Chapter €14 - Conner George
14-2 - Spartan Years (2018-2019) - Redshirt Junior Season

Conner George

With the Spartans 2018-19 season approaching and three seasons (redshirt, redshirt
freshman, and redshirt sophomore) of experience under his belt, George continued to

wor k hard to play a key role on the Spartans

of players, given the loss of five players (three to graduation plus both Miles Bridges
and Jaren Jackson, Jr. to the NBA) and the addition of an incoming freshman class of
five new players.

Name Hometown High school | college Height Weight Commit date
Marcus Bingham | Grand Rapids, MI Catholic Central High School 61 9in (206 m) | 200 b (91 kg) Jun 30, 2017
PF Recruiting star ratings: Scout:-  Rivals:dcdcdc ke 247SportsiHcdcdhh ESPN grade: 83
Gabe Brown Belleville, MI Belleville High School 6t 7in(2.01 m) 200 1b (91 kg) Jun 20, 2017
SF Recruiting star ratings: Scout:- + Rivals: 4 J  247Sports: 4 + ESPN grade: 84
Aaron Henry Indianapolis, IN Ben Davis High School 6ft5in (196 m) | 200 b (91 kg) Sep 11, 2017
SF Recruiting star ratings: Scout: Y Rivalsidcdyk e 247Sports: Y% ESPN grade: NR
Thomas Kithier Macomb, MI Dakota High School Eft 9in (206 m) | 2251b (102 kg) | Nov22, 2016
PF Recruiting star ratings: Scout:5 e e d  Rivals yodededehe 247Sportsiedcdrsch  ESPN grade: 81
Foster Loyer Clarkston, Ml Clarkston High School 6ft 0in({1.83 m) 157 b (71 kg) Nov 22, 2016
PG Recruiting star ratings: Scout:y e yed  Rivalsiyosededehe 247Sportsi e srJc%  ESPN grade: 85
Overall recruiting rankings: Scout: No. 14 Rivals: No. 11 ESPN: No. 12
Mote: In many cases, Scout, Rivals, 247Sports, and ESPN may conflict in their listings of height and weight.

However, before the start of the 2018-19 season, The Black Sheep MSU, was again up
to its Afake n béreskidgnews thal the fithnegix Sunstplanned to select
Conner George with the first pick in the 2018 NBA Draft.0With this now being the third
ti me that Conner BlackhSheep &rtele, & bow toagb-skiorfed George
took the ribbing in stride and tweeted
to thank Godéo

Conner George o
; @ConnerGeorge3

First of all | just want like to thank God...

[ The Black Sheep MSU @blacksheep_msu
\ (L. REAKING: Phoenix Suns plan to select Canner Gearge with the first
\ ED.‘ \ pick in the 2018 NBA Draft, league sources tell @wojespn.

4:21 PM - 21 Jun 2018
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2018%E2%80%9319_Michigan_State_Spartans_men's_basketball_team
https://twitter.com/ConnerGeorge3/status/1009939346626052097?s=03

2018-19

Going into his third season of NCAA eligibility (redshirt junior), George was listed in his
MSUbioat 60640, .JdHeGpapgaoséteach somposition for the 2018-19 season
changed significantly from 2017-18 season between departures (those who graduated
or left early to enter NBA) and the incoming 2018 Recruiting Class (see team roster at

bottom of next page).

(B44 €dneer Geard)

2018-19 Spartans Menoés

Pos. + # % Name % Height % Weight # Year
G 0 Kyle Ahrens B#5in{188m) 2151b(8skg) RS Jr
E 30 Marcus Bingham B#10inz08m) 210 (a5kg) Fr
F 22 (Gabe Brown B#7in{201m) 2051692 kg) Fr
C 40 Braden Burke (W) B#11in (211 m) 220 15 (100 kg) RS So
G 41 Connor George B#3in{1.91m) 2001b(21kg) RS So
F 25 Kenny Goins Bt 6in (1.8 m) 230 Ib (104kg) RS Sr
F 11 Aaron Henry G Gin(1.98m) 218 Ib (92 k) Fr
G 10 Jack Hoiberg (W) 5#9in(1.75m) 17516 (79kg) RSFr
E 16 Thomas Kithier B#8in(203m) 2251 (102kg) Fr
G 1 Joshua Langford (C) G5Sin(1eem) 210b@5kg  Jr
G 3 Foster Loyer G#0in(182m) 170 Ib (77 kg) Fr
E 20 Matt McQuaid (C) Bft5in(196m) 20091 kg Sr
E 23 Kavier Tillman B#0in{208m) 250 Ib{113kg) S0
C 44 Nick Ward B#8inzo2m) 250 15 (M3kg Jr
G 14 Brock Washington (W) 6#4in(183m) 17516 (73kg) RSFr
G £ Cassius Winston Bit1in(1.85m) 1851bs4ng) Jr

Squad


https://bloximages.newyork1.vip.townnews.com/theadvocate.com/content/tncms/assets/v3/editorial/7/80/7809713e-4e4f-11e9-8ddb-2be6c6097bc5/5c97ae0aac58a.image.jpg?resize=1200,859
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2018%E2%80%9319_Michigan_State_Spartans_men's_basketball_team

While George is listed as a Guard, in games he normally plays on the left or right wing

(as forward), with the guard position covered by the starters (Cassius Winston and Josh

Langford) or subs (Kyle Ahrens, freshman Foster Loyer, or Jack Hoiberg), leaving

George with the challenge of competing for playing time at forward with taller players:
starters Matt MQumy dGqi6ross 0()6 Gathad) , 6690 Xavi er
up center Nick Ward, and four freshman al/l (I
Brown (6670), Thomas Kithier (6680)zzo,thisnd Mar c
presents the challenge of how to get more time on the court for George at the forward
position when | zzo also need to give his team
more time on the court at the forward position, while relying on the more experienced

George to provide leadership and mentoring to the new kids on the block.

