
Chapter 8 ï Kris Weshinskey 

 

Kris Allan Weshinskey 

Personal 

Kris Weshinskey was born in Arlington Heights, Illinois on March 23, 1972, to Mark 

Weshinskey and Mary E. Bissey. Kris played at Okemos High on the JV team his 

freshman year and on the Varsity team his sophomore year, after which his father 

moved the family to Virginia to take a new job. Weshinskey attended Loudoun Valley 

High School in Purcellville (Loudoun County), Virginia, where he was on the Varsity 

basketball team during his last two years (1988-90) in high school. On graduating, 

Weshinskey returned to the East Lansing area to play basketball for Michigan State 

University for four seasons (1990-94) on scholarship. 

Okemos High School 

1986-87 

During his freshman year, Weshinskey (#35) played on the Dan Stolz-coached JV team. 

  



  

Kris Weshinskey (#35) 

The JV team had a nearly perfect season, setting a JV record winning 18 games and 

losing only one game.  

1987-88 

During his sophomore year, Weshinskey played on the Varsity team coached by Stan 

Stolz. 

   



 

1987-88 Varsity Squad (Kris Weshinskey #20) 

On December 4, non-league opponent Holt downed Okemos in a 76-73 season-

opening loss. Weshinskey scored 17 points on five field goals (including two 3-pointers) 

and 5-6 from the charity stripe (Source). 

On December 8, in the seasonôs first game against a Capital Circuit league opponent, 

Okemos beat Howell, 76-33. Weshinskey scored eight points on two field goals and a 

perfect 4-4 from the free throw line (Source). 

On December 11, Okemos defeated Lansing Catholic Central, 71-49, with 

Weshinskey scoring 13 points on five field goals (including a 3-pointer) and 2-5 from the 

foul line, raising the Chieftains overall record to 2-1 and 1-0 in the Capital Circuit 

(Source). 

On December 15, in a non-conference game, Okemos downed Haslett (Source), 73-60, 

upping the Chieftainôs record to 3-1 overall and 2-0 in the Capital Circuit. Weshinskey 

score 13 points on five field goals including a 3-pointer (Source). 

On January 8, Okemos defeated Mason, 79-64, with Weshinskey scoring 18 points on 

six fields goals (including one 3-pointer) and 5-5 from the charity stripe (Source). 

During the ensuing two-week stretch of five games in the last half of January, 

Weshinskeyôs name did not appear in the box score. These games were: 
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¶ On January 15, Okemos beat Charlotte, 87-51 (Source). 

¶ On January 19, Okemos crushed Eaton Rapids, 72-51 (Source). 

¶ On January 22, Okemos defeated DeWitt, 67-43 (Source). 

¶ On January 26, Okemos downed East Lansing, 74-62 (Source). 

¶ On January 29, Okemos topped Lake Odessa-Lakewood, 64-59 (Source). 

Interviewed by email as to why his name did not appear in the Box Score for those five 

games, Weshinskey replied: 

If I was missing in action, it was a combination of lower back pain that I originally played 

through and then a "Doctor", who shall remain nameless, tried to do an adjustment on my 

back less than an hour before tip off. This made my back much worse and forced me to miss 

a few games. Also missed a game or two due to a deep thigh bruise I believe (Kris 

Weshinskey, personal communication). 

On February 2, with Weshinskey back in the starting lineup, Okemos Howell, 72-51, in 

a non-league match. Weshinskey scored 15 points, including a 3-pointer, five 2-point 

field goals, and 2-2 from the charity stripe (Source). 

On February 5, Okemos defeated Lansing Catholic Central, 81-56, with Weshinskey 

scoring ten points on two 3-pointers and two 2-point field goals (Source). 

On February 12, Okemos downed Mason, 68-59, with Weshinskey scoring eight points 

on three field goals and 2-2 on free throws (Source). 

