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Kris Allan Weshinskey

Personal

Kris Weshinskey was born in Arlington Heights, lllinois on March 23, 1972, to Mark
Weshinskey and Mary E. Bissey. Kris played at Okemos High on the JV team his
freshman year and on the Varsity team his sophomore year, after which his father
moved the family to Virginia to take a new job. Weshinskey attended Loudoun Valley
High School in Purcellville (Loudoun County), Virginia, where he was on the Varsity
basketball team during his last two years (1988-90) in high school. On graduating,
Weshinskey returned to the East Lansing area to play basketball for Michigan State
University for four seasons (1990-94) on scholarship.

Okemos High School
1986-87

During his freshman year, Weshinskey (#35) played on the Dan Stolz-coached JV team.

J.V.

his year's 1986-87 J.V. bas-

ketball team chalked up an

impressive 18-1 seasonal re-
cord, one game away from having
an undefeated season. Under the
great guidance of Coach Dan Stolz,
the team was able to out-smart,
out-score, and out-run their oppo-
sition. With such a good season,
this year’s J.V. team will contribute
highly to the Varsity team next
year.

And they did it — they made it to the first
game of the districts.




J.V. BASKETBALL Front Row: Barry Dehlin, Perry Paschal, Jade Bolin
Kirk Helferich, Ned Dike. Row Two: Brad Bagaloff, Mark Linton, Rich
Fisher, Jeff Wendt, Sean Toomer, Chris Weshinskey.

Kris Weshinskey (#35)

The JV team had a nearly perfect season, setting a JV record winning 18 games and
losing only one game.

1987-88

During his sophomore year, Weshinskey played on the Varsity team coached by Stan
Stolz.
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l!v:’Perry Paschal, Chris Weshinskey, Fisher, Mike McCloskey, Jim Wenzel, Jeff
eve Belloli, Brad Lewis, Arastou Mahjoory, Wendt, Sean Toomer, Coach Stan Stolz.
ike Kirksey. Back Row: Adam Howell, Richie

1987-88 Varsity Squad (Kris Weshinskey #20)

On December 4, non-league opponent Holt downed Okemos in a 76-73 season-
opening loss. Weshinskey scored 17 points on five field goals (including two 3-pointers)
and 5-6 from the charity stripe (Source).

On December 8, in the seasond6és first game aga
Okemos beat Howell, 76-33. Weshinskey scored eight points on two field goals and a
perfect 4-4 from the free throw line (Source).

On December 11, Okemos defeated Lansing Catholic Central, 71-49, with
Weshinskey scoring 13 points on five field goals (including a 3-pointer) and 2-5 from the
foul line, raising the Chieftains overall record to 2-1 and 1-0 in the Capital Circuit

(Source).

On December 15, in a non-conference game, Okemos downed Haslett (Source), 73-60,
upping the Chi e-iloveraland 2-0in thecCapital Circuit. Weshinskey
score 13 points on five field goals including a 3-pointer (Source).

On January 8, Okemos defeated Mason, 79-64, with Weshinskey scoring 18 points on
six fields goals (including one 3-pointer) and 5-5 from the charity stripe (Source).

During the ensuing two-week stretch of five games in the last half of January,
Weshinskeydés name did not appear in the box s
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On January 15, Okemos beat Charlotte, 87-51 (Source).

On January 19, Okemos crushed Eaton Rapids, 72-51 (Source).

On January 22, Okemos defeated DeWitt, 67-43 (Source).

On January 26, Okemos downed East Lansing, 74-62 (Source).

1 On January 29, Okemos topped Lake Odessa-Lakewood, 64-59 (Source).
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Interviewed by email as to why his name did not appear in the Box Score for those five
games, Weshinskey replied:

If | was missing in action, it was a combination of lower back pain that | originally played
through and then a "Doctor", who shall remain nameless, tried to do an adjustment on my
back less than an hour before tip off. This made my back much worse and forced me to miss
a few games. Also missed a game or two due to a deep thigh bruise | believe (Kris
Weshinskey, personal communication).

On February 2, with Weshinskey back in the starting lineup, Okemos Howell, 72-51, in
a non-league match. Weshinskey scored 15 points, including a 3-pointer, five 2-point
field goals, and 2-2 from the charity stripe (Source).

On February 5, Okemos defeated Lansing Catholic Central, 81-56, with Weshinskey
scoring ten points on two 3-pointers and two 2-point field goals (Source).

On February 12, Okemos downed Mason, 68-59, with Weshinskey scoring eight points
on three field goals and 2-2 on free throws (Source).

On February 16, Okemos defeated non-conference opponent St. Johns, 69-67, for the
Chieftains 13th straight win (13-1) and an honorable mention in the Associated Press
Class A poll. Weshinskey scored 10 points on three field goals and 2-2 on free throws
(Source).

On February 19, Okemos downed Charlotte, 91-60. Weshinskey scored 23 points on
nine field goals (including three 3-pointers) and 2-3 from the charity stripe (Source).

On February 26, Okemos downed Eaton Rapids, 83-51, with Weshinskey scoring 14
points on six field goals including two 3-pointers (Source).

OKEMOS — After working

a slow-down first half,

Capital Circuit champion Okemos

exploded past Eaton Rapids in the

second half, 52-30, for an 83-51
victory here Friday.

The victory was the 10th with-
out'a loss in Circuit play for the
Chieftains and 15th straight over-
all after one loss.
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On March 1, Okemos rolled over DeWitt, 88-45. Weshinskey chipped in 17 points on
seven field goals including three 3-pointers (Source).

. The Chieftains remain un-
‘beaten in 10 Capital Circuit
games. They are 18-1 overall with
16 straight victories.

On March 4, Okemos head coach Stan Stolz notched his 400th victory in 27 seasons of
coaching and 354th win in 20 seasons as the Chieftains rolled past Lake Odessa-

Lakewood, 98-6 8 . The
in the Capital

victory wrapped

up

Ok emos o
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Weshinskey scored 15 points on six field goals including a 3-pointer (Source).

On March 8, the Chieftains 18-game winning streak came to a screeching halt as
Jackson topped Okemos, 72-60, in Class A Tournament action. Weshinskey scored 12

points on five field goals and 2-2 from the foul line (Source).

The Chieftains seasons ended with an17-2 overall record, with a 17-game winning
streak between a season-opening loss to Holt and a season-ending loss to Jackson.

OKEMOS OPPONENTS
73 HOLT 76
76 HOWELL 43
71  LANSING CATHOLIC 49
73 HASLETT 60
79 MASON 64
87 CHARLOTTE 51
72 EATON RAPIDS 51
67 DEWITT 43
74 EAST LANSING 62
64 LAKEWOOD 59
72 HOWELL 51
81 LANSING CATHOLIC 56
68 MASON 59
69 ST. JOHNS 67
91 CHARLOTTE 60
83 EATON RAPIDS 51
88 DEWITT 45
98 LAKEWOOD 68
60 JACKSON 72
108 LANSING AAU 80
122 LANSING AAU 85
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Kris Weshinskey (Junior Photo)

he last home game for
senmor players and
fans drew to a close.
Tied at 60 with 4%
seconds left, the game's intensity
made sell-out crowds from Osbourn
and home breathless, hoarse, scared,
and thrilled, depending on the play.

Kns Weshinskey and Jason Simms
struggled for a good shot. The fans
dreaded overtime;
many covered their
eyes rather than ob-
serve the porentally
tragic conclusion of
the game.

Weshinskey
plunged: a yumper off
a dnive just inside the
foul line. Coaches,
parents, and fans re-
alized two faces simul-
tancously. One, the
ball hit the front of
the rim. Two, the
clock said eghe sec-
onds, Vincent Mar-
cellus snagged the re-
bound and iced the
game at the buzzer,
62-60.