2018-19 Men's Basketball Roster

LAl CONNER GEORGE
POSITION: C HEICHT: &-4
WEIGHT: 200 CLASS: Redshirt Junior
HOMETOWN: Okemos, Mich HICHSCHOOL: Okemos
m @ RELATED o STATS
A Career Stats
the 2015-16 season - Earned his bachelor’s degree in three years and is cutrently

seven rebou

end. In

Long Beach St 21) - Selected to the National Association of Basketball Coaches (NABC

Honors Court, recognzing men's basketball players who carry a grade

point average of 3.2 or higher

200617

Appeared in 10 games, averaging 0.6 points in 12 munutes A- Recipient of M Award A Scored a career-high four points, going 4-for-6

layup vs. Minnezota (VT1] A Saw his first action in the

2015-16

Regzhirted

HICH SCHOOL

Mz
S o 3



https://msuspartans.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=8794

Conner George Readies for the Spartans 2018-19 Season

CONNER GEORGE

GEORGE LIVES AND BREATHES
MICHIGAN STATE
By Angie Bazzano

Conner George grew up as a member of the
Spartan family, but being able to suit up and
represent Michigan State on the basketball court
gives being a Spartan a whole different meaning
for the Okemos. Mich. native.

When George was in third grade his mom, Cathy.
became the head coach of the volleyball team
at MSU and since then, George has lived and
breathed Michigan State athletics.

George joined the Spartan squad as a walk-
on in 2015, but last season, he was awarded
a scholarship. For him, earning that honor was
significant because it spoke volumes to his
dedication to the team.

“It was special for Coach to notice the amount of
work that I've put in and (what I've) done to try
to help the team as much as possible. whether
or not it's on the floor or not.” George said. “He

rewarded me with a scholarship and | couldn’t
thank him enough for it. It's a dream come true
to play here on scholarship.”

Last May. George was able to wak across
the stage and earned his bachelcr’s degree in
communication, doing so in three years.

“It felt good to work hard and not just come here
to play basketball but to be at a school like MSU
and graduate in three years,” George said. “Being
able to graduate and do it with Kenny (Goins),
Ben (Carter) and Tum (Nairn) was really cool.”

Currently George is pursuing a master of arts
and education as he continues to explore his next
steps. With his family pedigree in coaching. that
area has always interested him and is something
he can see himself doing in the future.

Every year his goal has been to contribute as
much as he can and this season, he hopes to
have a stronger presence on the court

“I'm really trying to expand my game here and try
to get on the court. see more playing time and

19

whether that evolves over the course of this year
and next year” George said. “That's definitely a
goal of mine and something | want to accomplish.
to get on the floor more often and I'm trying to
set myself up for that”

Besides George, the lzzone will be happy to see
more court time for the redshirt junior, as they
commonly start chants of “Conner George” in
support of the fan favorite guard.

“It's fun to see and hear. You get nervous when
you know everyone's trying to get you to shoot
the ball and trying to get you to score. but it's
awesome,” George said. ‘I love the support of all
the fans every time | go in. | get a little nervous
but I'm used to it now. it's more just fun

The support of the team, his family - both the
George's and his Spartan family - and the fans
have made the difference in his first three years
and he's eager to continue giving back to a
school and family that has had such a big impact
on who he is.
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2018-19 Michigan State Basketball Preview



https://www.instagram.com/p/Bny67zIj1HC/?utm_source=ig_share_sheet&igshid=1cnw0re6rpfl5

Non-Conference

Up first for the Spartans, on November 6, was a narrow loss to #1-ranked Kansas, 92-
87, a game in which George did not play (Source).

On November 11, in the seBacidnGud CoastOnovardity,g a me a
the Spartans won, 106-82. George played one minute but otherwise did not get into the
stat book (Source).

FIl orida Gulf Coastds Christian Ca@l)yl e #3 s
the second half at the Breslin Center (Nick King/Lansing State Journal)
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http://www.espn.com/mens-college-basketball/player/gamelog/_/id/3937102/conner-george
http://www.espn.com/mens-college-basketball/player/gamelog/_/id/3937102/conner-george
https://www.gettyimages.ie/detail/news-photo/christian-carlyle-of-the-florida-gulf-coast-eagles-shoots-news-photo/1060384744

On November 13, 2018, only three games into the 2018-19 season, and a day before

the Spartans took on the University of Louisiana-Monroe at the Breslin Center, this

writer interviewed Conner George at the Student Union on the Michigan State campus.