On February 16, Okemos defeated non-conference opponent St. Johns, 69-67, for the 

Chieftains 13th straight win (13-1) and an honorable mention in the Associated Press 

Class A poll. Weshinskey scored 10 points on three field goals and 2-2 on free throws 

(Source). 

On February 19, Okemos downed Charlotte, 91-60. Weshinskey scored 23 points on 

nine field goals (including three 3-pointers) and 2-3 from the charity stripe (Source). 

On February 26, Okemos downed Eaton Rapids, 83-51, with Weshinskey scoring 14 

points on six field goals including two 3-pointers (Source). 
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On March 1, Okemos rolled over DeWitt, 88-45. Weshinskey chipped in 17 points on 

seven field goals including three 3-pointers (Source).  

 

On March 4, Okemos head coach Stan Stolz notched his 400th victory in 27 seasons of 

coaching and 354th win in 20 seasons as the Chieftains rolled past Lake Odessa-

Lakewood, 98-68. The victory wrapped up Okemosô second straight unbeaten season 

in the Capital Circuit and extending the Chieftainsô league-winning streak to 29. 

Weshinskey scored 15 points on six field goals including a 3-pointer (Source). 

On March 8, the Chieftains 18-game winning streak came to a screeching halt as 

Jackson topped Okemos, 72-60, in Class A Tournament action. Weshinskey scored 12 

points on five field goals and 2-2 from the foul line (Source). 

The Chieftains seasons ended with an17-2 overall record, with a 17-game winning 

streak between a season-opening loss to Holt and a season-ending loss to Jackson. 
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Loudoun Valley High School (Class of ô89) 

1988-89 

 

Kris Weshinskey (Junior Photo) 

 

1989 Loudoun Valley High School Yearbook 



 

 

1988-1989 LVHS Varsity Squad (#12 Kris Weshinskey) 

In early March 1989, with the Loudoun Valley Vikings having won the District 

championship and about to compete in Virginiaôs Group AA regional basketball 

competition, one newspaper noted Weshinskeyôs prowess with the three-point shot: 

  

Unfortunately, in the first game of that regional tournament, Harrisonburg beat the 

Vikings, 58-48. 

  

Weshinskey Scores (1989 Yearbook) 
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Laurels 

At the end of the season, Kris was named to the Associated Press Virginia All Group AA 

second team (Source).  

1989-1990 

 

Kris Weshinskey (Senior Photo) 

 

1989-1990 LVHS Varsity Squad (#12 Kris Weshinskey) 
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1990 Loudoun Valley High School Yearbook 



 

  

1990 Loudoun Valley High School Yearbook 

  

 

1990 Loudoun Valley High School Yearbook 



Laurels 

 

LVHS Viking to Michigan State Spartan 

During the 1989-90 season Weshinskeyôs coach (Scott Douglas) gave Kris a list of 20 

potential colleges to consider as potential schools to play basketball at the university 

level. Douglas said that heôd write a letter to each schoolôs head coach to introduce Kris 

and provide information about the basketball camps Kris would attend during the 

summer of 1989. One of those letters landed on the desk of Michigan State University 

Head Coach Jud Heathcote. MSU gave Kris a look over the summer and this led to the 

following early 1990 Washington Post article. 
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On April 10, 1990, the Lansing State Journal reported that Kris Weshinskey of 

Purcellville, Virginia (and formerly of Okemos High) would join the Michigan State 

University Spartans (Season). 
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On October 5, 1990, Jack Eblingôs feature article on Kris Weshinskey appeared in the 

Lansing State Journal. 

 

On March 27, Kris Weshinskey and the U.S. All-Stars team competed against the 

Capital All-Stars in the 17th annual McDonaldôs Capital Classic held at the Capital 

Centre in Landover, Maryland. 
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Michigan State University 

Over the four seasons as a Spartan, Weshinskey (6ô3) played ñswingmanò ï at time 

playing small forward and other times as guard (or both positions during the same 

game). 