Polishing off a sea-
son record of 1446,
capturing the district
title, and guarantee-
ing a berth at regionals, all ac-
complished in one fell swoop at the
buzzer, Next stop: the Northwestern
District Tournament. After thar, a
bye, and losses at the Region 11
tournament ar Manassas Park, ended
the Cinderella season.

“In the beginning we didn’t think
we'd go far. We set low goals and

went from there,” said Simms, point
guard and co-captain. The season’s
first three games broughe defeats.

“We started winning when we got
emotional on the court,” sard Simms,
“If someonc was having a bad night
then the rest. . . picked up the slack,”
he said.

An eleven game winning streak,
from the first meeting with Osbourn
to a triumph over Handley in the
tournament finals, 74-58, became
hard core evidence that Coach Scort
Douglas’s tcam was a power house.

Weshinskey was grateful for the
wins, “In the beginning | had a lot of
pressure, since everyone had beard
so much, but after we started winning
the pressure was of )" smd Weshins-
key, who was named to first team All-
Region and second ream All-Srate.

Coach Douglas, who predicted a
season record lower than the real 14-
6 sad, “I'm satisfied, We started 0-3
. ..and thes we wentontowin Ll ina
row and won the district champion-
ship. That's real tribute to Jason and
Vincent.” Douglas coached his 300th
victory the same season.

Two losses due to academic in-
eligibilities, senior Butch Payne, a
scoring guard, and junior Dante
Howard at mideerms proved dish-
carening.

Marcellus, bound for a junior col-
lege, made second team All-Diserice,
scoring 10-17 points per game. “it
was a challenge to see how far we
could go,” he said. “Sometimes | wish
I could go back and start over from
the first game, I'm really going tw
miss playing basketball here, and
playing for such a grear coach, staff,
and teammates,” he finished.

1989 Loudoun Valley High School Yearbook
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1988-1989 LVHS Varsity Squad (#12 Kris Weshinskey)

In early March 1989, with the Loudoun Valley Vikings having won the District
championship and about to compete in Virginia
competition, one newspaper noted Weshinskeyd s pr owe s s vpoirttshott he t hr e

The smaller Vikings, who fin-
ished runner-up in the state last
year, like the three-point shot. And
to master that, they have transfer
Kris Weshinskey, a 6-3 junior
guard who is averaging 24.6 points
a game. Weshinskey has hit 43 of
105 3-point attempts for a 41 per-

cent accuracy this year. He took

the place of Chris Leonard who is LOUDOUN VAI'I'EY
now playing at West Virginia Uni- '

versity.

Unfortunately, in the first game of that regional tournament, Harrisonburg beat the
Vikings, 58-48.

(3rand Slam
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Weshinskey Scores (1989 Yearbook)
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At the end of the season, Kris was named to the Associated Press Virginia All Group AA
second team (Source).

Kris Weshinskey (Senior Photo)

1989-1990 LVHS Varsity Squad (#12 Kris Weshinskey)
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Suspense-filled games, fast-paced action,
and overflowing stands mark the basketoall
season, as varsity players keep

- SPIRI [N

“W hoooa, Bundy!’’ the
basketball players cheered in the
lockerroom. It was as if they
were extended members of the
television’s Bundy family.

The Sunday night sitcom
“Married . . . With Children”’
inspired the chant. The team cir-
cled up before each game to do
the Bundy Cheer and slap hands.
““I think everyone on our team
loved the Bundy’s. It psyched us
up and put us in a good mood’’,
said Kris Weshinsky.

Players mimicked Al Bundy
on and off the court. Tom Cas-
sidy and Weshinskey could be
heard muttering ‘‘Awww Peg’’
in their Bundy voices in class and
in practice. ‘‘Sometimes we
would lose so much energy dur-
ing practice that the only things
that kept us going were the
suckers, candy, and Reese’s from

¥ "JUMPSTREET. In a game
inst Osbourn, Tom Cassidy
the air for a baseline shot.
kings won the home game 46-
hoto by Bryan Welsh)

(Bill) Coburn’’, Cassidy said.

Practices sharpened skills that
led the team to its double victory
at the Times-Mirror Christmas
Tournament. The Vikings won
both rounds of the tournament by
close margins, icing Loudoun
County by two points and Broad
Run by three. Weshinsky consid-
ered the ‘‘Christmas Tourney’
the most exciting and surprising
part of the season.

As close as the margins of vic-
tory at the tournament were the
margins of loss in district games.
Six games were lost by less than
five points. ‘“We made little mis-
takes that cost us big games’’,
said Dante Howard.

““‘It was the little things’’,
Weshinsky said in his Bundy
voice, speaking of missed passes
and shots. ‘‘Losing all the close-
close games was the most dis-
appointing part’’, he said.

Perry Gaskins and Marcel
Howard agreed the most exciting
game was at home against Jeffer-
son. ‘‘Jefferson was when we
played as a TEAM”’, they said.

FLYING HIGH [

““‘And ‘team’ should be in capital
letters.”’

The game, which the Vikings
won 68-66, marked the coming
together of all the vital elements:
skill, talent and teamwork, and
luck. The game came down to the
final buzzer with the Vikings
ahead by two points. A Jefferson
player dribbled past the half-
court, shot as the buzzer sound-
ed, and made a basket. The three
point shot was void, as the ref-
erees determined the shot was
made after time was up.

The season ended on a high
note with Kris Weshinsky named
to First Team All-District. The
senior, who signed a Michigan
State contract also took a place on
the McDonald’s Capital Classic
team, an honor respected nation-
wide.

““Whooa, Bundy’’. It was a
season of close calls and close
ties that survived because of a
team-wide sense of humor,
Bundy style. Sarah Kill Kelley

“SLAM CAM. A reach for a
nd by Kris Weshinskey is
by a remote-controlled
ttached to the backboard.

The home game ended in a 75-69
Viking win over Warren County.
(photo by Bob Ritchie)

1990 Loudoun Valley High School Yearbook



RUNAWAY. Followed by
n’s defense, Kris Weshin-
for a shot. Weshinskey
L points, but Broad Run : - = -
ended up beating the Vikings 76-58. - LV, OP |
(photo by John Diehl) O’Connell .. 5 9
Broad Run 56 70
Loudoun Co. 81 74
Broad Run : 7 68 |
Warren Co. . 58 60
Martinsburg = 50 5
Hand]ey = gg g(l}” - f T
lLoudoun Co. wil 1 All-District
Martinsburg . 0 9L Koo Weshinskey
gl L KiWelintey
Park View 60 ST | nvBonalds Capital
Haédley . gg . :,7% v G |
O’Connell ‘ = Rlees T
Tanee | m g|  mvahnty
BroadRun = 63 75 | : ;
ParkeView =1 = 2. 60| =
Jefferson Co. 68 66 |
‘Warren Co. - 569
Osbourn - . 48 52
Loudoun Co. R 9
Broad Run 71 681 -
7loudoun€o. - 99 33 =
10-13-0

More six foot-five inch men
roamed the hall by the gym than
usual. It was not a visiting basketball
tcam waiting to outsize the Vikings.
It was a corps of visiting college
basketball coaches, interested in re-
cruiting Kris Weshinskey.

Weshinskey caught the attention
of such schools as JMU, UVA,
Wake Forest, and Michigan State.
The coaches visited summer basket-
ball camps to watch players practice
with their home tcams and to discuss
scholarship possibilities.

.. RAFTED

W A pick-up game of sorts is
played to give visiting college recruiters a
look at Kris Weshinskey and his team-
mates in action. Billy Coburn, Lawrence
Zellner, Chris Nickens, and Greg
Herrmann participated in the game in
front of such coaches as UVA’s Terry
Holland. (photo by Bob Ritchie)

1990 Loudoun Valley High School Yearbook
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Kris Weshinskey, Loudoun Valley
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- Selected MVP and to all-tournament team at recent Loudoun Times Mirror Tournament after

scoring 21 points against Loudoun County and 26 against Broad Run.
- The 6-foot-3 junior is averaging 25.3 points per game this year playing shooting gnard.