At the risk of violating an NCAA rule, | invited Conner for lunch but he declined, noting

that he had eaten a big breakfastandd i dndét want anything el se bef
afternoon. | proposed that we discuss the questions | had emailed to him and he agreed

to email his written responses to me as soon as he had some breathing room during his

busy schedule. Throughout the interview Conner was most generous with his time and

responses, including responding to other questions that occurred to me.

Conner George and Kerry Byrnes

You recently graduated with a degree in communication 1 is that correct?
Correct. | graduated with a BA in Communication.

In studying for a BA in Communication, did you have a specific career goal? What kind of
work career did you want to pursue i communication-related or other?

I did not have a specific career goal. Communication is a broad major with a wide selection
of jobs afterwards.

Having graduated and with two years of NCAA eligibility remaining to play, you re-
enrolled to study for a Masterb6s degree. I n Commu

Masters of Arts in Education



Even as you are now studying f or your Mastero6s degree, have yol
remained the same or have they changed?

Il &m t hinking of possibly going into-reatecachi ng, or

When you come into a game, is your primary offensive role to play wing on the left or
right? Or are you more comfortable as a shooting guard or point guard? Or do you need
to be able to play in all of these positions when all of the offensive players are rotating?

When | enter a game it will be as a shooting guard, and as a 2/3 guard you will have to be
able to run both lanes. For some reason | am generally on the left side.

You were a prolific scorer for the Okemos Chieftains, especially in shooting 3-pointers.
Playing for the Spartans, does Coach Izzo want your role in games to focus on your other
strengths (e.g., setting screens, passing, rebounding)?

Coach wants my role to be playing hard, and getting rebounds; however, if | get a good
shooting opportunity, he will want me to shoot the ball without hesitation.

When you are at practice and playing as a member of the scout team, which Spartan
starters or subs are you assigned to guard?

On the scout team | will end up guarding everybody but most of the time | will start out
guarding Josh Langford

Does the scout team also play offense, running plays against the MSU starters or subs?
We do play offense and it will be against both the starters and subs.

Is there any part of your offensive or defensive game (e.g., rebounding, setting screens,
shooting, ball handling, etc.) where Coach Izzo is constantly pushing you to improve?

Coach looks for people who can defend first. He pushes everyone including me to get better
at defense. If you can play defense and know the scouting report you will have a much
better chance of getting into the games.

After your basketball career at MSU, do you have any aspirations to pursue a pro career
(e.g., in Europe) or possibly even to get into coaching at some level?

If the opportunity presented itself and was a good situation | would be very interested. | also
would consider coaching, again, if it was a good situation.

When Coach Izzo puts you into a home game, the home crowd reacts differently than
when any other player is substituted into the game. | noticed this with Dan Chapman
earlier in his career as a Spartan. How do you feel when you experience the home crowd
cheering when you come into a game?



| love the support of the IZZONE and the rest of the fans show. At first it was a lot to take in
and | would get nervous. Now that | am in my 4™ year | have gotten more used to it and take
it all in each and every time. It is a great experience and a feeling | will never forget.

During your first year or so at Okemos High School, you are identified in the Tomahawk
yearbook as Robert George. Then all of a sudden in the yearbook and the media, you are
Conner George. Might there be an interesting story the behind the "name change" from
Robert (Bob) to Conner?

Conner is my middle name, and at a very young age | noticed that | liked Conner all of a
sudden more than Robert, so | just told my mom and she wondered if | was sure, and | was
set on Conner ever since | was about 6!

The next day, on November 14, the Spartans beat University of Louisiana-Monroe
(ULM) at East Lansing, 80-59. While George (#41) played only one minute and missed
a free throw attempt, he grabbed a rebound and scored alayupne ar t he gameods

Louisiana-Monroe Guard Jalen Hodge defends against Conner George


https://bloximages.newyork1.vip.townnews.com/dnronline.com/content/tncms/assets/v3/editorial/6/b0/6b0a1b1d-94eb-5202-a1a9-1f0f445a9057/5e93669aa307b.image.jpg?resize=1200,1388

Conner George (41) scores against Louisiana-Monroe at the Breslin Center.
(Matthew Dae Smith/Lansing State Journal)

I

George (#41) Defending Against ULM


https://www.gannett-cdn.com/presto/2018/11/15/PLSJ/8e22417d-69ea-4aee-9f03-0e6c63d62d01-MD5_9025.jpg?width=1280

George Misses a Free Throw but Kerry Scores a T-Shirt



CONNER GEORGE

GUARD | OKEMOS, MICH.

« Appeared in 16 games in 2017-18, averaging 0.4 points
and 1.1 rebounds in 3.4 minutes per game

« Played a career-high 18 minutes, scored two points,
grabbed a career-best seven rebounds. including five
on the offensive end. in the first round of the PK80
Invitational against DePaul (11/23)

« His mother, Cathy, is head coach of the Michigan State
volleyball team

» Earned his bachelor’s degree in communication
in May 2018

« Currently pursuing a Master of Arts in education
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2018-19 Michigan State Basketball Program vs. LOUISIANA Monroe T November 14, 2018

On November 18, the Spartans downed Tennessee Tech, 101-33, with George getting
one rebound in one minute of play (Source).

