
Dorothy Alice Dundas, daughter of Arthur (1865-1944) and Bella Gordon (Scott) 
(1869-1956), was born 12 May 1905, Bad Axe, Huron County, Michigan.  Mrs. Dundas 
was a school teacher for many years in Huron County while Mr. Dundas was well 
known in the hardware business. Dorothy graduated from Bad Axe High School and 

furthered her education at Western State Teachers College (now 
Western Michigan University), Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo 
County, Michigan and at Michigan State College (now 
Michigan State University), Ingham County, Michigan. 

Dorothy married George Edward Peterson 13 November 
1926, Detroit, Wayne County, Michigan.  George, born 16 
April 1904, was an educator.  He taught at several schools 
in Michigan and then moved into a 14-year employment as 
principal at Algonac High School, St. Claire County, 
Michigan.  George then became Yale Public School 
Superintendant, Yale, St. Claire County, until about 1951 

when he took the position of Superintendent of Fenton Schools, Fenton, Genesee 
County, Michigan.  Dr. Peterson took the position of Assistant Placement Director at 
Michigan State University in 1957. 

Detroit Free Press (Detroit, Michigan) Friday 26 July 1957 

SCHOOL HEAD TAKES MSU POST 

Flint - George E. Peterson, school superintendent at nearby Fenton, will become 
assistant placement director at Michigan State University Aug. 15. 

Lansing State Journal, October 19, 1962 

The Times Herald, May 5, 1946 



Peterson, a native of Kinde, Mich., has been Fenton 
superintendent since 1951. 

The 1940 US Federal Census for the state of Michigan 
enumerated the Peterson family of 4 living in St. Claire 
County where George was employed as a high school 
principal.  Dorothy was a stay-at-home mother with two 
young children, George Edward, age 7, and Lynn Alice, age 
2.  By the 1944-1945 school year Dorothy was teaching 
chemistry and physics at Yale High School under her 
Superintendent husband, George.  

Wherever Dorothy lived she was very active in local 
community, church educational and social organizations.  
The Peterson's daughter became the family's 3rd 
generation school teacher.  Son, George Edward, joined 
the US Marine Corps. 

 

 

 

 

 

Lansing State Journal (Lansing, Michigan) Sunday 9 
February 1958 

MUSIC HONORARY INVITES LOCALITE 

Delta Iota chapter of Delta Omicron, national honorary 
music fraternity for women, recently initiated Miss Lynne 
Peterson. 

Miss Peterson, a sophomore at Central Michigan college 
studying vocal music, is a member of the concert choir.  Her parents are Mr. and Mrs. 
George E. Peterson, 4269 Oakwood Dr., Okemos. 

  

The Times Herald, February 18, 1951 



Lansing State Journal (Lansing, Michigan) Tuesday 17 May 1960 

PETERSON - Marine Lt. George E. Peterson, son of Mr. and Mrs. George E. Peterson 
of 4269 Oakwood dr., Okemos, has completed a seven weeks course in naval justice at 
Camp Pendleton, Cal. 

 

 

 

Lansing State Journal, May 17, 1964 



 

Lansing State Journal, October 4, 1967 



Dorothy was on the teaching staff at Okemos High School.  She was a school Guidance 
Counselor, retiring in 1967. 

 

Lansing State Journal (Lansing, Michigan) Sunday 7 May 1967 

RETIRING COUNSELOR FETED AT OKEMOS 
Okemos - "I have been given the opportunity to understand the student as an 
individual, to help him realize his strengths and weaknesses and to encourage his 
efforts to achieve his full potential." 

That has been the most rewarding part of her last 25 years in 
education, says Mrs. George Peterson who will retire in June 
as counselor at Okemos High School (1959-1967). 
She was guest of honor at the Okemos Education Association 
banquet Thursday evening in the high school cafeteria and 
was presented with a 25-year service pin by Mrs. Thelma 
Lamb, also a counselor at the high school. 
Themed "May Night," the annual event was attended by over 
200 Okemos teachers and guests. 
"Our youths are more serious today," says Mrs. Peterson, 
looking back through her years of experience with 
youngsters.  "Those who have a high potential are making 
better use of it today and their motivation to achieve is 
higher." 

"Greater pressures are being exerted upon the student to achieve, too," she says. 
Mrs. Peterson is active in state and local professional, civic, and church organizations 
and resides with her husband at 4200 Oakwood Drive, Okemos. 
She has a son who is a major in the Marine corps and a daughter who teaches vocal 
music in South Redford Township. 
 
George retired from Michigan State University in 1970.  The Peterson's started in 1970 
wintering yearly in Arizona.  George died  21 January 1980 in Mesa Lutheran Hospital, 
Mesa, Maricopa County, Arizona.  Dorothy remarried widower Willard Morrison 
Sprague in 1981.  Willard, born 2 July 1909, died 22 January 1983.  He was interred 
near his first wife, Frances (1911-1965), Colfax Cemetery, Huron County. 

