Chapter €14 - Conner George
14-3 - Spartan Years (2019-2020) - Redshirt Senior Season

Conner George

During the summer of 2019, George participated in the Moneyball Pro-Am, playing on
Team Exclusive.

Team Exclusive's Conner George in Moneyball Pro-Am, Tuesday, July 2, 2019, at
Aim High in Dimondale, Michigan (Al Goldis | For the Lansing State Journal)
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MSU G Connor George Looks Ahead To the
2019-2020 Season

Click on Image for Video

Izzo said of his young star, "Conner George, another fifth year player, I've been pleased with

Conner. He can really shoot the ball, and he's a great offensive rebounder.”

On the eve of the 2019-20 season, for the first time ever, the MSU Spartans were
ranked by the Associated Press as the preseason #1 basketball squad in the nation. On
Saturday of that week, that squad was out in full force (see photo below) supporting the
Spartans football squad that would host Penn State on October 26.


https://twitter.com/NABC1927/status/1187402466758942721?s=03
https://twitter.com/NABC1927/status/1187402466758942721?s=03
https://www.si.com/college/michiganstate/basketball/1-michigan-state-spartan-g-connor-george-looks-ahead-to-the-2019-2020-season
https://www.si.com/college/michiganstate/basketball/1-michigan-state-spartan-g-connor-george-looks-ahead-to-the-2019-2020-season
https://www.si.com/college/michiganstate/basketball/1-michigan-state-spartan-g-connor-george-looks-ahead-to-the-2019-2020-season
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Conner George (LookingoverCoach 1 zzo06s Left Shoul de

The night before, on October 25, the Spartans
held their annual Midnight Madness, with Coach 1zzo making yet another fizzcredibled
entrance along with the memb¢omermbackthirée Spart a
from the right).

The meme below shows the Spartans challenging 2019-20 schedule that included
tough non-conference games against top tier opponents, the first against #2-ranked
Kentucky, followed by Seton Hall, Maui Invitational opponents, and Duke, 20 Big 10
Conference games, the first with Rutgers followed by a non-conference game against
Oakland.


https://twitter.com/MSU_Basketball/status/1187926754683281411?s=03

2013-20

10.29  ALBION (EXH.
105  KENTUC

|

MICHIGAN

g MNNESTT
PURDUE

NORTHWESTERN

PANNEDR [H T8

ep | nKEMNS MIrY



https://twitter.com/MSU_Basketball/status/1176886832186974208/photo/1

For sure, redshirt senior Conner George returned to the Spartans basketball squad for
his fifth year with the team (including his 2015-16 redshirt season).

2019-20 M. Basketball Roster

Matthew Mitchell Photography

POSITION: C HEIGHT: 6-4

WEIGHT: 205 CLASS: Redshirt Senior

HOMETOWN: Okemos, Mich, HIGHSCHOOL: Okemos
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In his preseason comments on each member of the 2019-20 squad, Coach Izzo shared
the following on Conner.

G CONNER GEORGE, RS SR.

“Conner George, another fifth-year player. I've been pleased with Conner. He can really shoot
the ball, and he's a great offensive rebounder”

Coach 1 zzob6s Preseason Comments on Conr


https://msuspartans.com/sports/mens-basketball/roster/conner-george/10139
https://twitter.com/MSU_Basketball/status/1177569520904331264?s=03
https://twitter.com/MSU_Basketball/status/1171034669598461952?s=03
https://247sports.com/college/michigan-state/LongFormArticle/MSU-basketball-Tom-Izzo-roster-breakdown-Cassius-Winston-Xavier-Tillman-Joshua-Langford-137024709/#137024709_3

CONNER GEORGE

CAREER STATS

6-4 * 205 * OKEMOS, MICH.
R-SENIOR * GUARD

THE WORD

Awarded a schotarship for 2017-18, after initially join-
ing the Spartans as a wak-on for the 2015-16 season
« Eamed his bachelor’s degree in three years and is
currently enrolied in graduate school « Excelient long-
range shoater.

2018-19

Appeared in 18 games « Averaged 0.6 points and 0.5
rebounds in 1.6 minutes par game « Played a season-
high five minutes against Bradley (3/21) in the NCAA
Tournament, hitting a pair of free throws « Scored
baskets in wins over ULM (11/14), Green Bay (12/16),
Qakiand (12/21) and Minnesota (2/0) « Selected fo the
National Associabion of Basketball Coaches (NAEC)
Honors Court, recognicing men’s baskethall players
who camy a grade-point average of 3.2 or higher = An
Academic All-Big Ten selection

2017-18

Appeared in 16 games « Averaped 0.4 points and 1.1
rebounds in 3.4 minutes per game « Played a caresr-
high 18 minutes, scored two points, grabbed a career-
bast seven rebounds, including five on the offensive
end, in the first round of the PK8D Invitational against
DePaul (11/22) « Also hit baskets in wins over Ne-
braska and Long Beach Stats (12/721) « Salected to the
National Association of Basketball Coaches (NABC)
Honors Court, recognizing men's basketball players
wha carry a grade-point average of 3.2 or higher.

