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Okemos native and Western Michigan standout Taylor Moton is projected as a second- or third-round pick in this weekend's NFL draft. If so 
he'll be the highest pick by a Lansing area player since 1996. 

MOTON'S MOMENT 
Okemos native and WMU standout is Lansing's 

top pro draft prospect in decades 
GRAHAM COUCH 
SPORTS COLUMNIST 

Taylor Moton might not be a full­
blown celebrity in Kalamazoo. But 
he gets recognized from time to 
time. 

"Once in a while," Moton said 
Thursday, after finishing breakfast 

at a Kalamazoo restaurant and acknowledging a 
fellow patron who wished him good luck in the 
NFL draft, which began Thursday night. 

Moton is easy to spot. He's no small man, and 
Western Michigan University's football team last 
fall was no small deal to that community. 

He should be a bigger deal in Lansing. He might 
be someday. Perhaps that starts tonight. 

Moton is the highest-regarded NFL prospect to 
come out of the Lansing area in more than two 
decades. The 6-foot-S, 319-pound offensive lineman 
from Okemos is ro · ected as a second- or third-

round draft pick, meaning he'll likely come off the 
board tonight. 

The last local product to grab the NFL's atten­
tion like this: Waverly's Muhsin Muhammad, who, 
after a career at Michigan State, was selected 43rd 
overall in 1996 by the Carolina Panthers. 

East Lansing's Brad Jones, the Green Bay Pack­
ers' seventh-round pick out of Colorado in 2009, is 
the only Lansing area player to be selected be­
tween Muhammad and Moton. Lansing Catholic's 
Cooper Rush, who quarterbacked Central Michi­
gan the last three seasons, is projected to go late in 
this draft or sign as a free agent. 

"It's really cool," Moton said of his place in local 
NFL draft history. "Because I hadn't realized that 
since just (Wednesday). It is awesome. I guess I'm 
someone out of the Greater Lansing area that kids 
can look up to." 

ESPN draft guru Mel Kiper ranks Moton as the 

See MOTON, Page 2C 
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Fox Sports 1 61st-best prospect on his big board. If 
Care 2so, practice NFL. teams see it that way, he'll go late 
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Fox sports 1 third. NFL.com also projects him as 
series. Toyota second- or third-rounder. Both rounds 
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enth rounds are Saturday. Moton plans 
to watch the draft this evening with a 
small group of family and friends. 

NFL teams see him as someone who 
can play guard or tackle, most likely 
guard. He played both positions during 
his career at WMU. 

Moton's NFL draft stock and histori­
cal Lansing status raise a couple of 
questions, beginning with: How did 
MSU miss on him coming out of high 
school? 

"The NFL coaches and scouts asked 
me about it," Moton said. "They say, 
'They missed you. I can't believe they 
didn't offer you (a scholarship). It's 
crazy."' 

Moton dreamed of playing at MSU. 
His mother is an assistant dean in 
MSU's College of Educatiqn. His 
grandfather was the first African 
American faculty member at MSU's 
College of Human Medicine. He was a 
couple miles down the road. 

"I had a chip on my shoulder about 
not getting offered by Michigan State 
early on," Moton said. "As I got older, I 
thought of it as more of a blessing (to 
beatWMU)." 

In fairness to MSU coach Mark 
Dantonio and Co., no Big Ten school 
other than Indiana offered Moton a 
scholarship. Offensive linemen are 
often difficult to project at 17 years 
old. For example, Tennessee Titans' 
All-Pro rookie Jack Conklin didn't re­
ceive a single Division I scholarship 
offer before coming to MSU as a pre­
ferred walk-on the same year that 
Moton began at WMU. Conklin wound 
up leaving East Lansing a year early 
and was chosen with the eighth overall 
pick in last year's NFL draft. Conklin 
grew up in Plainwell, just outside of 
Kalamazoo. His grandfather was an 
WMU Athletic Hall of Farner. Like 
Moton with MSU, Conklin would have 
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haul to drop back to No. 3. The 49ers took 
DE Solomon Thomas from just down the 
road at Stanford. 

This is the third straight year the Nin­
ers have taken a defensive lineman with 
their first pick. They took Arik Arm­
stead in 201S and DeForest Buckner last 
year. 

The Jacksonville Jaguars selected 
LSU running back Leonard Fournette 

BRIAN SPURLOCK/USA TODAY SPORTS 

Former Western Michigan and Okemos standout Taylor Moton, here going through drills at 
the NFL combine in Indianapolis on March 3, is projected to be the highest drafted playing 
from the Lansing area since Muhsin Muhammad in 1996. 

danced his way to WMU if the Broncos 
had offered him a scholarship. 

