
Class of 1925    Dr. Eugene W. Williams 

The First Celebrated Athlete of Okemos Consolidated School 

Eugene Wayne (or possibly Warren) Williams, son of Eugene R. and Helen May 
(Stanton) Williams, was born 10 May 1909 Plumstead, Cape Provence, South 
Africa.  Eugene, youngest of four boys, was the son of 7-Day Adventist 
missionaries.   

 

 

He graduated in 1925, at the 
tender age of 16, from Okemos 
High School. 

 

 

 

 

 

Lansing State Journal (Lansing, Michigan) Wednesday 27 May 1925  

OKEMOS SCHOOL IS FIELD MEET WINNER 

Okemos, May 27, - The third annual field day of the Rural Agricultural 
Consolidated League was held at M. S. C., Monday.  Okemos won the 
silver cup, with 32 points.  Bath was second with 28 points, while Perry 
was third with 26.  Lee Doty, of Bath, received the gold medal.  Eugene 
Williams, valedictorian of this year's graduating class at Okemos 
and who very recently passed his sixteenth birthday anniversary, 
won three silver medals.  Other Okemos winners were Bernie Hague, 
bronze medal and ribbon; Howard Collins, bronze medal; Rex 
Beaumont, bronze medal; and Ernest Jennings, a ribbon.  The ball game 
between Perry and Okemos, deciding the championship of the league 
was won by Perry, 7 to 4. 

Eugene Williams was the first celebrated athlete at Okemos. 



Eugene R. Williams, born 16 September 1867 Utica, Oneida County, New York, married 31 
August 1890 Park County, Montana, Miss Helen May Stanton.  Helen was born 10 June 1968 
Holt, Ingham County, Michigan.  By 1900 the couple, with 3 young sons, were in Chippewa County, 
Michigan where Eugene was a clergyman. 

The Williams family sailed and arrived as missionaries in South Africa 28 January 1908.  They lived at 
Claremont, Cape Colony.  The US Consulate prepared a "Certificate of Registration Of American Citizen" for 
Eugene but the certificate was never issued.  The certificate's expiration date was 7 September 1910.  Helen also 
had such a Consulate Certificate issued and with expiration date of 7 February 1914.  Her certificate recorded 
the following; "Eugene R. Williams, who was born in Utica, N.Y. U.S.A. and is now deceased." 

In 1914 widowed Helen and sons made on their way back to New York by way of two different 
ships.  Helen, Lewis (born 1893) and Eugene (born 1909) left Liverpool, England aboard the ship 
Adriatic.  They arrived in New York harbor 26 September 1914.  The other two sons, Irwin 
(born 1891) and Hugh (born 1895), sailed from Southampton, England aboard the Olympic and 
arrived 26 March 1914 New York harbor. 

Eugene accompanied his mother as she continued her work in 
the church.  By 1918 Mrs. Williams was teaching in what is now 
called Silgo Adventist School in Takoma Park, D.C.  The 1930 
US Federal Census enumerated Mrs. Williams working in Latah 
County, Idaho and employed as a "district leader in local 
church activity."   Helen Williams died 23 December 1940 Los 
Angeles County, California.  She was interred Riverside 
Cemetery, Okemos. 

 

Eugene came back to Michigan to go to school around 
1920.  His brother Erwin had married in Okemos in 1916 and 

settled in Meridian Township.  Maternal family roots 
were deep in Ingham County.  Mrs. Williams was a 
Stanton and her mother was a Stillman.  The 
Stillman's had been in Ingham County for decades and 
held a large family reunion yearly in the Okemos area.  

(Lansing State Journal (Lansing, Michigan) Saturday 10 
August 1918).  Eugene even had an aunt, Elisabeth 
"Libbie" Stanton Gregg, who kept close touch with her 
sister and her nephews.  Libbie lived in the Holt, 

Ingham County area.  Eugene may have lived with Irwin and wife Blanche because his home 
address was always given as Okemos.  Irwin was the only brother that lived for any length of 
time in the Okemos area. 



After graduation in 1925 Eugene went on to graduate from 
Michigan State College.  He was mentioned in several Lansing 
State Journal newspaper articles as a member of the MSC 
Track Team and the MSC, Central Inter-Collegiate Cross-
County Championship Team.  Lansing State Journal (Lansing, 
Michigan) Tuesday 3 August 
1926  and Lansing State Journal 
(Lansing, Michigan) Monday 12 
Sept, 1927,  He was also 
listed as a track team 
member in the MSC 
Wolverine yearbook 1927 
and 1928 

.  

 

 

 

 

 

Lansing State Journal (Lansing, 
Michigan) Wednesday 16 Jun 
1926 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lansing State Journal (Lansing, Michigan), 12 September 1927 



    Lansing State Journal (Lansing, Michigan) Tuesday 23 Nov 1926 
E.W. Williams, Okemos, Sophomore, Varsity Cross-Country, is 
named for "High Praise for Performance of Athletes".  Williams team 
won the first running of the Central Inter-Collegiate cross-country run. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



By 1930 Eugene was with his mother in Idaho but the 1940 US Federal Census enumerated him 
in Sonoma County, California, married, with one son and in a physicians residency 
program.  Eugene served in the US Army as an MD during World War II, 1942-1945.  He later 
practiced in Nevada and in Michigan.  Eugene married Ethel Blanche Cates.  Ethel, born 12 June 
1909 Kiowa County, Oklahoma, died October 1989 Maricopa County, Arizona.  