2016-17

Appeared in 10 games, averaging 0.6 points in 12
minutes » Recipient of MSU's Tim Bograkos Walk-On
Award » Scored a career-high four points. going 4-for-6
from the free theow lin2 in th2 Big Ten Tournament vs.
Penn State (3/9) » Scored his first career points on a
k2yup vs. Minnesota (1/11) « Saw his first action in the
Green and White and grabbed two rebounds vs. Mis-
sissippi Valley State (11/18) « Academic All-Big Ten
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2015-16

Redshirted

HIGH SCHOOL

2015 Lansing State Joumnal Dream Team honores
Averaged 23 points and 10.6 rebounds as a senior,
shooting 48 percent from the field and 83 percant from
the foul linz, playing for Coach Jeff Wonch « Made 38
3-pointers on the season » 2015 Class A Ali-State hon-
ores as selectad by the Baskethall Coaches Association
of Michigan » 2015 Associated Press Honorable Man-
tion Class A All-Stat2 « Chose to walk-on at Michigan
State over numerous Division 11 and 111 opportunities «
Eamed 2014 all-league honorable mention accolades,
while leading Okemos to the Class A district finals

PERSONAL

Robert Conner Georpe « Born Feb, 18, 1007 « Son of
Jerry and Cathy George; Cathy is head coach of the
Michigan State volleyball t2am « Eamed his bachelor’s
degree in communication in May 2018 « Currently pur-
suing 2 Master of Arts in education

-l



https://www.instagram.com/p/B2zRXQ4DfkO/?igshid=vvdf9dxyx8ec
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Is CG ready for the season to start?
Bet on it.

#MSUMadness
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2019-20 MICHIGAN STATE ROSTER

NO. NAME POS.  HT WT. CLASS HOMETOWN/HIGH SCHOOL
0  Kyle Ahrens G/F 6-6 210 R-Sr. Versailles, Ohio/Versailles
1 Joshua Langford G 6-5 200 Sr. Huntsville, Ala./Madison Academy
2  Rocket Watts G 6-2 184 Fr. Detroit, Mich./SPIRE Academy (Ohio)
3  Foster Loyer G 6-0 175 So. Clarkston, Mich /Clarkston
5  Cassius Winston G 6-1 185 Sr. Detroit, Mich/Univ. of Detroit Jesuit
10 Jack Hoiberg G 5-11 175 R-So. Burr Ridge, lll./Hinsdale Central
11 Aaron Henry F 6-6 210 So. Indianapolis, Ind./Ben Davis
13 Steven lzzo G 5-8 150 Fr. East Lansing, Mich. / Lansing Catholic
14 Brock Washington G 6-4 200 R-So. Southfield, Mich./Southfield Christian
15 Thomas Kithier F 6-8 230 So. Clarkston, Mich./Clarkston
20 Joey Hauser F 6-9 220 R-So. Stevens Point, Wis./Stevens Point (Marquette)
23 Xavier Tillman F 6-8 245 Jr. Grand Rapids, Mich./Grand Rapids Christian
25 Malik Hall F 6-7 215 Fr. Aurora, lll./Sunrise Christian Academy (Kan_)
30 Marcus Bingham Jr. F 6-11 225 So. Grand Rapids, Mich/GR Catholic Central
34 Julius Marble F 6-8 225 Fr. Dallas, Texas/Dallas Jesuit
40 Braden Burke F 7-0 245 R-Jr. Stevensville, Mich /Lakeshore (Robert Morris)
41 Conner George G 6-4 205 R-Sr. Okemos, Mich./Okemos
44 Gabe Brown F 6-7 210 So. Ypsilanti, Mich_/Belleville



https://twitter.com/MSU_Basketball/status/1188596114364211200

Preseason Exhibition

On October 29, the Spartans defeated Albion, 85-50, with George getting 8 minutes of
playing time across the first and second halves, shooting 0-2 on field goal attempts,
picking up two fouls, and grabbing two rebounds (one offensive and one defensive).

George (left photo) Grabs One of Two Rebounds


https://www.gannett-cdn.com/presto/2019/10/30/PLSJ/57c0a8a6-c76f-4f0e-b283-2393b544b665-191028_msu_albion_067a.JPG?width=1280
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TUESDAY, NOV. 5 | MRADISON SQUARE GARDEN | 9:30 P.M.