1990-91 

During his first season playing for the Spartans, Weshinskey was in the company of 

great basketball talent (see team roster below), including future NBA players such as 

Steve Smith (who led the team in scoring with 25.2 points per game) and fellow 

freshman Shawn Respert. 

 

 

Source: 1991 Red Cedar Log Yearbook 

https://wikivisually.com/wiki/1990%E2%80%9391_Michigan_State_Spartans_men's_basketball_team


Preseason Exhibition 

On November 3, the Spartans played their Green and White Scrimmage, with the 

White beating the Green, 82-65, and Weshinskey scoring 21 points. 

 

  

On November 12, the #4-ranked Spartans lost to Athletes in Action (AIA), 94-91, in an 

exhibition game. Playing only three minutes, Weshinskey ñdrilled a 3 for MSU to cut [the 

AIA lead] to a point for MSU with 0:5 showingò (Source). 

Non-Conference 

On November 23, the Spartans defeated Furman, 78-73. Playing eleven minutes, 

Weshinskey had two rebounds and two points shooting 1-5 from the field including 0-1 

on a 3-point attempt (Source). 

On November 28, Nebraska upset the Spartans, 71-69. Weshinskeyôs name does not 

appear in the box score (Source). 

On December 1, Bowling Green State topped MSU, 98-85. Playing nine minutes, 

Weshinskey had one rebound, two assists, and eight points shooting 3-4 from the field 

(including 1-2 on 3-point attempts) and 1-2 on free throws (Source). 

After two consecutive losses, Coach Heathcote looked to make a change in the starting 

lineup (see box below). 
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On December 8, MSU downed the University of Detroit, 83-61. Weshinskey played 21 

minutes, had two rebounds, three assists, and nine points shooting 3-6 on 3-point 

attempts (Source). 

On December 13, the Spartans downed Cincinnati, 65-63. While Weshinskey did not 

score, he had four rebounds (Source). 

On December 15, MSU lost to No. 1-ranked UNLV, 95-75. ñSpartan forward Dwayne 

Stephens replaced guard Kris Weshinskey in the starting lineup, specifically to give 

MSU a big body to work against [UNLVôs 6ô7ò Larry] Johnsonò who still scored 35 points 

and grabbed 14 rebounds (Source). Playing seven minute, Weshinskey had an assist 

and four points shooting 2-4 from the field (missing his one 3-point attempt (Source).  
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On December 18, MSU downed Evansville, 81-76. Returning to the starting lineup, 

Weshinskey played 28 minutes, had two assists, and scored seven points on 2-4 from 

the field (including 0-1 on a 3-point attempt) and 3-3 from the charity stripe (Source). 

 

On December 20, the Spartans topped Central Michigan, with Weshinskey playing 

eight minutes but not recording any stats in the box score (Source). 

On December 28, the Spartans defeated George Mason, 97-72. Weshinskey, playing 

17 minutes, had three rebounds, two assists, and nine points on 3-7 from the field and 

3-4 from the foul line (Source). 
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On December 29, the Spartans downed Louisiana Tech, 77-62. Weshinskey played 

two minutes and scored two points on one field goal attempt (Source). 

Big Ten Conference 

 

On January 3, the Spartans downed Michigan, 85-70. Weshinskey played only two 

minutes, was 0-2 on field goal attempts, and hauled in one rebound (Source). 
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On January 5, Iowa defeated the Spartans, 79-66. Playing 16 minutes, Weshinskey had 

two rebounds, an assist, and 11 points shooting 5-9 from the field (including 1-3 on 3-

point attempts) (Source). 

On January 10, the Spartans beat Wisconsin, 65-50. Weshinskey played only six 

minutes and was 0-1 on field goal attempts (Source). 

On January 12, the Spartans topped Northwestern, 66-59. While in the game for only 

one minute, Weshinskey had no stats except for a foul (Source). 