- Scored 321 points against Jefferson County earlier this season. ...

Michigan State Spartan

During the 1989-90 season We s h i n sc&aehy(Sxratt Douglas) gave Kris a list of 20
potential colleges to consider as potential schools to play basketball at the university
level. Douglas saidthath e 6d wr i t e aa hl| e théad wach te introduce Kris
and provide information about the basketball camps Kris would attend during the
summer of 1989. One of those letters landed on the desk of Michigan State University
Head Coach Jud Heathcote. MSU gave Kris a look over the summer and this led to the
following early 1990 Washington Post article.

WESHINSKEY ANSWERS MICHIGAN STATE CALL

By Bob Kaplow
January 18, 1990

Michigan State basketball coach Jud Heathcote had lost recruits before, but probably not like this. After
watching a promising sophomore play at Okemos High School outside of East Lansing, the player
disappeared. But to a coach more accustomed to Magic than magic, Kris Weshinskey's disappearance was

indeed a mystery.

If only he'd asked any coach in the Northwestern District. For, other than coach Scott Douglas who is
fortunate enough to have the services of the 6-footo3 guard, who transferred to Loudoun Valley before last

year, they had seen more than enough of Heathcote's missing prospect.

"For the caliber of player he's playing against I think he's the best in the district," said Handley Coach Tom

Dixon, who watched Weshinskey beat his team with 33 points in last season's district title game.


https://www.highbeam.com/doc/1P2-1168716.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/local/1990/01/18/weshinskey-answers-michigan-state-call/00128037-f6e0-4d48-bf12-c469f7673800/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.370d3be3edc7

"He's a Division I player without a doubt. He's a blue chip player,” added Park View Coach Ken Edwards.

But, fortunately for both coach and player, Heathcote was tipped off as to Weshinskey's whereabouts by the
father of a friend of Weshinskey's. A Michigan State assistant coach was sent to watch Weshinskey perform at
the prestigious Five Star Basketball Camp. And, after claiming the MVP award of the camp's all-star game and
Most Outstanding Player award for the second week-long session, he was offered a scholarship to the Big Ten

school.

After considering Wake Forest, Virginia and others, Weshinskey signed a letter-of-intent during the early

signing period in November.

"After I moved I thought I wouldn't mind going back there," said Weshinskey, who also strongly considered
attending Wake Forest or Virginia. "When I went {to Michigan State} for a visit, I knew that's where I
belonged."

And once his decision was made he was anxious to put the signing behind him.

"I didn't want to be plaving for college coaches, with them sitting in the stands the whole time," said
Weshinskey. "It would be frustrating if {opponents} were playing those defenses on me and all the college

coaches were watching."”

"Those defenses" are the gimmick alignments that Weshinskey faces in almost every game. After averaging

24.7 points per game as a junior last year, teams are determined to stop the sharp-shooting guard.

"When he's being relied on to do everything, it comes a little harder from the point guard spot," said Douglas,
who moved his standout to point this season. "It's almost inhumane how it works when you have to see it

night in and night out."

Despite the extra attention, Weshinskey is averaging over 18 point per game for the young and struggling
Vikings.

"I can usually get my hands on the ball but every time I penetrate there are three or four guys coming to trap
me,"” Weshinskey said. "It gets frustrating."”

A unanimous all-distriet selection a year ago, Weshinskey also claimed all-region and all-state honors. He has
claimed the MVP award in both Loudoun Times-Mirros Christmas Classies in which he has played and he was
an honorable metion All-Met selection. This year he was a preseason honorable mention All-American by

Street and Smith's basketball magazine.

"There is no question {that he's one of the best players I've had}," said Douglas, who has had a long line of
standout players at Valley, most recently Chris Leonard who is currently playing for West Virginia. "He does
so many things. Kris can jump, he can drive, he can play defense and he can block shots. He's just a cut above

everyone else."
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An excellent shooter off the pass, Weshinskey is steadily improving his ball handling and shooting off the
dribble as he grows accustomed to the point guard spot. And his exceptional jumping ability is evidenced by

27 dunks last season and four in a game earlier this year.

But, despite connecting on 56 percent of his two-point attempts and 42 percent of his three-pointers,

Weshinskey admits he will have to improve his game to compete in the rugged Big Ten.

"Before I go there I have to lift a lot of weights and get my upper body bigger," said Weshinskey, who Hoops
Scoop magazine compared to Charlotte Hornets' guard Rex Chapman. "{The Michigan State coaches} said

that I have a good chance to be in the playing group.”

Then you can be sure Heathcote won't take his eye off his new recruit.

On April 10, 1990, the Lansing State Journal reported that Kris Weshinskey of
Purcellville, Virginia (and formerly of Okemos High) would join the Michigan State
University Spartans (Season).

MSU reecruits

M Andy Penick: 6-foot-2, Plea-
sure Ridge Park high school in
Louisville, Ky.

B Anthony Miller: 6-9, Benton
Harbor.

B Kris Weshinskey: 6-3, Lou-
don Valley in Purceliville, Va.

B Shawn Respert: 6-3, Redford
Bishop Borgess.

Their 1990 incoming class — a four-play-
er group ranked No. 8 in the nation by
HoopScoop — was signed and sealed by
mid-November.

“We’'ve got to polish up a lot of
things,” Weshinskey said. “I know
['ve got to get stronger, become
better able to handle the pressure
of the really quick guards and just
move it up a notch in every area.”
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By JAEK EBLING
Lansing State Journal

You can always go home again if
you're a basketball prospect like Kris
Weshinskey. :

The 6-foot-3 guard, who grew up in
Okemos and moved to Purcellville, Va.,
before his junior year of high school, said
Wednesday he’ll play for Michigan State
next season.

“Until I came out here, I really had no
plans to play major-college basketball,”
Weshinskey said Wednesday.

“I used to go watch Michigan State
play. But there weren't a lot of Big Ten

The Weshi’nékey file

‘@ Name: Kris Weshinskey.
M Size: 6-foot-3. -

B Position: Guard. ¢

B Background: Grew up in Oke-
mos and moved to Purcellville,
Va., before his junior year of
hlgh school.

W Rated: Among the nation’s
top 50 players by The Hoop
Scoop magazine. :

players from Okemos.”

Weshinskey will officially become one
by signing a national letter-of-intent dur-
ing the NCAA's early-signing period in
November.

“I'd pretty much made my mind up
before visiting campus again last week-
end,” said a player who also took trips to
Virginia and Wake Forest.

“I liked Michigan State's campus. And
I liked all its coaches. But there was one
other factor I considered.

“I asked myself, ‘Where would you go
if you didn’t play basketball?’ For me,
that was Michigan State.”

Weshinskey is_ranked among the na-

- tion’s top 50 players by The Hoop Scoop

and is rated the 85th best senior by su-
perscout Bob Gibbons.

He averaged 25 points per game as a
junior and dazzled recruiters at Five-Star
Camps this summer in.Honesdale, Pa.,

“and Pittsburgh.

MSU coach Jud Heathcote remem-
bered Weshinskey from his sophomore
season at Okemos, when he averaged
nearly 14 points per game for Stan Stolz.

And assistant Tom Izzo saw all he need-
ed to see this summer when Weshinskey
went against some of the nation’s best
competition and dunked over players 4
inches taller.

“I guess I've always been a pretty good

Okemos native to play at MSU

jumper,” said a player whose acrobatics
were the talk of the Honesdale camp.

