 October 2000 in Arizona. She was interred at Wilcox
Cemetery, Barry County, Michigan. All three sons, John, Jeffrey (1963-1989) and Joseph, are alumni of Okemos High.
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On April 14, 2019, Rod Ellis and Bill Breckenfeld met with Jack Whitmyer in
Mason prior to his move to Arizona. That is when Jack showed us his family
connection to the Pioneers of Okemos.

Multiple generations since the Bray's and Kilbourne's homesteaded near the banks of the Red Cedar have come, gone,
lived and toiled in and around Okemos. Surnames have died out but remnants of the basic root stock from the 1830's
and 40's has continued to grow. Wars, depressions, prosperity and modernization has impacted each generation from
the 19th century into the 21st century. What was an Indian respite with a few settlers hacking out a meager living has
now become a growing, thriving bedroom community with thousands of homes and a massive educational university
looming nearby? But the aged Red Cedar River continues to flow along the banks of Meridian township and the old
Indian name of Okemos is still spoken. And the old families continue on.

There is no doubt that it is around the family and the home that all the greatest virtues, the most dominating virtues of
human, are created, strengthened and maintained.
— Winston Churchill

Sherrie Paty Barber

April 10, 2020
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