On January 17, MSU downed Illinois, 71-68. Playing only two minutes, Weshinskey 

managed one notch in the stat book ïa foul (Source). 

On January 8, going into the January 10 game with Wisconsin, Lansing State Journal 

sports writer provided the following commentary on Weshinskey: 

 

On January 19, the Spartans defeated Minnesota, 73-64, without the services of 

Weshinskey whose name is not listed in the box score (Source). 
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On January 23, the Spartans lost to Purdue, 62-51. Weshinskey played four minutes 

but was scoreless on a 0-1 three-point attempt (Source). 

On January 26, the Spartans fell to Indiana, 97-63. Playing 11 minutes, Weshinskey 

had four rebounds, two assists, and two points shooting 1-3 from the field (Source). 

On January 31, MSU downed Ohio State, 75-61. Playing 13 minutes, Weshinskey had 

a rebound, an assist and four points on a three-pointer (his only shot attempt) and 1-2 

from the free throw line (Source). 

On February 7, the Spartans fell to Iowa, 71-67. Playing nine minutes, Weshinskey had 

a rebound and two points (1-4 field goal attempts including 0-2 on three-point attempts) 

(Source). 

On February 9, Wisconsin defeated MSU, 84-78, in double overtime. Playing 13 

minutes, Weshinskey scored three points on 3-3 shooting plus grabbed two rebounds 

(Source). 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/204220534/?terms=Weshinskey
https://www.newspapers.com/image/204224877/?terms=Weshinskey
https://www.newspapers.com/image/204252171/?terms=Weshinskey
https://www.newspapers.com/image/204260093/?terms=Weshinskey
https://www.newspapers.com/image/204263828
https://www.newspapers.com/image/204263609/?terms=Weshinskey


On February 14, the Spartans edged out Northwestern, 55-53. Playing 15 minutes, 

Weshinskey had a rebound and scored four points on a three-pointer (missing his other 

three field goal attempts) and 1-2 at the charity stripe (Source). 

On February 16, the Spartans defeated Illinois, 62-58. Weshinskey, playing ten 

minutes, grabbed one rebound and scored two points shooting 1-1 from the field 

(Source). 

On February 23, the Spartans downed Purdue, 75-58. While getting only two minutes 

of playing time, Weshinskey was 2-2 from the free throw line (Source). 

On February 25, the Spartans topped Minnesota, 74-72. Weshinskey grabbed one 

rebound during four minutes on the floor and did not attempt any shot attempts 

(Source). 

On February 28, the Spartans again fell to Indiana, 62-56. Weshinskey grabbed one 

rebound during two minutes of playing time (Source). 

On March 3, #2-ranked Ohio State downed MSU, 65-64, though Weshinskeyôs name 

does not appear in the box score (Source). 

On March 9, the Spartans again defeated Michigan, 66-59, but Weshinskey had only 

one minute of playing time and only notched a foul in the stat book (Source). 

NCAA Tournament 

MSU received an at-large bid as a No. 5 seed for the NCAA Tournament.  

On March 15, in a First Round game, the Spartans beat Wisconsin-Green Bay, 60-58 

on Steve Smithôs buzzer beater, with Weshinskey getting one minute on the floor 

(Source). 

On March 17, MSU fell in double overtime, 85-84, to No. 10 Utah in a Second Round 

game, though Weshinskey got two minutes of playing time (Source). 

The Spartans finished the season with an overall 19ï11 record and an 11ï7 record in 

the Big Ten (finishing in third place). During his first year playing as a Spartan, 

Weshinskey averaged 2.5 points per game. 