“I'm a little streaky as a 3-point shoot-
er. But I've really improved as a ball-
handler. Now, I'm working hard on my
strength and consistency.”

Weshinskey has a 2.7 grade-point aver-
age and has already met NCAA standards
on fthe Scholastic Aptitiude Test. -

He'sseen as an off guard in the Spartan
plans, especially with Kirk Manns and
Todd Wolfe leaving after this season.

Heathcote plans to sign four prep
standouts, including another guard, afor-
ward and an inside player.

“Jud said he plans to bring two guards
in, and that one will have a great chance
to start as a freshman,” Weshinskey said
of half of a four-player recruiting elass:

“I think I'm more of a 2 guard. And I
think Michigan State offers the best op-
portunity for me there.”

It also offers a chance to play in the
Breslin Student Events Center, a radical-
ly different enviranment from Jenison
Field House, where Weshinskey was an
occasional spectator.

“That wasn't the reason I chose Michi-
gan State,” he said. *“But the Breslin Cen-
ter seems huge in comparison. It'll be
wild to play in front of so many people.”

.Including so ‘many old friends. =~

On March 27, Kris Weshinskey and the U.S. All-Stars team competed against the
Capital All-Starsinthe 17"annu a |

Centre in Landover, Maryland.

Mc Don al

dos

"Shawn Bradley, 7 feet 6, will lead
the U1.S. All-Stars against the Capital
All-Stars in the 17th annual McDon-
ald's Capital Classic tonight at 8 at
the Capital Centre.

. The Capital basketball team won
last year but trails in the series,
10-6.

Bradley has averaged 25 points,
17 rebounds and nine blocked shots
for -Emery County High in Castle
Dale, Utah.

In'addition to playing basketball,
Bradley is the starting shortstop for
Emeéry County's baseball team, bat-
ting .407 last year. He also is an avid
gnller

ﬁpadley is one of six members of
the McDonald's All-America team
selected for the Capital Classic.

“The other All-Americans on the
U.S. team are forward Melvin Simon
and center Bill Curley. Curley will
not play because of a foot injury.

“The three All-Americans on the
Capital team are forward Grant Hill,
center Michael Smith and forward
Kendrick Warren.

7-6 All-American to lead U.S. stars

Capital Classic rosters

CAPITAL ALL-STARS

6-
Coach: Henry Lindsey (Cardozo)

Name Hgt. School College
Christian Ast 6-8 High Point Duke
Kenneth Blakeney 6-4 DeMatha undecided
Randolph Childress 6-1 Flint Hill Wake Forest
Robert Churchwell 6-7 Gonzaga Georgetown
Kevin Gregory 6-3 Cardozo undecided
Charles Harrison 6-2 Carroll Georgetown
Grant Hilt 6-8 South Lakes Duke
Frank Martin 6-1 Anacostia Marshall
Lawrence Moten 6-4 Carroll undecided
Dickey Simpkins 6-10 Friendly Providence
Michael Smith 6-8 Dunbar, D.C Providence
Darnell White 6-1 J.E.B. Stuart undecided
At large
Kendrick Warren Thomas Jefferson (Va.) undecided

U.S. ALL-STARS

x-will not pla because of foot injury

Name Hgt. School Home state College
Shawn Bradley 7-6  Emery County Utah BYU

Marty Clark 6-6 St Joseph Illinois Duke

x-Bill Curle 6-9  Duxbury Mass. Boston Col.
Jonathan Haynes 6-2 own Friends  F y Temple
Antonio Lang 6-6 LeFlore Alabama undecided
Andy Penick 6-2  Pleasure Ridge Park  Kentucky Michigan St.
Robert Phelps 6-4 Nazareth New York Providence
Kenneth Roberts 68  Bingham Utah undecided
Melvin Simon 6-8 A p Shaw L New Orleans
Pat Sullivan 6-9  Bogota New Jersey North Carolina
Justin Thompson 6-3  Osceola Florida Georgia
Carlin Warley 6-7  Phil-Mont Academy Pennsylvania St. Joseph's
Kris Weshinskey 6-3  Loudoun Valley Virginia Michigan St.

Coach: Jim Yerkovich (Judge Memorial, Salt Lake City, Utah)
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Michigan State University

Over the four seasons as a Spartan, Weshinskey ( 6 @layed i s wi n ¢i rataimed
playing small forward and other times as guard (or both positions during the same
game).

1990-91

During his first season playing for the Spartans, Weshinskey was in the company of
great basketball talent (see team roster below), including future NBA players such as
Steve Smith (who led the team in scoring with 25.2 points per game) and fellow
freshman Shawn Respert.

No Name Pos Year Height Pts Reb Ast
22 | Jeff Casler G |5R |60 04 04 02
45 | Ron Haley F S0 | 6-6 04 00 02
42 | Parish Hickman |F | JR | 6-T 62 39 04
44 | Matt Hofkamp C |FR 610 08 04 00
11 | Mark Montgomery | G | JR | 6-2 73 |33 |59
12 | Andy Penick G |FR |62 41 |06 |08
54 | Mike Peplowski |C |30 610 |74 |65 |04
24 | Shawn Respert G |FR 63 00 |00 |00
21 | Steve Smith G |5R 6T 25260 |37
35 | Matt Steigenga F JR |67 12849 |22
31 | Dwayne Stephens | F S0 |67 52 |43 |13
3 | Kris Weshinskey |G |FR | 6-3 28 (11 |07
25 | Jon Zulauf F 50 |66 13 1.7 01

MEN'S BASKETBALL TEAM: Front Row: Manager Mike Stelmaszek, Head Caach Jud Heathoote, Steve Smith, Matt Hofkamp, Dwayne Stephens, Mike Peplowski, Parish Hicknan, Mt
Steigenga, Jon Zulauf, Graduate Assistant Brian Gregory, Student Assistant Strength Coach Dave Ferguson. Back Row: Manager Scott Bernecker, Assistant Coach Jim Boylen, Assistaat

Coach Stan Joplin, Trainer Tom Mackowiak, Andy Penick, Shawn Respert, Kris Weshinskey, Mark M 'y, Jedf Casler, Associate Head Conch Tom lzzo, Manager Kevin Reese.

Source: 1991 Red Cedar Log Yearbook


https://wikivisually.com/wiki/1990%E2%80%9391_Michigan_State_Spartans_men's_basketball_team

Preseason Exhibition

On November 3, the Spartans played their Green and White Scrimmage, with the
White beating the Green, 82-65, and Weshinskey scoring 21 points.

By GORDON TROWBRIDGE
Lansing State Journal

+~« EAST LANSING — It was just a
glorified practice, but it did give
Michigan State basketball fans
their first glimpse of a promising
pair of guards.

Freshmen Kris Weshinskey and
Andy Pennick, playing for the first
time in front of the home fans at
the Breslin Center, were the most
impressive players not named
Steve Smith in the Spartans’ Green
and White Game Saturday.

They even got more attention
than Detroit prep sensation Chris

Weshinskey Pennick

Webber, who was nevertheless the Weshinskey scored 21 points
subject of some “We Want Web- and Pennick 19, both while alter-
ber!” chants. nating between Green and White

“This was a good opportunity to || Weshinskey, who played at Oke-
play with a lot of people here and || mos High School before his family

see what it's like,” said Weshins- || moved to Purcellville, Va.. said it
key, who hit nine of 14 field 80al || was helpful to play with fans in the
attempts. “It’s quite a bit different

shooting with people in the arena,” | | Stands.

On November 12, the #4-ranked Spartans lost to Athletes in Action (AlA), 94-91, in an
exhibition game. Playing only three minutes,
Al'A Il ead] to a point Baumce)MSU with 0:5 showing

Non-Conference

On November 23, the Spartans defeated Furman, 78-73. Playing eleven minutes,
Weshinskey had two rebounds and two points shooting 1-5 from the field including 0-1
on a 3-point attempt (Source).