On November 22-23, MSU played #17-ranked UCLA and unranked Texas in the Las
Vegas Invitational Tournament. On November 22, the Spartans downed UCLA (87-67).
On November 23, the Spartans topped Texas, 78-68, a team that just the night before
had beaten #7-ranked North Carolina. George did not play in either game.


http://www.espn.com/mens-college-basketball/player/gamelog/_/id/3937102/conner-george

Spartans Win Las Vegas Invitational Tournament (November 23, 2018)

On November 27, the Spartans narrowly lost at Louisville, 82-78 (in overtime). George
did not play in the game.

Big Ten Conference

Three nights later, on November 30, the Spartans won at Rutgers, 78-67, but Conner
did not play in the game.

On December 3, the Spartans defeated lowa, 90-68; while George played two minutes,
he had no stats other than a personal foul (Source).

Conner George (41) defends lowa forward Riley Till (20) at the Breslin Center
(December 3, 2018)


http://www.espn.com/mens-college-basketball/player/gamelog/_/id/3937102/conner-george
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1993032690785903&set=pcb.1579854395493882&type=3&theater&ifg=1
https://www.gettyimages.ie/detail/news-photo/iowa-hawkeyes-forward-riley-till-drives-to-the-basket-in-news-photo/1068188252
https://www.gettyimages.ie/detail/news-photo/riley-till-of-the-iowa-hawkeyes-drives-to-the-basket-while-news-photo/1068172984

| owads Mai glhdrived toithle bagket and draws a foul against Conner
George (41) in the second half at Breslin Center on December 3, 2018

On December 8, in a non-conference game, the Spartans won again at Florida, 63-59,
though George did not play in this game.

On December 16, in a non-conference game, MSU beat Wisconsin-Green Bay, 104-

83. With 1:26 remaining,t he Spartans got their | ast basket
side of the net for a layup (see two photos below), upping the score to 103-77. On the

next possession, George drove to the left side of the basket; spinning to his left to avoid

contact, he shot the ball over his right shoulder (see the two photos on the next page)

but the ball went over the hoop, with MSU getting its last point on a free throw after a

Spartan gralshepds&éofgedthe rebound from his A0
process of shooting the ball. Overall, George had one rebound and scored one basket

shooting .500 (1-2) on field goal attempts (Source).



http://www.espn.com/mens-college-basketball/player/gamelog/_/id/3937102/conner-george
https://www.gettyimages.ie/detail/news-photo/maishe-dailey-of-the-iowa-hawkeyes-drives-to-the-basket-and-news-photo/1068172962

CHEEN BAY 77 PRNERCANSIAE 103 2odHar 103 25
aids 1) ) '



https://www.instagram.com/

On December 21, in a non-conference game, the Spartans defeated Oakland, 99-69.
Playing four minutes, George stole the ball once and scored two points shooting .500
(2-2) from the field (Source).

Oakland guard Stan Scott defends Conner George (41) during the
second half. 21, 2018, in East Lansing, Mich. (Carlos Osorio/AP)

fa CONNER GEORGE

Christmas Greetings from Conner George & the Spartans


http://www.espn.com/mens-college-basketball/player/gamelog/_/id/3937102/conner-george
https://www.gannett-cdn.com/presto/2018/12/22/PLSJ/26d385a7-177d-4450-9db2-11f56fd1c1e9-AP18356086269067.jpg?width=854
https://www.gannett-cdn.com/presto/2018/12/22/PLSJ/3f966d11-c729-48cc-8dc9-eede19c9ea1b-AP18356086356180.jpg?width=854
https://www.facebook.com/MichiganStateSpartansBasketball/videos/2495900390425061/

On December 29, in a non-conference game, the Spartans defeated Northern Illinois,
88-60. During one minute of playing time, George had an assist but was 0-1 on field
goal attempts (Source).

Conner George (41) drives against Northern lllinois' Zaire Mateen
(Al Goldis | For the Lansing State Journal


https://www.newspapers.com/image/517259563
https://www.gannett-cdn.com/presto/2018/12/30/PLSJ/8e99af7d-1b5d-46e6-967e-6ad8150cb966-msu-niu-bkc-36.jpg?width=854

On January 2, the Spartans crushed Northwestern, 81-55. While George had only one
minute of playing time and was 0-1 on field goal attempts (Source),thega me 6 s pr ogr an
cover featured Conner.

2018-2019

VS. NORTHWESTERN | JANUARY 2, 2019

MSUSPARTANS.COM @aMSU BASKETBALL

Conner George on Cover of Northwestern Game Program


http://www.espn.com/mens-college-basketball/player/gamelog/_/id/3937102/conner-george

the game

programbs fAGetting To Knbelong.

GETTING TO KNOW

CONNER GEORGE

MAJOR: Communications, Masters in Sports Leadership/Coaching
FAVORITE MEAL: Qdoba/Mexican
FAVORITE DESSERT: Chocolate Milkshake
FAVORITE BAND: E-Street Band
FAVORITE MUSIC: Hip Hop
MY NICKNAME IS: CG.
BEST SUMMER VACATION: Cottages up in north Michigan
DREAM CAR: Lamborghini
FAVORITE ICE CREAM: Chocolate
FAVORITE SNACK: PB+
FAVORITE CANDY: Sour Patch
BIGGEST FEAR: Squirrels
FAVORITE KIDS BOARD GAME: Monopoly
FAVORITE COLOR: Green
FAVORITE CLASS: Recess
FAVORITE MOVIE: Step Brothers
FAVORITE ACTOR: Will Ferrell
FAVORITE ACTRESS: Sandra Bullock
WHAT MOM COOKS BEST: Salmon
FAVORITE TV SHOW: The Office
FAVORITE CARTOON: SpongeBob
FIRST TROPHY WAS FOR: Baseball
FAVORITE THING TO DO WITH DAD: Golf
I'M UNBEATABLE AT: Spikeball
MY INSPIRATION IS: My parents
WHY | CHOSE MICHIGAN STATE: Lived here my whole life
FAVORITE SCHOOL TRADITION: Fight song
FAVORITE HOLIDAY: Thanksgiving