In a March 24 Lansing State Journal ñLooking Aheadò (to next season) article, sports 

writer Jack Ebling provided an assessment: ñKris Weshinskey, 6-3 sophomore guard: A 

combination guard without a glaring weakness, but with work to do in all areas to 

convince his coaches heôs the answerò (Source). 
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1991-92 

During his sophomore season, and in the next two seasons, Weshinskey would 

challenge freshmen Shawn Respert and Eric Snow for playing time at the guard position 

 

 

Source: 1992 Red Cedar Log Yearbook 

https://wikivisually.com/wiki/1991%E2%80%9392_Michigan_State_Spartans_men's_basketball_team


Summer Exhibition 

During June of 1991, the Spartans basketball team traveled to Australia for the 

Australian Basketball Tour, playing eight games in nine days. Against various Australian 

teams, the Spartans won three games and the Australians five. Below Some press 

clippings on the tour are presented below. 

On June 11, the Lansing State Journal reported: 

 

On June 13, the Lansing State Journal reported: 

 

On June 18, the Lansing State Journal reported: 
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Preseason Exhibition 

On November 16, MSU downed the Cuban National team, 103-65, with Weshinskey 

scoring 14 points (Source). 

On November 20, the Spartans defeated Athletes In Action, 92-71. Playing 15 

minutes, Weshinskey grabbed two rebounds and scored three points on 1-4 shooting 

(1-2 on three-point attempts) (Source). 

Non-Conference 

On November 25, the Spartans beat Lamar, 81-68, in the Maui Invitational quarterfinals. 

Playing 18 minutes, Weshinskey had four rebounds, three assists, and 13 points 

(including one three-pointer) on 5-6 field goal attempts and 2-2 from the foul line 

(Source). 

On November 26, MSU topped Rice, 75-67, in the Maui Invitational semifinals. Playing 

24 minutes, Weshinskey grabbed a rebound, had one assist, and scored eight points on 

3-13 shooting and 2-2 from the free throw line (Source). 

On November 27, MSU beat Arkansas, 86-71, in the Maui Invitational championship. 

Playing 15 minutes, Weshinskey had a rebound, an assist, and eight points on 4-5 field 

goal attempts (Source). 

On December 4, MSU beat Nebraska, 101-78. Playing 27 minutes, Weshinskey had 

two rebounds, seven assists, and seven points on 3-5 shooting from the field including 

1-1 on 3-point attempts (Source). 

On December 7, MSU downed Dayton, 83-74. Playing 13 minutes, Weshinskey had 

one rebound, one assist, and four points (4-4 on free throws) but went 0-4 on field goal 

attempts including 0-2 on 3-point attempts (Source). 

On December 14, MSU defeated Detroit Mercy, 91-75, though Weshinskey did not 

play due to mononucleosis (Source). 
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On December 17, MSU downed University of Illinois-Chicago, 75-51; Weshinskey 

continued on the injured list with mononucleosis (Source). 

On December 21, MSU edged Cincinnati, 90-89, with Weshinskey back in the lineup, 

playing 18 minutes, grabbing one rebound, dishing one assist, and scoring five points 

on a 3-pointer (1-3) and a 2-pointer (1-1) (Source). 
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The excerpt below from Bob Hugginsô Pressed for Success (1995) recounts how the 

Spartans pulled off that early in the season win over Cincinnati ï and Weshinskeyôs 

highlight contribution to that victory:  

 

Highlight from a MSU - University of Cincinnati Game (December 21, 1991) 

Source: Bob Hugginsô Pressed for Success (1995) 

On December 27, MSU topped Austin Peay, 82-71, in the Oldsmobile Spartan Classic 

semifinals. In seven minutes on the court, Weshinskey had four rebounds, four assists, 

and five points on 2-3 from the field (0-1 on 3-point attempts) and 1-2 from the foul line 

(Source). 

On December 28, MSU defeated Stanford, 72-62, in the Oldsmobile Spartan Classic 

championship. Playing 15 minutes, Weshinskey had two assists and 11 points shooting 

4-6 from the field, including 1-4 on 3-point four attempts (Source). 

Big Ten Conference 

On January 7, No. 9-ranked Ohio State defeated the Spartans, 62-46. Playing 16 

minutes, Weshinskey had two assists but was 0-4 on field goal attempts (Source). 