In short, Conklin and Moton should 
have played on the same offensive line 
at either MSU or WMU throughout 
most of their careers. Both schools 
were smart enough to land one of 
them. Each whiffed on the other. 

It worked out for both players. Con­
klin won 36 games and two Big Ten 
titles in three seasons at MSU. Moton 
finished his career on the greatest 
team in WMU football history, also 
playing in a Cotton Bowl, after a 13-0 
regular season that included the pro­
gram's first Mid-American Conference 
championship since 1988. 

"It means the world to me - to be 
part of the program that was the worst 
team in the conference (in 2013) and 
then watch the whole team grow, the 
coaches and the players, the whole 
program grow to be one of the best 
teams in the country," Moton said. "I 
was blessed to be part of it." 

Moton's place in Lansing-area NFL 

pressure off struggling quarterback 
Blake Bortles. 

Fournette ran for 3,840 yards and 40 
touchdowns in three seasons in Baton 
Rouge, despite missing five games with 
an ankle injury in 2016. He averaged 6.2 
yards a carry. 

The Titans gave quarterback Marcus 
Mariota a playmaking receiver by se­
lecting Western Michigan's Corey Davis 
with the fifth pick. 

Davis ended his college career as the 
only Football Bowl Subdivision player 
with at least 300 catches, S,000 yards and 
SO touchdown receptions. 

The Tit~s go!_ 8: ~rea~t_!i:ou~h sea~on 

history leads to another question: How 
has a community of 46S,OOO people 
produced such infrequent NFL talent? 

Not long before Muhammad in 1996, 
Sexton's Alan Haller was selected in 
the fifth round in 1992. Two years earli­
er, Lansing Catholic's DeMond Winston 
went in the fourth round. But Lansing 
has only produced eight NFL draft 
picks in the last SO years, none higher 
than the second around. By compari­
son, Greater Kalamazoo, a smaller and 
less blue-collar area than Lansing, has 
produced six draftees in the last lS 
years-T.J. Duckett, Jason Babin, 
Noah Herron, Greg Jennings, Jerome 
Harrison and Conklin - including 
three in the first round (Duckett, Babin 
and Conklin). 

Those players were all revered in 
that community. Moton, after this 
weekend, might be in this one. 

"I'd be more than happy to repre­
sent S17," he said. 

Contact Graham Couch at 
gcouch@lsj.com. 
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Carolina 
Panthers 
tapOkemos 
native in 
2nd round 
GRAHAM COUCH 
LANSING STATE JOURNAL 

Taylor Moton became the first Lan­
sing area NFL draft pick in eight years 
Friday night when the Carolina Pan­
thers selected him with the final pick of 
the second round, 64th overall. 

Moton, an Okemos native and four­
year starting offensive lineman at 
Western Michigan University, is the 
seventh offensive lineman chosen in 
this year's NFL draft. 

"God blessed me. I'm just so thank­
ful," Moton told Lansing State Journal 
colleague Cody Tucker, who spent Fri­
day evening with Moton and his family 
at their Okemos home. "My grandfa­
ther is definitely smiling down on me 
from heaven." 

Moton's grandfather, a-major influ­
ence in his life, passed away in 2010. 

Moton, projected as a second- or 
third-round pick, is the second Western 
Michigan player taken in this draft, fol­
lowing receiver Corey Davis, who went 
No. S overall Thursday night to the Ten­
nessee Titans. 

Moton is the highest NFL draft pick 
from Greater Lansing since Waverly's 
Muhsin Muhammad was chosen 43rd 
overall by the Panthers in 1996. He is 
the first area player selected since the 
Packers took East Lansing's Brad 
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~ The Carolina Panthers chose WMU's Taylor 
;:I Moton in the second round of the NFL draft. 
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Jones in the seventh round in 2009. 

Western Michigan to an undefeated reg­
ular season and the program's first Mid­
American Conference championship 
since 1988. He played both tackle and 
guard during his college career, but is 
projected by most analysts as a guard at 
the NFL level. 

As a fifth-year senior, Moton helped 

McDowell 
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was at USC or Seattle." 
In Seattle, he will be part of a defen­

sive line that features ex- Lion Cliff Av- t 
ril, former :1\fichigan standout Frank t 
Clark and Michael Bennett at defensive t 
end. The Seahawks also took defensive 
tackle Jarran Reed out of Alabama in the t 
second round of last year"s draft but had 
a need for more depth on the interior of 
their front four. 

"I'm motivated," McDowell said. 
"Just ready to come down there and play 
for the 12th man." 

McDowell played both inside at tackle 
and outside at end for MSU during its 3-9 
finish, one in which he said had "a lot of 
downs" and was "a rough season." 