BIGGEST SPORTS THRILL | WITNESSED:
MSU/UM 2015 “Trouble with the snap”

CELEBRITY | MET: Floyd Mayweather, ARod

6
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On January 5, the Spartans won, 86-77, at #14-ranked Ohio State, though George did

not play.

al

SO



Conner George #41 stretching before the game against Ohio State at the
Value City Arena in Columbus, Ohio (January 5, 2019)

On January 8, the Spartans topped Purdue, 77-59, with George hauling in one rebound
during one minute of playing time (Source).

On January 17, the Spartans were at Nebraska without two of their starters in the

lineup: guard Joshua Langford (on the bench with an ankle injury) and Kyle Ahrens

(who didndt make t he Nearithpendafte firsphalfawithh ac k 1 nj ur
freshman Foster Loyer struggling to guard the Huske r s 6 mor e experienced
point guard Glynn Watson Jr., Spartans Coach Izzo subbed George to shore up the

Spartans defense which helped preserve a 33-28 lead for the Spartans at halftime. Here

is how Lansing State Journal sportswriter Graham Couchr epor t ed t hi s i n one
gui ck takeso on64wihever@B@Huskeransoé 70

AThe freshman who had a hard night-halvas Foste
minutes and no more. When he checked in, you could see the eyes light up on

Nebraska point guard Gl ynn Watson Jr., who went to
cand6t handle defensively at this point in hi
on a swing pass. When Tom Izzo pulled Winston for the final defensive position of

the first half to keep him from picking up another foul, I1zzo put Conner George in the

game i nsSoueca)d. 0 (

On January 21, at the Breslin Center, the Spartans defeated Maryland, 69-55. With

about a minute remaining in the game, George wenttoth e s c or eto wad forttha b | e

clock to stop so he could enter the game. But with about 30 seconds remaining

Georgebds teammates began to run out thek cl ock
to the bench. As George made his way to the bench 1zzo reached out and shook

Georged s h(seaudeo capturebelow)as i f to say ASorry | di dn¢
game sooner!o


http://www.espn.com/mens-college-basketball/player/gamelog/_/id/3937102/conner-george
https://www.lansingstatejournal.com/story/sports/columnists/graham-couch/2019/01/17/michigan-state-basketball-nebraska-msu-three-quick-takes-couch-column/2609602002/?fbclid=IwAR3F4-WIKfy-a9Tq3_ACMbTdHTRRcVfEWy_sV_tQv3KzBJ_WIOm0r63Q6Xg
https://www.gettyimages.ie/detail/news-photo/michigan-state-spartans-guard-conner-george-stretching-news-photo/1077775078

O MARYLAND 55 & MICHIGAN 5T 69 ndta 221

MIL(34-12)

Michigan State's Kenny Goins, left, celebrates with teammates Conner
George, center, and Ben Carter during the first half of MSU's win over
Maryland Thursday at Breslin Center. (Nick King/Lansing State Journal)


https://www.gannett-cdn.com/media/2018/01/05/MIGroup/Lansing/636507112440183300-180104-msu-vs-maryland-58a.JPG?width=854

On January 24, at lowa, the Spartans downed the Hawkeyes, 82-67. While George was

in the game for its |l ast minute and twenty se
even though he was clearly fouled by an lowa player who tripped and/or pushed

George to the floor when that player tried to intercept a pass that Spartan teammate

Jack Hoiberg was attempting to throw to Conner. That incident is shown at about -20

seconds remaining in the Facebook video below.

[Z] Faceb})ok Watch

Up next for the Spartans was a three-game losing streak. On January 27, the Spartans,
down by 23 points in the second half at Purdue, mounted a near record comeback by
cutting the lead to four points before losing, 73-63. That loss was followed on February
2, by an overtime 79-75 loss to visiting Indiana. Then, on February 5, at lllinois, the
Spartans lost 79-74. George did not play in any of these three games.

On February 9, home at the Breslin Center (hosting a tribute to the Magic Johnson-led
1979 NCAA Championship team), the Spartans downed Minnesota. George played the
last 2:39 of the game, first grabbing one rebound (see first image below) and then, with
49 seconds remaining and holding the ball beyond the top of the circle (see next two
images), drove to the basket, faked out the defender, and netted a layup, upping the
Spartans winning margin to 79-55.