Dorothy died 26 April 2002, Port Austin, Huron County. 

1963 OHS Tomahawk Yearbook 



Huron Daily Tribune Thursday 02 May 2002 Obituaries 

 
Dorothy Sprague 
 
Dorothy Peterson Sprague, 96, died peacefully at 
her home in Port Austin on Friday evening, April 26, 
2002. 
 
Dorothy was born May 12, 1905, in Bad Axe to the 
late Arthur and Bella (Scott) Dundas. 
 
She was a graduate of Bad Axe High School and 
obtained a master's degree from Michigan State University. She was a high school 
teacher and guidance counselor in several school districts in Michigan. 
 
In 1926, she married George E. Peterson who died in 1980 after 53 years of marriage. 
In 1981, she married Willard M. Sprague who preceded her in death in 1983. 
 
Dorothy enjoyed reading and writing poetry. She was a member of the United 
Protestant Church of Port Austin and the Priscilla Club. She also was very active in the 
Michigan State Federation of Women's Clubs. 
 
Since 1970, Dorothy spent winters in Mesa, Ariz., where she was a member of Apache 
Wells Community Church. She belonged to Women's Fellowship and sang in the choir. 
 
Dorothy is survived by her son, George Peterson and his wife, Joan, of San Diego, 
Calif.; one daughter, Lynne Peterson of Port Austin; two grandsons, George Peterson 
and his wife, Jennifer, of Wilton, Conn., and Scott Peterson and his wife, Donna, of 
San Diego; three stepsons, Gerald Sprague and his wife, Connie, of Bad Axe, Dr. Bruce 
Sprague and his wife, Jean, of Goodrich, and the Rev. Richard Sprague and his wife, 
Betty, of Tavares, Fla.; one stepdaughter, Judith Holmes of Miami, Fla.; three great-
grandchildren, Robert, Michael and Kelly Peterson; seven Sprague great-grandchildren; 
one sister-in-law, Mae Bouck and her husband, Olin, of Cass City; one niece, Lorraine 
Faist and her husband, Dale, of Mesa, Ariz., formerly of Elkton; four nephews, Harvey 
Furness and his wife, Lois, of Indian River, David Winston of Pinnebog, Roger Bouck 
and his wife, Vera, of Cass City, and Ernest Bouck; and a stepsister, Hazel Furness. 
 
She was preceded in death by two sisters, Francis Winston and Muriel Gilbert; and one 
sister-in-law, Marion Furness. 
 



In keeping with her wishes, cremation has taken place and a memorial service will be 
conducted at a later date. Local arrangements are being handled by MacAlpine Funeral 
Home. 

 
 

1965 Okemos High School 

1960 Okemos Tomahawk yearbook 
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Lansing State Journal (Lansing, Michigan) Sunday 9 February 1958

MUSIC HONORARY INVITES LOCALITE

Delta Iota chapter of Delta Omicron, national honorary music fraternity for women, recently initiated Miss Lynne Peterson.

Miss Peterson, a sophomore at Central Michigan college studying vocal music, is a member of the concert choir.  Her parents are Mr. and Mrs. George E. Peterson, 4269 Oakwood Dr., Okemos.
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 (
Lansing State Journal, May 17, 1964
)

[image: ]



 (
Lansing State Journal, October 4, 1967
)[image: ][image: ]

Dorothy was on the teaching staff at Okemos High School.  She was a school Guidance Counselor, retiring in 1967.



Lansing State Journal (Lansing, Michigan) Sunday 7 May 1967

RETIRING COUNSELOR FETED AT OKEMOS

Okemos - "I have been given the opportunity to understand the student as an individual, to help him realize his strengths and weaknesses and to encourage his efforts to achieve his full potential."
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Dorothy Sprague



Dorothy Peterson Sprague, 96, died peacefully at her home in Port Austin on Friday evening, April 26, 2002.



Dorothy was born May 12, 1905, in Bad Axe to the late Arthur and Bella (Scott) Dundas.



She was a graduate of Bad Axe High School and obtained a master's degree from Michigan State University. She was a high school teacher and guidance counselor in several school districts in Michigan.



In 1926, she married George E. Peterson who died in 1980 after 53 years of marriage. In 1981, she married Willard M. Sprague who preceded her in death in 1983.



Dorothy enjoyed reading and writing poetry. She was a member of the United Protestant Church of Port Austin and the Priscilla Club. She also was very active in the Michigan State Federation of Women's Clubs.



Since 1970, Dorothy spent winters in Mesa, Ariz., where she was a member of Apache Wells Community Church. She belonged to Women's Fellowship and sang in the choir.
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She was preceded in death by two sisters, Francis Winston and Muriel Gilbert; and one sister-in-law, Marion Furness.



In keeping with her wishes, cremation has taken place and a memorial service will be conducted at a later date. Local arrangements are being handled by MacAlpine Funeral Home.
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