On November 28, Nebraska upset the Spartans, 71-6 9. Weshi nskey6s name
appear in the box score (Source).

On December 1, Bowling Green State topped MSU, 98-85. Playing nine minutes,
Weshinskey had one rebound, two assists, and eight points shooting 3-4 from the field
(including 1-2 on 3-point attempts) and 1-2 on free throws (Source).

After two consecutive losses, Coach Heathcote looked to make a change in the starting
lineup (see box below).
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On December 8, MSU downed the University of Detroit, 83-61. Weshinskey played 21

Lineup switch
seemed to work

By GORDON TROWBRIDGE
Lansing State Journal

DETROIT — The first results
from Jud Heathcote's chemisty ex-
periment are in, and so far, he
looks a lot more like a Nobel Prize
winner than a mad scientist.

Heathcote,
the coach of
Michigan
State’s talent-
ed-but-falter-
ing basketball |/
team, tried to |/ e \
steady his list-
ing boat by
shakingitupa
little bit Satur-
day night
against the
University of
Detroit.

Subtract forward Parish Hick-
man from the starting lineup, add
freshman guard Kris Weshinskey,
and Heathcote came up with solid
play from the newcomer, a season-
best performance from the dis-
placed starter and an 83-61
victory.

““We thought maybe another
guard would help us,” said Heath-
cote of a move he’d been consider-
ing“for weeks. “Weshinskey and
Andy Penick might not be ready to
play, but we need another ball-
handler to take some pressure off
Steve Smith, and another shooter
to give us another outside threat on
the floor.”

Weshinskey worked all week
with the starting team in practice,
which, given Heathcote's grumpy
practice personality, might not
seem like such a promotion.

‘I was nervous all day, all week
really,” Weshinskey said. “There’s
& lot more pressure. In practice

Weshinskey

the coaches yell at you a lot more
when you make a mistake, be-
cause more is ed of you.”

In 21 minutes of floor time, We-
shinskey hit three of six field goal
attempts, all three misses coming
on 3-point tries. More importantly,
he gave the Spartans added defen-
sive quickness, and committed
only one turnover.

Weshinskey said he thinks the
primary advantage of the three-
guard lineup is on defense, an area
of top concern for Heathcote after
giving up 98 points to Bowling
Green a week ago.

“I think we can check more peo-
ple,” he said. “Steve can go either
way, and check a guard or a

‘forward.”

In addition, Smith and point
guard Mark Montgomery were
freed from some of the ball-han-
dling pressure that had resulted in
an average of 15.3 turnovers per
game in MSU's first three games.

While Weshinskey was enjoying
his first college start, Hickman
was enduring watching the game
in his hometown instead of playing
in it.

“It really didn’t bother me,” said
a diplomatic Hickman. “I knew I
was going to play, and I just tried to
play as hard as I could while I was
out there. It was just one of those
things.”

Hickman scored 11 points, a sea-
son-high, and grabbed five re-
bounds in 16 minutes of floor time.

“It means a lot playing at home.
You want to put out a good effort
for everyone,” said Hickman, who
couldn't even guess at how many
friends and family members
where in the stands at Cobo Arena.

While Hickman seemed to react
well to coming off the bench,
Heathcote admitted the demotion

minutes, had two rebounds, three assists, and nine points shooting 3-6 on 3-point
attempts (Source).

On December 13, the Spartans downed Cincinnati, 65-63. While Weshinskey did not

score, he had four rebounds (Source).

On December 15, MSU lost to No. 1-ranked UNLV, 95-7 5 .

ASpartan

Stephens replaced guard Kris Weshinskey in the starting lineup, specifically to give

MS U

a

bi

g

body to

wor k
and grabbed 14 rebounds (Source). Playing seven minute, Weshinskey had an assist

against

[ UNLVG s

and four points shooting 2-4 from the field (missing his one 3-point attempt (Source).
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On December 18, MSU downed Evansville, 81-76. Returning to the starting lineup,
Weshinskey played 28 minutes, had two assists, and scored seven points on 2-4 from
the field (including 0-1 on a 3-point attempt) and 3-3 from the charity stripe (Source).

n

Lansing State Journal/ MARGIE GARRISON

Kris Weshinskey (3) of Michigan State leaves Evansville’s Billy Reid behind Tuesday night at
the Breslin Center. The Spartans won overcame a 41-38 halftime deficit to win 81-76.

On December 20, the Spartans topped Central Michigan, with Weshinskey playing
eight minutes but not recording any stats in the box score (Source).

On December 28, the Spartans defeated George Mason, 97-72. Weshinskey, playing
17 minutes, had three rebounds, two assists, and nine points on 3-7 from the field and
3-4 from the foul line (Source).
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Freshman guards coming into own

By JEFF Z10GITT
Lansing State Joasnad

EAST LANSING — It may have
taken aine games, but Michigan
State’s Andy Penick and Kris We.
shinskey are finally puting o
together

The freshman guards saw plea-
1y of playing time due to the injury
to starting point guard Mark
Mongomery

The pair came throagh for their
best performance of (he year as
the Spartans rolled to a 97-72 vic-

© 6 They were looking to shoot the ball and we
needed someone to shoot it. Hopefully they use this
as a building block in the future. 9 @

—~ MSU assistant coach Stan Joplin

Weshinskey also chipped in a
career-high nine points and added

termnoon — o give him time to get

Spartan Classic,

ame

including three J-pointers

tory over George Mason (2-8) in
the first rogand ofthe Oldsmobile

The Spartuns (6-3) play Louiss-
ana Tech at about 8 p.m. today in
the champlonship game. George
Mason and Coastal Carolina witl
play i pm. in the consolation

Penick, who started the game in
ihe place of the inured Montgom-
ery scored a career-high 13 points,

three assists,

“We were looking for some pesi-
tive things from those two because
they havea't been playlag well”
MSU assistant coach Stan Jeplin
sakl. “They took o step in the right
direction tonight

“They were looking to shoot the
ball and we needed someone to
shoot i1 Hopefully (hey use (his as
2 building block in the fetere.”

Coach Jud NHeathcole told Pen-
ick that he was starting Friday af-

DeTVORS,

But Penick didn't appear o be
on Ihe edge.

“I felt it was a great opporiumni-
ty.” Penick sald."It was hard for
me coming off the bench because
I've never played that role before,
This was lke going back to old
limes.™

Tae 6{oot-2 guard from Louis

ville, Ky. scored his first points of
the game on a 3-pointer from the
baseline, The next time down (he
court he drilled an 1B-footer to
give the Spartans a 25-9 lead.

He also made a 3-pointer as the
gime ended. Penick, barring o
major improvement in Montgom-
ery's knee, will start against Lous-
«ana Tech

Weshinskey mode a scooping re
verse lay-up and two possesions
later made & jumper Trom the top
of the ey 10 make il 3412

For the first time this season,
Peawck and Weshinskey plaved to-
gether for an extended amounl of
time

They played 1he fast four min-
ules of the first half taghether
when Steve Smith picked up his
second foul and played much of
the second half together

“The coaches really don't like to
play two freshman guards al the
same time.” Weshinskey sald, "1
felt good to get a tot of minutes
Both of us needed games where we
shol (ke ball

“He hit a coupie of threes. Now
oll 1 peed is o game where I start
hitting more shots, but | fel more
confident tonight ™

On December 29, the Spartans downed Louisiana Tech, 77-62. Weshinskey played
two minutes and scored two points on one field goal attempt (Source).
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On January 3, the Spartans downed Michigan, 85-70. Weshinskey played only two
minutes, was 0-2 on field goal attempts, and hauled in one rebound (Source).
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On January 5, lowa defeated the Spartans, 79-66. Playing 16 minutes, Weshinskey had

two rebounds, an assist, and 11 points shooting 5-9 from the field (including 1-3 on 3-
point attempts) (Source).