College Basketball: Minnesota at Michigan State

George (#41) Grabs the Rebound


https://www.facebook.com/BTN/videos/321258348491681/?sk=h_chr
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George (#41) Drives from Top of the Circle to the Basket and Scores

Georgebds dr i ve, weraquickly celelzrated onblhaittekwath the following
tweet and retweets thereof:

@ ?vsfoolﬁpanans‘ =
The highlight we've all been waiting for

The moment that defines legacies

The move that cannot be stopped

The player that has cemented his name in
history

Connor George, sauce master 8
@ConnerGeorge3

& Micgan tate Siseernasn

Conner George (41) shoots over the Golden Gophers forward Jarvis Omersa (21)


https://twitter.com/BarstoolMSU/status/1094782567709057024?s=03
https://twitter.com/BarstoolMSU/status/1094782567709057024?s=03
https://twitter.com/MSU_Basketball/status/1094779399013101570?s=03
https://www.gettyimages.ie/detail/news-photo/michigan-state-spartans-guard-conner-george-shoots-over-news-photo/1096669120

Georgebsuppiskgtt he
Spar t amdlOAA Campionship teamd a great capstone for a post-game photo of

both teams!

1979 & 2019 SPARTANS 4 LIFE

On February 12, #11 Michigan State was at #20 Wisconsin and won, 67-59. That

g a me/6-55, résultadan a tributedor thee

to

same evening, in a tight race for the Big 10 Championship, #6-ranked Michigan (1% in
the Big Ten) lost at Penn State (last place in the Big 10), while #12 Purdue lost at #24
Maryland. As a result, Purdue, Maryland, and Wisconsin fell 0.5, 1.0, and 2.0 games,

respectively, behind the Spartans who moved into a first place tie with Michigan.

Big Ten Standings - 2018-19

Year: 201819
STANDINGS CONFERENCE
Big Ten W-L GB
£6 Michiga 11-3
211 Michigan State 11-3 -
#£12 Purdug 10-3 5
224 Maryland 10-4 1
#20 Wisconsin 9-5 2
#21 lowa B-5 2.5
Ohio State 6-6 “
Minnesota 6-7 4.5
1k 5-8 5.5
Indiana 4-9 6.5
Rutge 4-9 6.5
Northwestern 3-9 7
Nebra 3-10 7.5
Penn State 2-11 8.5

PCTY
786
786
769
714
643
615
S00
462
385
308
308
250

154

OVERALL
W-L
22-3
20-5
17-7
19-6
17-8
19-5
16-7
16-8
9-15
13-11
11-12
12-11
13411
9-15

PCT
880
800
708
760
680
792

696

375
542
478
522
542

375



https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=852617565069766&set=gm.1645619548917366&type=3&theater&ifg=1

While only three Spartans (Kyle Ahrens, Xavier Tillman, and Foster Loyer) came off the
bench, George was featured not only in a pre-game promotion (see first image below)
but also in the bright lights of the Kohl Centeré6 dumbotron (see second image below).

connergeorge_3 @tum_tum11 camera
CDI'II'IETQ-EDTQE_S @tu m_tum1 1 CEL.Igh't was on the ground just chillin and it

the camera man sleepin man... & & was synced to the Jumbotron @



https://www.facebook.com/MichiganStateSpartansBasketball/photos/a.963138483753647/2160410924026391/?type=3&theater&ifg=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/BtzjKKqhJWI/?utm_source=ig_share_sheet&igshid=1oloyuro9cf9b

On February 17, the Spartans (11-3 in the Big 10) were back in the Breslin Center,
desperately needing a victory over Ohio State to keep pace with Michigan (12-3) who
had won their game the day before, putting the Wolverines back on top of the Big Ten.

Team Record Ranked opponents in bold

Michigan 12-3 at MINN  MSU NEB at UMD  at MSU
Michigan State 11-3 Osu RUT at MICH at IND NEB MICH
Purdue 11-3 at IND at NEB ILL QsuU at MINN  at NW
Maryland 10-5 at IOWA  OSU at PSU MICH MINN

Wisconsin Q-5 ILL at NW at IND PSU TOWA at OSU
Towa Q-5 UMD IND at OSU RUT at WISC  at NEB

Standing of Ranked Big 10 Teams prior to Spartans 62-44 Victory over Ohio State

With 57.2 seconds remaining and the Spartans having built up a commanding lead over

the Buckeyes with a 20-2 scoring run to close out the game, Coach Izzo pulled Cassius

Winston (5) and Matt McQuaid (20) whose play was crucial in the Spartans coming from

behind. George quickly was off the bench to greet and congratulate his two teammates

as they made their way to the bench. A few seconds later, with 44.0 seconds remaining,

Izzo called on George to enter the game. With 7.5 seconds remaining, Conner grabbed

the Spartanslastre bound on the Buckeyeds | ast -4fti el d go
victory for MSU and putting the Spartans back into a tie with Michigan for first place in

the Big Ten.
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#41 Conner George contributing to and celebrating Spartans victory over the Buckeyes


https://twitter.com/EmilyGiam/status/1096962927880486912?s=03

On February 20, MSU hosted Rutgersat t he Breslin Center, with
starters on the injured list: Josh Langford out for the rest of the season with a left foot

stress injury and Nick Ward out indefinitely with a hairline fracture in his left hand

sustained three days before in the game against Ohio State. The Spartans struggled in

the first half and were behind, 32-25, at the half. Rutgers6 | ead grew36t o 11 po
25) at 18:39 in the second half before the Spartans began to rally when Matt McQuaid6 s

3-pointer tied the game at 40-40 with 12:35 remaining. In the images below, George

(behind McQuaidé s r i g h ), Iz=,randuhle 8partans bench celebrated, after which

the Spartans built its lead to 62-46 with 3:35 remaining, a 27-point turnaround rally!