Looking back on the game, Weshinskey said: ñThis is a wake-up callò (Source). 
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On January 11, the Spartans squeaked by Illinois, 77-75. Weshinskey, playing ten 

minutes, had a rebound and two points on 1-5 field goal attempts (Source). Chicago 

Tribune writer Paul Sullivan documented the Spartans victory in the article appearing on 

the following page. 
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On January 15, the Spartans defeated Northwestern, 78-61. Playing 18 minutes, 

Weshinskey had two rebounds, an assist, and six points on 3-6 from the field and 0-2 

from the free throw line (Source). 

On January 18, the Spartans downed Minnesota, 86-70. Playing 8 minutes, 

Weshinskey scored six points on 2-3 shooting from the field (including one 3-pointer) 

and 1-2 on free throws (Source). 

Going into the January 22 game against Purdue, the Spartans had beaten the 

Boilermakers only once in their previous six visits to Mackey Arena, an even bigger 

challenge this time since senior forward Matt Steigenga was out for the first time in four 

seasons and 112 games. But the Spartans rose to the challenge, edging the 

Boilermakers, 66-61. 

Playing 15 minutes, Weshinskey had three assists and seven points, including two 3-

pointers on 2-4 shooting from the field and 1-2 on free throws (Source). Lansing State 

Journal sports writer Jack Ebling recounted these Weshinskey highlights: 

 

Purdue freshman guard Matt Waddell, near the gameôs end, was driving into the lane 

and 
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On January 29, the Spartans fell in overtime to No. 15-ranked Michigan, 89-79. Playing 

11 minutes, Weshinskey had two assists and scored seven points on 3-4 shooting from 

the field and 1-2 from the foul line (Source). 

On February 1, the Spartans topped 4th-ranked Indiana, 72-64. Weshinskey played 15 

minutes, had two rebounds, made one assist, and scored two points on 1-5 shooting 

from the field, two of which were 3-point attempts (Source). 

On February 6, Iowa defeated the Spartans, 77-63. Playing 21 minutes, Weshinskey 

had a rebound, three assists, and four points on 1-6 shooting from the field (one 3-

pointer (on three attempts) and 1-2 from the foul line (Source). 

On February 8, the Spartans defeated Wisconsin, 79-64. Playing 17 minutes, 

Weshinskey had a rebound, an assist, and four points on 2-4 shooting from the field 

(Source). 

On February 12, MSU topped Wisconsin, 76-61. Playing 32 minutes (with starting 

guard Shawn Respert ill on the bench), Weshinskey notched a rebound, an assist, and 

a career-high 14 points on two 3-pointers (2-5), 5-10 from the field, and 2-4 from the foul 

line (Source). 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/205385020/?terms=Weshinskey
https://www.newspapers.com/image/204092563/?terms=Weshinskey
https://www.newspapers.com/image/204108679/?terms=Weshinskey
https://www.newspapers.com/image/204115474/?terms=Weshinskey
https://www.newspapers.com/image/204085652/?terms=Weshinskey
https://www.newspapers.com/image/205375832/?terms=Weshinskey
https://www.newspapers.com/image/204085603/?terms=Weshinskey


 

Next up an opportunity to revenge the overtime loss to Michigan earlier in the season. 

Going into the game, Weshinskey commented: 

 

On February 15, the Spartans beat No. 17 Michigan, 70-59. While Weshinskey played 

ten minutes, his shooting was cold (0-5 from the field including a 3-point attempt) but he 

grabbed a rebound (Source). 

On February 19, No. 7-ranked Indiana defeated MSU, 103-73. Weshinskey played 20 

minutes, grabbed six rebounds, and scored 11 points (3-3 on 3-pointers and 4-7 overall) 

(Source). 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/204086033/?terms=Weshinskey
https://www.newspapers.com/image/204086651/?terms=Weshinskey
https://www.newspapers.com/image/204085650