On January 10, the Spartans beat Wisconsin, 65-50. Weshinskey played only six
minutes and was 0-1 on field goal attempts (Source).

On January 12, the Spartans topped Northwestern, 66-59. While in the game for only
one minute, Weshinskey had no stats except for a foul (Source).

On January 17, MSU downed lllinois, 71-68. Playing only two minutes, Weshinskey
managed one notch in the stat book i a foul (Source).

On January 8, going into the January 10 game with Wisconsin, Lansing State Journal
sports writer provided the following commentary on Weshinskey:

Spartan
Notebook

MEN'S BASKETBALL

Penick and Weshinskey
aren’t interchangeable

By JACK EBLING
Lansing State Journal

'0‘0‘9‘9‘0'0‘0'

EAST LANSING — The numbers on Andy Penick’s jersey add up
to those on Kris Weshinskey’s. But No. 12 and No. 3 aren’t equal as
basketball guards in the mind of Michigan State coach Jud
Heathcote.

Penick is better as a 3-point weapon against zones. And Weshins-
key is definitely ahead as a defender. It only seems as if they're

= interchangeable freshmen for a team that cries
for consistency off the bench.

“When we’re trying to stress offense, Andy
does a better job,” Heathcote said Monday.
“When we want a guy who can maybe even take
Matt Steigenga’s place and play better defense,
that's Weshinskey.”

With the 28th-ranked Spartans expecting plen-
ty of zone defense from Wisconsin at 8 p.m.
Thursday and Northwestern at 4 p.m. Saturday,
logic would dictate more playing time for Penick
this week.

Penick Yet, Penick outscored Weshinskey 10-0 against

Michigan, which relied on a man-to-man defense.

And Weshinskey outpointed Penick 11-0 at lowa, when the zone was

nearly always present. It made as much sense as MSU guard Steve

Smith failing to score in the first half against the Hawkeyes, then
outscoring any two players on the floor after the break.

On January 19, the Spartans defeated Minnesota, 73-64, without the services of
Weshinskey whose name is not listed in the box score (Source).
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On January 23, the Spartans lost to Purdue, 62-51. Weshinskey played four minutes
but was scoreless on a 0-1 three-point attempt (Source).

On January 26, the Spartans fell to Indiana, 97-63. Playing 11 minutes, Weshinskey
had four rebounds, two assists, and two points shooting 1-3 from the field (Source).

On January 31, MSU downed Ohio State, 75-61. Playing 13 minutes, Weshinskey had
a rebound, an assist and four points on a three-pointer (his only shot attempt) and 1-2
from the free throw line (Source).

On February 7, the Spartans fell to lowa, 71-67. Playing nine minutes, Weshinskey had
a rebound and two points (1-4 field goal attempts including 0-2 on three-point attempts)
(Source).

On February 9, Wisconsin defeated MSU, 84-78, in double overtime. Playing 13
minutes, Weshinskey scored three points on 3-3 shooting plus grabbed two rebounds
(Source).

Associated Press

Michigan State’s Kris Weshinskey tries to drive past Wisconsin's Tim Locum.
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On February 14, the Spartans edged out Northwestern, 55-53. Playing 15 minutes,
Weshinskey had a rebound and scored four points on a three-pointer (missing his other
three field goal attempts) and 1-2 at the charity stripe (Source).

On February 16, the Spartans defeated lllinois, 62-58. Weshinskey, playing ten
minutes, grabbed one rebound and scored two points shooting 1-1 from the field
(Source).

On February 23, the Spartans downed Purdue, 75-58. While getting only two minutes
of playing time, Weshinskey was 2-2 from the free throw line (Source).

On February 25, the Spartans topped Minnesota, 74-72. Weshinskey grabbed one
rebound during four minutes on the floor and did not attempt any shot attempts
(Source).

On February 28, the Spartans again fell to Indiana, 62-56. Weshinskey grabbed one
rebound during two minutes of playing time (Source).

On March 3, #2-ranked Ohio State downed MSU, 65-64, thoughWe s hi nskey 6s namé
does not appear in the box score (Source).

On March 9, the Spartans again defeated Michigan, 66-59, but Weshinskey had only
one minute of playing time and only notched a foul in the stat book (Source).

NCAA Tournament
MSU received an at-large bid as a No. 5 seed for the NCAA Tournament.

On March 15, in a First Round game, the Spartans beat Wisconsin-Green Bay, 60-58
on Steve Smit h owth\Weshmgkeymettingeoaetmenute on the floor
(Source).

On March 17, MSU fell in double overtime, 85-84, to No. 10 Utah in a Second Round
game, though Weshinskey got two minutes of playing time (Source).

The Spartans finished the season with an overall 197 11 record and an 11i 7 record in
the Big Ten (finishing in third place). During his first year playing as a Spartan,
Weshinskey averaged 2.5 points per game.

In a March 24 Lansing State JournaliL. oo ki ng Aheado (tosporsxt sSeasic
writer Jack Ebling provided an assessment: A Kr i s We3Zsbphomerk gugrd: A 6
combination guard without a glaring weakness, but with work to do in all areas to

convince his coach$srceheds the answer o (
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1991-92

During his sophomore season, and in the next two seasons, Weshinskey would
challenge freshmen Shawn Respert and Eric Snow for playing time at the guard position

1991-92 Michigan State Spartans men's basketball team

20 | Mark Bluem
45 | Ron Haley
34 | Anthaony Miller

JR 6B 03 02 |02
S50 69 72 |52 (038
SR 62 70 |37 (63
SR 610 [133 83 11
FR | 6-3 158 21 (21
FR | 6-3 11 |06 (1.0
SR 67 10245 |20
JR 6T 11|50 (28
50 | 6-3 64 |15 |15
JR |66 31 |16 |05

11 | Mark Montgomery
54 | Mike Peplowski
24 | Shawn Respert
13 | Enic Snow

35 | Matt Steigenga

31 | Dwayne Stephens
3 | Krs Weshinskey
25 | Jon Zulauf

Mm@ M MGG T T

Front row: Graduate Assistant Coach Brian Gregory \sslsum Coach Stan Joplin, Andy Penick, Kris Weshinskey, Mark Montgomery, Had C mdn .h-d Hnlhco(z, Shawn
Respert, Eric Snow, Associate Head Coach Tom Lzzo, Assistant Coach Jim Boylen. Back row: Manager Erik Qual Manager Scott Bernecker, Steve Nicodemus, Jon Zulauf,

Dwayne Stephens, Mike Pwplowski, Anthony Miller, Matt Steigenga, Daimon Beathea, Trainer Tom Mackowiak.

Source: 1992 Red Cedar Log Yearbook
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Summer Exhibition

During June of 1991, the Spartans basketball team traveled to Australia for the
Australian Basketball Tour, playing eight games in nine days. Against various Australian
teams, the Spartans won three games and the Australians five. Below Some press
clippings on the tour are presented below.

On June 11, the Lansing State Journal reported:

MSU loses its first
game in Australia

Associated Press

MELBOURNE, Australia — After a 30-hour
trip, Michigan State lost the first game of its
Australian basketball tour, falling to Victoria Se-
lect of Melbourne, 123-114.

Kris Weshinskey and Jon Zulauf scored 22
points each for the Spartans, but Victoria Select
outscored MSU from the foul line 41-17, shooting
51 foul shots to the Spartans’ 21.

Former Michigan Mr. Basketball Anthony
Miller, in his first game as a Spartan, scored nine
points and grabbed nine rebounds. Dwayne Ste-
phens added 18 points and 11 rebounds, and
Mike Peplowski scored 12 points and pulled
down seven rebounds. Mark Montgomery
scored 11 points and Andy Penick added 10.