While George was not among the three Spartans who came off the bench, his sideline

support cheered the Spartans to a 71-60 victory over the Scarlet Knights.
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On February 24, #10 MSU was at #7 Michigan, and while behind by double digits in the

second half, the Spartans battled back for a 77-70 victory. While George did not play in

this game, he gave it his all from the bench to cheer his teammates on to the win. Below

Conner was off the bench cheeringCa s si us Wi nstonds | ooper that
lead to 62-55 with a little over six minutes remaining in the game.
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Conner George and the Bench Reaction after Big Baskets in Road Win at Michigan


https://twitter.com/MSU_Basketball/status/1100003849262321664?s=03

On March 2, the Spartans were at Indiana to revenge the loss to the Hoosiers a month
earlier on February 2; however, Indiana rallied to win the game, 63-62. George did not

play.

On March 5, George subbing into the game in both the first half and second half, the
Spartans defeated Nebraska, 91-76. Playing a total of two minutes, George had one
rebound (Source)

€ scores
N . &
Final » 01 @
TEAM 26-62 10-27 32 1M 17 76
41.9%  37.0%
f’i Michigan State All Stats
STARTERS MIN FG 3PT REB AST PF PTS
K. Goins 28 8-13 6-9 8 3 3 24
A. Henry 23 5-8 1-2 5 3 3 15
X. Tillman 29 410 1-2 8 1 2 1
M. McQuaid 29 67 4-5 5 4 1 22
C. Winston 31 4-9 0-3 4 10 1 8
BENCH MIN FG 3PT REB AST PF PTS
B. Burke 1 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0
G. Brown 22 17 0-3 4 0 1 2
T. Kithier 19 3-4 0-0 3 0 3 6
M. Bingham Jr. 3 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0
F. Loyer 1 04 0-0 0 1 2 0
C. George 2 0-0 00 1 0 1 0
J. Hoiberg 1 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0
B. Washington 1 1-1 00 0 0 0 3
TEAM 32-60 12-24 4 22 17 9N
53.3% 50.0%

On March 9, MSU hosted Michigan, the day starting off with the Spartans tied for first
place in the Big Ten with Michigan and Purdue. With Purdue beating Northwestern
earlier in the day and taking sole possession of first place, the Spartans had to defeat
Michigan in order to move back into a first place tie with Purdue and share the Big Ten
Championship. Trailing Michigan by as much as 12 points during the first half before
cutting the lead to six points at the half, the Spartans roared back in the second half and
built as much as a 13-point lead, a turnaround of 26-points, before winning the game,
75-63.


https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10101393458107740&set=pcb.1666632963482691&type=3&theater&ifg=1
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10101393458107740&set=pcb.1666632963482691&type=3&theater&ifg=1

With 13.2 remaining and the Spartans leading, 75-63, the Spartans called a timeout so
that seniors Matt McQuaid and Kenny Goins could be recognized as each kissed the
Sparty logo at center court. As this was happening George was subbed into the game
and on the court ready to congratulate both of these teammates as they headed to the
sidelines, before turning his attention to helping close out the game.

Conner6s Attention turns to Running

out

t

h e


https://twitter.com/Spartan_Vision/status/1104787232689455104?s=03

When the game resumed, Michigan missed its last shot and Conner grabbed the

rebound (see left arrow below). As Conner dribbled the ball up the court, he briefly

stopped for a short chat with Cassius Winston as time ran out (see right arrow below).
Georgebs rebound ensured that the gamebs stat
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Conner Controls Rebound & Runs Out the Clock

¢ MICH @ MSU i
M o | for
= b3 Final » 75 'ﬁl
ﬁ Michigan State All Stats i
STARTERS . DREB REB AST STL BLK TO PF PTS
K. Goins 13 16 1 0 2 21 9
A. Henry 5 8 2 0 1 0 3 9
X. Tillman 3 6 1 2 5 3 2 17
M. McQuaid 2 3 0 O 02 O 9
C. Winston 4 4 7 0 O 5 3 23
BENCH DREB REB AST STL BLK TO PF PTS
K. Ahrens ) 4 4 0O 0O O O O 4
T. Kithier ‘ 0 0 0 1 o 1 1 2
F. Loyer ‘ 0 O 1 0O 0 0 2 2
C. George ) 1 1 0O 0O O 0O 0o o
TEAM 356 46 12 3 8 13 12 75




After the Game Conner ShakdépasBrazdaelkss wi t h Mi c



https://twitter.com/MSU_Basketball/status/1105524994640150528?s=19
https://twitter.com/MSU_Basketball/status/1120742668550778880?s=03

On Mar ¢ h Tod25 raAkP@had moved Michigan State up to #6. On the same
day, while the Big Ten announced Spartan Cassius Winston as the Big Ten Player of
the Year, the Spartans announced his teammates, Kyle Ahrens and Conner George, as
co-recipientsoft he t eamé Bl e favard.ung

2019 Michigan State Men's Basketball Banquet Award Winners:
Most Valuable Player Award (Team Vote): Cassius Winston

Most Valuable Player Award (Media Vote): Cassius Winston
Scholar-Athlete Award: Xavier Tillman

