
Caroline Belle Bray was the granddaughter of Freeman Bray who settled 
in "Hamilton," now Okemos, in 1839.  Caroline, daughter of Mahlon 
Augustus (1851-1916) and Jennie May (Dieckman) (1862-1930) Bray, was 
born 3 August 1880 in Meridian Township, Ingham County.  The Bray's 
owned and operated a working farm and Caroline, like her 3 siblings, 
helped her mother and father with chores and where a hand was needed 
on the farm.   

She attended Okemos school through the 8th grade and then went to 
Lansing Central High School where she graduated, a year ahead of 
schedule, in 1898.  The highest-grade level at Okemos in this particular 
year was 8th grade and was considered graduation.  Because of her August 
3 birthday, we believe she started 1st grade in 1885.  Thus, Carolyn Bray 
graduated at age 13 and is in the Okemos Class of 1894. Carolyn stayed 
close with her Okemos classmates.  One such gathering was featured in 
the Lansing State Journal, June 7, 1951.  <click this area to read “The 
Circle of Friends”> 

Caroline, who never married, was enumerated in the 1900 US Federal 
Census Ingham County as single, living with her parents and teaching 
school.  

The 1930 US Federal Census 
enumerated Caroline living on 
Cedar Street, East Lansing and 

owning a home valued at $8,000.  No 
occupation was listed for her in either 
the 1930 or 1940 census.  Caroline 

taught High School in the Lansing area well into the 1920's.  The 1940 US 

Federal Census listed Caroline 
having 4 years of college education.  

Lansing State Journal, September 6, 1912 
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Lansing State Journal, August 29, 1919 
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She graduated from Michigan State College with a major in Home 
Economics.  About the time of her mother's death, 1930, she seems to 

have retired from public 
school teaching and been 
a woman of independent 
means, active in 
community affairs.  

 

 

Caroline died 1 December 
1974, Grand Rapids, Kent 
County, Michigan and was 
interred Riverside 
Cemetery, Okemos.  
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CAROLINE B. BRAY 

FORMERLY OF 139 CEDAR ST., 

EAST LANSING 

Miss Bray died Dec. 1, 1974 at Clark Memorial Home, Grand Rapids.  Born 
Aug. 3, 1880 in Okemos.  She was a lifelong resident of the East Lansing-
Okemos area and taught school for 25 years.  She was a member of 
Peoples Church, the Evening Service Guild, the Pinetum Club and the 
Senior Citizens Club and was a life member of the East Lansing Women's 
Club, the Okemos O.E.S. and the Pioneer Club of Okemos.  She is survived 
by 2 nieces, Mrs. Allan (Jennie Becker) Barron of Wyandotte, Mrs. Neil O,. 
(Esther) Barrick of Elkhart, Kansas; a nephew, Mahlon B. Hammond of 
California; 3 grand-nieces and 3 grand-nephews.  Funeral services will be 
held Sat. at 11 a.m. from the Gorsline-Runciman East Chapel, East Lansing 
with Rev. Roy. J. Schramm officiating.  Interment Riverside Cemetery, 
Okemos. 

Lansing State Journal, May 27, 1953 
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