MSU coach Jud Heathcote said jet lag played a
factor in the loss.

“Qur trip was extended an hour when fog de-
layed our plane trip from Sydney to Melbourne,”
said Heathcote.

The Spartans led 69-64 at halftime, but began
to run out of legs in the third quarter. At one
stage of the last quarter, they trailed by 18
points.

On June 13, the Lansing State Journal reported:

Montgomery, Miller
lift MSU to 1st win

Lansing State Journal

HORSHAM, Australia — Mark Montgomery
scored 24 points and Anthony Miller had 18 points
and 15 rebounds to lead Michigan State toa 112-106
victory over the Horsham Hornets Wednesday
night. .

Sophomore guard Kris Weshinskey added 19
points as Michigan State scored its first victory
after two losses on the tour.

Montgomery, a senior from Inkster, hit on nine
of 10 shots from the field and added eight assists.
Jon Zulauf, a junior from Port Huron, added 14
points.

Horsham’s Howard Spencer, who played at Au-
burn, scored 45 points for the semi-pro team. Mich-
igan State plays Dandennong today in Melbourne.

On June 18, the Lansing State Journal reported:
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MSU drops to 3-4 on Australian tour

Michigan State dropped to 3-4 on its Australian basket-
ball tour with a 105-99 loss to Illawara Sunday.

Kris Weshinskey led the Spartans with 24 points, Jon
Zulauf added 15, Anthony Miller had 14 points and 10
rebounds and Mark Montgomery scored 14 points.

MSU had evened its record earlier in the tour with a
106-94 overtime win over the Sydney Kings. In that
game, Zulauf scored 23 points and grabbed 10 rebounds,
and Mike Peplowski added 16 points and 12 rebounds.

The Spartans have two games remaining in Australia
before returning home Saturday.

Preseason Exhibition

On November 16, MSU downed the Cuban National team, 103-65, with Weshinskey
scoring 14 points (Source).

On November 20, the Spartans defeated Athletes In Action, 92-71. Playing 15
minutes, Weshinskey grabbed two rebounds and scored three points on 1-4 shooting
(1-2 on three-point attempts) (Source).

Non-Conference

On November 25, the Spartans beat Lamar, 81-68, in the Maui Invitational quarterfinals.
Playing 18 minutes, Weshinskey had four rebounds, three assists, and 13 points
(including one three-pointer) on 5-6 field goal attempts and 2-2 from the foul line
(Source).

On November 26, MSU topped Rice, 75-67, in the Maui Invitational semifinals. Playing
24 minutes, Weshinskey grabbed a rebound, had one assist, and scored eight points on
3-13 shooting and 2-2 from the free throw line (Source).

On November 27, MSU beat Arkansas, 86-71, in the Maui Invitational championship.
Playing 15 minutes, Weshinskey had a rebound, an assist, and eight points on 4-5 field
goal attempts (Source).

On December 4, MSU beat Nebraska, 101-78. Playing 27 minutes, Weshinskey had
two rebounds, seven assists, and seven points on 3-5 shooting from the field including
1-1 on 3-point attempts (Source).

On December 7, MSU downed Dayton, 83-74. Playing 13 minutes, Weshinskey had
one rebound, one assist, and four points (4-4 on free throws) but went 0-4 on field goal
attempts including 0-2 on 3-point attempts (Source).

On December 14, MSU defeated Detroit Mercy, 91-75, though Weshinskey did not
play due to mononucleosis (Source).
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On December 17, MSU downed University of lllinois-Chicago, 75-51; Weshinskey
continued on the injured list with mononucleosis (Source).

On December 21, MSU edged Cincinnati, 90-89, with Weshinskey back in the lineup,
playing 18 minutes, grabbing one rebound, dishing one assist, and scoring five points
on a 3-pointer (1-3) and a 2-pointer (1-1) (Source).

Lansing State Journal W Sunday, Dec 22, 1991

jR;ISU's Weshinskey
‘comes back strong

By WARREN KENT i
Lansing State Journal

EAST LANSING — Call him
Mono Kid. Jud did.

Michigan State sophomore
guard Kris Weshinskey, who
missed the Spartans’ previous two
wins over Detroit and Illinois-Chi-
cago because of a bout with mono-
.. nucleosis, came through in the

clutch Saturday.

With just
under 10 sec-
onds remain-
ing in the
game and
MSU trailing

. Cincinnati 89-
87, freshman
Shawn Re-
spert found
Weshinskey
on the left
side. Weshins-
key squared Weshinskey

.Lo. the hoop and fired in the go-
ahead 3-pointer with six seconds
left on the clock.

And when Cincinnati’'s Anthony
Buford missed a buzzer shot, the
Spartans had a 90-89 win despite
trailing by as many as 18 points.

“It’s nice to have the Mono Kid
back to hit the 3-pointer,” Spartan
coach Jud Heathcote said.

Weshinskey, who played 18 min- Lanaing Suim PN SRR
utes, figured he would only get to K Westishey, Sho (e piving Crose Aty S lie O
plav a couple minutes, if any.

“The last couple of days, I felt
Jreally good,” said Weshinskey,

who lost five pounds during the ill-
ness. “When I.really had it bad, I'd To Weshinskey, however, it’s not
sleep all the time. I didn’t want to fantastic. It was just part of his job.
practice.” P

In addition to the 14,329 fans Ib:;stt io':‘f :’ exgh‘t! a:}d gavi;:
who were cheering his last-second my g 5% c was j
shot, Weshinskey won a fan on his lucky, I guess.
own team.

: "Kris Weshlnskey is just a soph-

,omore,’ Jumor center Mike Pe-
plowekl said. “He’s been out with
mono and hits a 3-pointer. To me,
that's fantastic.”
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The excerpt bel owPréssed for SBcoess (1985yrgcounts ow the
Spartans pulled off that early in the season win over Cincinnatitand Weshi nskeyo6s
highlight contribution to that victory:

Then came Michigan State—this time, at East Lansing. This
was our first standout opponent of the season, the 12th-ranked
team nationally. For the second straight season, we took an 18-
point lead. For the second straight season, we blew it at the end.
Jud’s guys got back into the game by killing us in transition, and
they kept throwing the ball inside to Mike Peplowski, and we
didn’t do a very good job of guarding him.

That hurt us, and so did forward Dwayne Stephens, who
made some shots he normally doesn’t make and that we didn’t
think he would. Then at the end, we missed a ton of free throws,
making only 22 of 35 for the game while they made 17 of 23. If
you keep getting fouled and you keep missing free throws, it

demoralizes you. They took the lead on a broken play. We knew
exactly the play they were going to run, but Anthony gambled
on defense when he shouldn’t have, going for the steal instead
of keeping future NBA first-round pick Shawn Respert in front
of him. Now Anthony was out of the play, and the guy pen-
etrated, pitched the ball back to Kris Weshinskey, who made the
three-pointer with five seconds left. We still had a chance to win
it at the end, but Anthony missed a 14-foot jump shot at the
buzzer, and we lost, 90-89.

Highlight from a MSU - University of Cincinnati Game (December 21, 1991)
Source:Bo b Hu gRresses for Success (1995)

On December 27, MSU topped Austin Peay, 82-71, in the Oldsmobile Spartan Classic
semifinals. In seven minutes on the court, Weshinskey had four rebounds, four assists,
and five points on 2-3 from the field (0-1 on 3-point attempts) and 1-2 from the foul line
(Source).

On December 28, MSU defeated Stanford, 72-62, in the Oldsmobile Spartan Classic
championship. Playing 15 minutes, Weshinskey had two assists and 11 points shooting
4-6 from the field, including 1-4 on 3-point four attempts (Source).

