
Mary Bess Wilson was called "Bessie" or "Bess" by her friends.  She was 
the only girl in a family with 7 boys; Charles 

Adelbert., Donald F., Ila C., Clarence William, 
James T., Clifton Otto, Lester Earl.  Bessie, 
daughter of William Osborne (1850-1925) and 
Elsie J. (Fulton) (1853-1941) Wilson, was born 
17 January 1882, Alaiedon Township, Ingham 
County. Her parents were married in 1875 and 
were among the first congregants in the 1st 
Baptist Church of Okemos.  Mrs. Wilson, born 
Alaiedon Township, was a lifelong resident of 
Ingham County. 

Bessie completed the 8 grades at Okemos 
School and then transferred to East Lansing High 
School where she graduated with the Class of 1900.  The highest-grade 
level at Okemos in this particular year was 8th grade and was considered 
graduation.  Because of her January 17 birthday, we believe she started 1st 
grade in 1887.  Thus, Bessie Wilson graduated at age 14 and is in the 
Okemos Class of 1896.  Bessie stayed close with her Okemos classmates.  
One such gathering was featured in the Lansing State Journal, June 7, 
1951.  <click this area to read “The Circle of Friends”> 

The same year she graduated from East Lansing saw great loss in the 
Wilson family.  Bess' brother Ila, born 24 January 1881, was stricken and 
died 14 October of typhoid fever.  

Bess never left the family home nor was she ever employed.  Her father 
owned, without mortgage, a large farm in Meridian Townships.  Bess 
moved with her parents, about 1915, into East Lansing to a home at 127 
Durand Street.  Bess would live there until 1951.  After her father's 1925 
death, Bess busied herself with the care of her mother and was involved in 
civic and community affairs. 

Lansing State Journal, October 24, 1925 
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In 1951 Bess, the full owner of the Durand Street house, sold the two-story 

dwelling and property to 
Merten Insurance Agency.  
It may have been at this 
time Bess moved to 
Grand Rapids, Kent 
County.  Her residence 
was listed as Grand 
Rapids in her brother 
Clarence's 1957 obituary.  
Bess died 3 January 1968, 
Grand Rapids and was 
interred with parents Mt. 
Hope Cemetery, Lansing.  
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MARY B. WILSON 

Miss Mary B. Wilson, 85, formerly of 216 Cedar, 
East Lansing, died Wednesday in Grand Rapids. 

A lifelong resident of the Okemos-East Lansing area, 
she was a member of the East Lansing Trinity 
Church, and the Grange. 

Surviving are two brothers, James t. Wilson of 
Kenosha, Wis. and C. Otto Wilson of Greenville. 

Services will be Saturday at 1:30 p.m. in the 
Gorsline-Runciman East Chapel, East Lansing, with burial in Mr. Hope 
Cemetery.  

 

Lansing State Journal, June 3, 1951 
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