Unsung Player Award: Kyle Ahrens & Conner George

Tim Bograkos Walk-On Award: Jack Hoiberg & Brock Washington
Most Improved Player Award: Xavier Tillman

John E. Benington Best Defensive Player Award: Matt McQuaid
Stephen G. Scofes Inspirational Player Award: Joshua Langford
Jumping Johnny Green Chairman of the Boards Award: Kenny Goins

N

----- f@ Antonio Smith Glue and Guts Award: Kyle Ahrens
R | AP Y

Redshirt junior guard/forward Kyle Ahrens (Versailles, Ohio/Versailles) and redshirt junior guard Conner George (Okemos,
Mich./Okemos) were the co-recipients of the Unsung Player Award. Ahrens has battled through a lingering back injury all season,
causing him to miss four full games and parts of others, but has still averaged 5.1 points and 2.7 rebounds per game while being a
defensive leader. George has appeared in 16 games and has been a vocal leader for the Spartans on and off the court throughout
the season. In addition, Ahrens was also named the Antonio Smith Glue and Guts Award winner.



https://twitter.com/MSU_Basketball
https://www.gannett-cdn.com/presto/2019/03/10/PLSJ/063c783a-2673-43ed-957d-e74e07ea49c4-190308_msu_um_472a.JPG?width=540&height=&fit=bounds&auto=webp
https://twitter.com/chrissolari/status/1105574396624846850?s=03
https://www.facebook.com/MichiganStateSpartansBasketball/photos/a.963138483753647/2202177739849709/?type=3&eid=ARDb-oxfD383PFeAj4yA7sddWMSPSklzXxP_n4uLT7cOteWX1GZ7UjrHw5HlDtg4HSGwYjYAZSKafv49&ifg=1
https://www.wilx.com/content/sports/Mens-Basketball-Announces-Award-Winners-at-Team-Banquet-507019341.html
https://www.wilx.com/content/sports/Mens-Basketball-Announces-Award-Winners-at-Team-Banquet-507019341.html

Big Ten Tournament

On March 15, the Spartans wer e aQhioGCtatefthegoobds U
day before OSU had defeated Indiana) in a quarterfinals game (click on images below
for GIFs of George and his teammates).

ﬁ Michigan State Basketball @

@MSU_Basketball

Following v

Spartans take on the city this weekend for the
#B1GTourney g

#SpartanDawgs

While the Spartans won the game, 77-70, with just a little over four minutes remaining in
the game, they held a 75-53 lead. At this point Coach Izzo decided to give his starters a
rest and put his five freshmen onto to the court for most of the rest of the game. While
George didna sub into the game, he was active from the bench cheering on his time
(see image captures on the next page).


https://www.instagram.com/p/BsZnmrWjS2x/
https://twitter.com/MSU_Basketball/status/1106219015301664769?s=03
https://twitter.com/MichiganStOnBTN/status/1106734468923043840?s=03

Post-Game Cel ebrationéGeorge & Teammates Have



On March 16, the Spartans took on Wisconsin in a Big Ten Tournament semifinal
game, topping the Badgers, 67-55. While George did not get into the game, after the
game Conner and his teammates shook hands with their Badger opponents.

On March 17, the Spartans had their third match against Michigan, in the final game of

the Big Ten Tournament. Having defeated the Wolverines twice in the regular season,

the Spartans were down by 13 points, 39-26, with 17:12 remaining in the game. But the

Spartans fought their way back to win the game, 65-60. While George did not appear in

the game, he was active on the bench and got
the game as the below screen captures and videos show.

MICHIGAN WOLVERINE S SIS
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OUR BALL!!

'Wo0-3Lverines": Michigan State fans react to beating Michigan for Big Ten ...
Michigan State fans had plenty to be happy about after being Michigan for the third

time, this one for the B1G tourney title.
0007014 )7 (S -



https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=2169866416435862&set=gm.1676328462513141&type=3&eid=ARBrH8KoPjoYl3-lGbPsLsAeFKlJ2l5IipUnb3Kp6MC_TakxpQ-26befjxqyKu3HQTi4Y0L1HcTxReCb&ifg=1
https://twitter.com/MSU_Basketball/status/1107395053121609728?s=03
https://twitter.com/MSU_WBasketball/status/1111810187021766657?s=03
https://twitter.com/MSU_Basketball/status/1107602437593071616?s=03
https://twitter.com/LSJsports/status/1107420122782810112?s=03

3 MICHIGAN WOLVERINE S ERLCTLSRR!

| -lur."n

cuanmonsme L

50" (& | MICHIGAN ST (27.¢ 66 28D 309 10



https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1259145330906807
https://www.facebook.com/msubasketball/videos/423962268362093/

Mar 17, 2019; Chicago, IL, USA; Michigan State Spartans guard Matt McQuaid (20)

and guard Conner George (41) celebrate their championship against the Michigan

Wolverines in the Big Ten conference tournament at United Center. (David Banks-
USA TODAY Sports)



https://www.gannett-cdn.com/presto/2019/03/17/PLSJ/ec140b18-4fad-4c54-87a5-343a0cb90d35-USATSI_12370416.jpg?width=1280