Big Ten Conference

On January 7, No. 9-ranked Ohio State defeated the Spartans, 62-46. Playing 16
minutes, Weshinskey had two assists but was 0-4 on field goal attempts (Source).
Looking back on the game, Waghiclauktahy (sai d: AT
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On January 11, the Spartans squeaked by Illinois, 77-75. Weshinskey, playing ten
minutes, had a rebound and two points on 1-5 field goal attempts (Source). Chicago
Tribune writer Paul Sullivan documented the Spartans victory in the article appearing on
the following page.

EAST LANSING — It can’t be over-and-back if it’s
never over.

And according to the rules, the only thing that was
over when Michigan State scored the game-winning
basket last Saturday was Illinois’ chance for an upset.

That was the point that was missed by CBS analyst
Bill Raftery in his criticism of a crucial no-call in the
Spartans’ 77-75 Big Ten triumph in Breslin Center.

MSU scored its final two points with 0.2 seconds left
on an open-court layup by Kris Weshinskey, the prod-
uct of an inbounds give-and-go from 80 feet away.

Raftery prompily screamed that the play should
have been nullified since inbounds receiver Dwayne
Stephens took off from the frontcourt, caught the ball
in midair and landed straddling the time line before
stepping into the backcourt and flipping a blind pass
over his right shoulder for the assist.

“I'll bet Bill didn't know the rule,” said Spartan
coach Jud Heathcote Monday. ‘“Most people don’t. It
used to be where the player took off. Now, it’'s where
he lands. And what used to maybe be a violation is
legal this year.”

Jan. 11, 1992: After a charge called against Ul's Rennie Clemons with 3.6 seconds
left, Dwayne Stephens hit Kris Weshinskey for an open layup as time ran out to give
MSU a 77-75 victory.

ILLINI FALL ASLEEP AT THE FINISH

By Paul Sullivan, Chicago Tribune
CHICAGO TRIBUME

JANUARY 12, 1982 | EAST LANSING, MICH.
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I t was a totally helpless feeling that the Fighting Illini experienced Saturday as they
watched little-known Michigan State reserve Kris Weshinskey take off on an
unobstructed dash to glory.

Anyone who has ever driven a car off a cliff or dived into a swimming pool without any
water in it could certainly empathize with Illinois™ plight. One moment, the Illini had the
ball with nine seconds left in a tie game and a shot at a huge upset of ninth-ranked
Michigan State on the road in front of a national TV audience. For perhaps the first time
this season, the future seemed bright for coach Lou Henson 's struggling young team.

But the next moment, there was Weshinskey, all alone at halfcourt and on his way to
scoring a buzzer-beating layup for a 77-75 come-from-behind victory.

The final seconds provided one wacky turning point after another. Weshinskey had
inbounded the ball to Dwayne Stephens with 3.6 seconds left, then took a blind pass from
Stephens and waltzed unescorted for the winning basket as five Illini defenders trailed
behind with looks of disbelief on their faces.

Illinois had just turned the ball over at :03.6, thanks to a controversial charging call
against guard Rennie Clemons, whose drive for the go-ahead basket was impeded by
Spartans guard Mark Montgomery. Replays showed that Montgomery s feet were still
moving, but Michigan State got the call and an improbable victory over the 15-point
underdogs.

The charge led directly to Weshinskey s basket, and suddenly it was all over. It s a play
the Illini will no doubt see on film over and over this week.

"We were supposed to cover each guy man-for-man and have a safety,"

said Henson. "For some reasons, our guys did not do that . . . we didn "t handle that very
well. But we wouldn 't have had to if the other things worked out."
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On January 15, the Spartans defeated Northwestern, 78-61. Playing 18 minutes,
Weshinskey had two rebounds, an assist, and six points on 3-6 from the field and 0-2
from the free throw line (Source).

On January 18, the Spartans downed Minnesota, 86-70. Playing 8 minutes,
Weshinskey scored six points on 2-3 shooting from the field (including one 3-pointer)
and 1-2 on free throws (Source).

Going into the January 22 game against Purdue, the Spartans had beaten the
Boilermakers only once in their previous six visits to Mackey Arena, an even bigger
challenge this time since senior forward Matt Steigenga was out for the first time in four
seasons and 112 games. But the Spartans rose to the challenge, edging the
Boilermakers, 66-61.

Playing 15 minutes, Weshinskey had three assists and seven points, including two 3-
pointers on 2-4 shooting from the field and 1-2 on free throws (Source). Lansing State
Journal sports writer Jack Ebling recounted these Weshinskey highlights:

Last-minute steals by Kris We-
shinskey and Mark Montgomery
saved the shorthanded Spartans
Wednesday and sealed a 66-61 win
over pesky Purdue, just their sec-
ond victory in the last seven visits
to Mackey Arena.

But those final heroics would
never have happened without 17
points from Shawn Respert, 35
points from the three-man back-
court and 7-for-10 success from 3-
point range.

“As always when you win on the
road, it’s a team effort,” said MSU
coach Jud Heathcote, whose 14th-
ranked team moved to 3-2 in the
Big Ten and to 13-2 overall. “You
usually have to have four or five
guys play pretty well. And any
time your 3’s are going in, it makes
a big, big difference.”

Purdue freshman guard Matt Waddell, near t he wgsanmviagirgo the race,
and
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he’d just hit a couple,” said We-
shinskey, the hero of last-posses-
sion wins over Cincinnati and Illi-
nois. “I couldn’t let him hit another
one. And as he started to go up, I
knocked it out of his hand.”

With 15.6 seconds to play, We-
shinskey knocked down the first of
a 1-and-1 free throw situation. But
after a strange timeout for an MSU
strategy chat, he missed the sec-
ond and gave the Boilermakers
one more chance.

Knowing Purdue would need a 3
to tie, Heathcote ordered a foul
and no more than a two-shot op-
portunity. But as Montgomery
came up to make that grab, he
grabbed Waddell's lazy pass and
added a layup with :03 showing.

On January 29, the Spartans fell in overtime to No. 15-ranked Michigan, 89-79. Playing
11 minutes, Weshinskey had two assists and scored seven points on 3-4 shooting from
the field and 1-2 from the foul line (Source).

On February 1, the Spartans topped 4th-ranked Indiana, 72-64. Weshinskey played 15
minutes, had two rebounds, made one assist, and scored two points on 1-5 shooting
from the field, two of which were 3-point attempts (Source).

On February 6, lowa defeated the Spartans, 77-63. Playing 21 minutes, Weshinskey
had a rebound, three assists, and four points on 1-6 shooting from the field (one 3-
pointer (on three attempts) and 1-2 from the foul line (Source).

On February 8, the Spartans defeated Wisconsin, 79-64. Playing 17 minutes,
Weshinskey had a rebound, an assist, and four points on 2-4 shooting from the field
(Source).

On February 12, MSU topped Wisconsin, 76-61. Playing 32 minutes (with starting
guard Shawn Respert ill on the bench), Weshinskey notched a rebound, an assist, and
a career-high 14 points on two 3-pointers (2-5), 5-10 from the field, and 2-4 from the foul
line (Source).

= COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Michigan St. wins big, 76-61

Weshinskey sparks Spartans with career-best 14 points. 1E
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Next up an opportunity to revenge the overtime loss to Michigan earlier in the season.
Going into the game, Weshinskey commented:

On February 15, the Spartans beat No. 17 Michigan, 70-59. While Weshinskey played
ten minutes, his shooting was cold (0-5 from the field including a 3-point attempt) but he
grabbed a rebound (Source).

On February 19, No. 7-ranked Indiana defeated MSU, 103-73. Weshinskey played 20
minutes, grabbed six rebounds, and scored 11 points (3-3 on 3-pointers and 4-7 overall)
(Source).
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