He finished with 34 tackles and 1.5 

Lions 
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Foster, who had a diluted drug test at 
last month's NFL combine, is recovering • 
from postseason shoulder surgery and 
has associations that troubled some NFL 
teams, went 10 picks after Davis, 31st 
overall to the San Francisco 49ers. 

Asked why the Lions favored Davis 
over Foster, Quinn said, "The whole eval­
uation between all the linebackers, we 
just came up with Jarrad Davis as the top 
guy at that time." 

While character might have been the 
separating factor, Davis was an im­
mensely productive player in his four 
seasons at Florida. 

He totaled 158 tackles in his two sea­
sons as a starter and missed four games 
last year with a high ankle sprain. Davis 
twice tried to play through the injury, 
only to hurt it worse. 

He sat out the Gators' Outback Bowl 
win over Iowa and hadn't recovered 
enough to participate in the NFL com­
bine in March. 

Davis admitted at the combine that 
the injury was difficult to deal with but 
said it ultimately helped him grow in oth­
er ways. 

"It was a great challenge for me to 

He is the fourth player from Western 

Michigan selected in the last two NFL 
drafts and, other than Davis, the high­
est selected Broncos player since the 
Lions took Louis Delmas with the first 
pick of the second around in 2009. 

Contact Graham Couch at 
gcouch@lsj.com. Follow him on Twitter 
@Graham_ Couch. 
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COLLEGE NOTES 

Okemosgrad 
MotonofWMU 
named All-MAC 
BRIAN CALLOWAY 
LANSING STATE JOURNAL 

Taylor Moton played a vital role in 
the trenches to help Western Michigan 
to a perfect regular season. 

And the Okemos graduate was rec­
ognized last week when he was named 
first-team All-Mid-American Confer­
ence as an offensive lineman. 

Moton, a 6-foot-S, 328-pound senior, 
has been a fixture on the Broncos' start­
ing offensive line since his redshirt 
freshman season in 2013. He's paved 
the way for a Western offense that will 
next play in the Cotton Bowl against 
Wisconsin on Jan. 2. 

Moton was one of two Lansing-area 
graduates to earn All-MAC recognition. 
Central Michigan senior quarterback 
Cooper Rush (Lansing Catholic) was 
named third team All-MAC. 

Rush threw for 3,299 yards and 23 
touchdowns this fall and ranks second 
in the league with an average of 247.3 
yards per game, The Charlotte native 
completed 61.l percent of his passes for 
the Chippewas, who ended the regular 
season with a 6-6 record and will face 
Tulsa in the Miami Beach bowl on Dec. 
19. 

Olivet College: Comet senior punter 
Ryan Anderson (DeWitt) was voted the 
College Sports Information Directors 
of America Academic All-American of 
the Year for NCAA Division III foot­
ball. Anderson has a 4.0 grade-point av­
erage as a business administration ma­
jor and also is a fellow for the Presi­
dent's Leadership Institute. 

On the field, Anderson repeated as a 
first-team All-MIAA selection after av­
eraging 46.2 yards per punt, which is 
tied for the Division III single-season 
record. He had 18 punts longer than SO 
yards and 15 that landed inside the 20-
yard line while helping Olivet to an 
MIAA title and a 9-2 record. 

Loyola Marymount: Lions junior 
guard Steven Haney Jr., who played at 

Cooper Rush Taylor Moton 

East Lansing and 
Eastern, was named a National Associ­
ation of Basketball Coaches Allstate 
Good Works Nominee last week for his 
efforts in community service and lead­
ership. Haney was an all-league aca­
demic selection last season. He's start­
ed four games and is averaging 8.8 
points and shooting 60 percent from be­
yond the 3-point arc for Loyola Mary­
mount (2-2) this season. 

Saginaw Valley: Middle hitter Kay­
lee Schmitt (DeWitt) was named honor­
able mention All-Mideast Region by the 
American Volleyball Coaches Associa­
tion last week. Schmitt earned first 
team All-GLIAC honors this fall and 
ranked fourth in the conference in hit­
ting percentage (.331). She also has a 
team-high 339 kills and 109 blocks for 
Saginaw Valley, which plays in the 
NCAA Division II tournament on 
Thursday. 

Western Michigan: Sophomore for­
ward Breanna Mobley (Waverly) was 
named to the all-tournament team of 
the UMKC Plaza Lights Classic recent­
ly. She had nine points and 10 points in a 
win over Eastern Kentucky and 17 
points and 10 rebounds in a victory over 
hostUMKC. 

Siena Heights: Senior safety Cha­
'Quan ·Love (Everett) was recently 
named honorable mention Mid-States 
Football Association Mideast League. 
He had 30 tackles and three intercep­
tions for the Saints (S-5) this fall. 

Contact Brian Calloway at bcallo­
way@lsj .com. Follow him on Twitter 
@brian_calloway. 
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