Eugene retired to Arizona.  He died 25 October 1974 and was interred Sunland Memorial Park, Sun City, 
Maricopa County. 

Unknown source: 

WILLIAMS, Eugene W.  

10 May 1909 - 25 Oct 1974 
Wickenburg -- Eugene W. Williams, a medical doctor 37 years, died Friday, Oct. 25, 1974, in Boswell 
Memorial Hospital, Sun City. Wife, Ethel; son, Eugene R.; a brother out of state; and two grandchildren. Burial 
in Sunland Memorial Park. 10/28/1974. 

Eugene's brothers, none of which graduated from Okemos: 

Erwin Rae Williams was born 6 October 1891 Bozeman, Gallatin County, Montana and died 14 July 1941 
Lansing, Ingham County, Michigan.  He married Blanche Helwig 28 October 1916 Okemos, Ingham 
County.  Erwin and Blanche (1888-1968) were interred Glendale Cemetery, Okemos. 

Lansing State Journal (Lansing, Michigan) Monday 14 July 1941 

IRWIN RAE WILLIAMS 

Irwin Rae Williams, 49 died Monday morning at the residence, 532 Beech street.  He had been an employee of 
the Olds Motor Works for the past 20 years, moving to Lansing nine years ago from Okemos.  He had formerly 
spent seven years in Africa, engaged with his parents in missionary work.  The survivors are the widow, 
Blanche M.; a daughter, Helen E., and three brothers, Capt. Lewis Williams of Fort Custer, Rev. Hugh Williams 
of Mt. Pleasant, and Dr. Eugene Williams of Fallon, Nev.  The body was taken to the Estes-Leadley funeral 
home to await funeral arrangements with will be announced later. 

Lewis Stanton Williams, born 22 October 1893 Corunna, Shiawassee County, Michigan, died 2 August 1970 
St. Joseph, Berrien County, Michigan.  He married Katherine Diener 1 July 1920.  He and Katherine (1908-
1995) were interred Riverside Cemetery, St. Joseph, Berrien County. 

The News-Palladium (Benton Harbor, Michigan) Monday 3 August 1970 

Retired Army Lt. Col. Lewis Williams, 76, 2712 Lincoln avenue, St. Joseph, was dead on arrival at Memorial 
hospital Sunday at 2:03 a.m. 

Col. Williams was born in Corunna, Mich., Oct. 22, 1893, and had resided in St. Joseph since 1943 when he 
retired from the Army. 

Survivors include his widow, the former Katherine Diener, whom he married July 1, 1929, in Waukegon, 
Ill.;  three daughters, Mrs. Marvin (Marita) Persky of Flint, Mrs. Richard (Janet) Wallin of Monroe, Mich., and 
Mrs. Joseph (Eleanor) Beatty of Santa Anna, Calif.; two sons, Dean Stanton of Huntington Beach, Calif., and 



Ralph Stuart of St. Joseph; two brothers, Hugh of Riverside, Calif., and Eugene of Dearborn; and nine 
grandchildren. 

LONG VARIED SERVICE 

His Army career began in 1918 and lasted during World War I, World War II and the Korean conflict.  He 
served in England, Belgium, France and Germany and was sent on special assignment to Japan in 1950 and to 
Korea with the United nations Civil assistance Team in 1951. 

Col. Williams held the Bronze Star Medal, World War I Victory Medal, American Defense Service Medal, 
American Campaign Medal, European, African, Middle Eastern Campaign Medal with three service stars, 
World War II Victory Medal, Army of Occupation medal, National Defense Service Medal, Korean Service 
Medal with two service stars, United Nations Service Medal and the Armed Forces Reserve Medal. 

CIVIL, DEFENSE LEADER 

He was active in the Berrien County Chapter of the American Red Cross having instituted the first civilian 
disaster plan for the county.  He was a member of the Retired Officers Association, the Grand Mere 
Association, the National Audubon Society, Fernwood and the Berrien County Art Guild. 

During his retirement years, he returned to oil painting for which he was trained in Claremont, South Africa, 
and the Corcoran School of Art in Washington, D.C. 

Military funeral services will be held Wednesday at 2:30 p.m. in the Kerlikowske and Starks funeral 
home.  Burial will follow in Riverview cemetery. 

Hugh Wellington Williams was born 11 August 1895 Clinton County, Michigan.  He married Evelyn Leone 
Case 14 September 1920.  Hugh was a minister.  Evelyn, born 1893, died 1975.  Hugh died 19 December 1987 
Reed City, Osceola County, Michigan. 

 

 

 

---Sherrie Paty Barber, OHS 1966 

 