On November 5, the #1-ranked Spartans opened their nonconference season at the

Champions Classic but lost to #2-ranked Kentucky, 69-6 2 .

he supported his team from the bench.
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George

On November 10, the Spartans hosted Binghamton. With 4:24 remaining in the second
half, George entered the game, grabbing four rebounds and making one assist. He was
fouled twice and scored 3 points (3-4 from the foul line), with his last free throw upping

the final score to 100-47.
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BENCH MIN G 3T RED AST PF PTS
B. Burke 2 1 00 0 02 2
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https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10222148526008879&set=pcb.1352448004915767&type=3&theater&ifg=1

With 2:32 remaining, George received a pass at the top of the circle, beyond the 3-point
line, and hit a 3-pointer which was nullified because the player who had thrown the ball
to George was whistled for having his foot on the out-of-bounds line. But George made

up the lost 3-pointer by making three out of his four free throw attempts, the last of
which upped the Spartans final score to 100.

o ' . A7 |

On November 13, in the Gavitt Tipoff Games, the #3-ranked Spartans defeated #12-
ranked Seton Hall, 76-73. While only ten Spartans played, George remained at the

ready on the bench and post-game celebrated the Spartans victory in the locker room
with his teammates.

George (#41) At the Ready on the Bench & Post-Game Celebration


https://i.ytimg.com/vi/0-0cGd03wps/hqdefault.jpg
https://twitter.com/MSU_Basketball/status/1195200816757583872?s=03

On November 18, the #3-ranked Spartans hosted Charleston Southern, George

played in the gameb6s first and second half fo
(one offensive and two defensive) and scoring 2 points on two field goal attempts

(Source). In the second half, with the Spartans holding a 41 point lead at 75-34, George

entered the game with 6:17 remaining At 5:27 remaining, George grabbed a rebound

and scored a basket (bottom left photo), upping the Spartans to a 43 point lead at 79-

36. At 2:15 remaining, George returned to the bench with Spartans holding a

commanding 45-point lead at 87-42 and closing out the win with a final score of 94-46.
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https://www.espn.com/mens-college-basketball/boxscore?gameId=401171733

In the wake of the Spartans win over Seton Hall and Charleston Southern, and the
loss of #1-ranked Kentucky to unranked Evansville, the Spartans rose to #1 in the
2019-2 0 s e asseamd @®wer 26, edging out Duke at #2. Up next was a trip to
Hawaii for a game against the unranked Virginia Tech Hokies in the Maui Invitational.

WhileGe or g e 6 s MBWao ®op, P1ulB, as champ of the pre-tournament cornhole
competition (see middle photo below) on November 24, the next day the unranked
Hokies upset the AP- and Coaches #3-ranked Spartans, 71-66. George only got on the

courtduringthepre.game i ntroducti on dlelodsSoWagniasTecar t i ng
put the Spartans into the consolation bracket to play Georgia on November 26.

(,i Michigan State Basketball &

Post-flight recovery session in the (K, s

000/0:19 )
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On November 26, MSU opened nearly a 30-point lead before Georgia roared back to
cut that lead to a single point before the Spartans held on to win the game 93-85. Again
George did not get into the game but supported the team from the bench.

George (top right) Listens Closely to Coach Izzo in Pre-Game Huddle


https://www.ncaa.com/news/basketball-men/article/2019-11-18/college-basketball-rankings-michigan-state-back-top-followed?fbclid=IwAR2z7Z9PQSHfpdA6fhjwols0NbaHYUESQ2lAHrarZqCN9dulNbwwlU_o1cE
https://twitter.com/i/status/1198074438513651712
https://twitter.com/MSU_Basketball/status/1198093865938386945?s=03
https://twitter.com/i/status/1198595838609477632

On November 27, in their last Maui Invitational game, #3-ranked MSU beat unranked
UCLA, 75-62. With 27.6 seconds remaining, George entered the game and got into the
stat book with a personal foul with a little over eight seconds remaining.
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On December 3, in the ACC-Big 10 Challenge, AP-ranked #11 MSU fell behind by 22
points before losing to #10-ranked Duke, 87-75. The bright spot for Okemos Chieftain
fans was George (41) entering the game at 39.4 seconds, ten seconds later scoring the
Spartans last basket on a rebound put back, and, in effect, leading all Spartans in field
goal percentage with 1000% shooting on the night.
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https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10222385002640647&set=pcb.1375280245965876&type=3&theater&ifg=1

Big Ten Conference

On the eve of the Spartans first Big Ten Conference game
against Rutgers, Michigan State already had three losses,
including to #2 Kentucky, unranked Virginia Tech, and #10
Duke, dropping the Spartans to #5 in the NET rankings, #11
in the AP rankings, and #12 in the Coaches rankings. But on
December 8 the Spartans got back on the winning track with
a 77-65 victory over Rutgers. While Ge or ge geta d n
chance to play in this game, post-game he congratulated
Steve Pikiell, the Scarlet Knights coach. However, despite
the victory over Rutgers, the Spartans had fallen further in
the national polls to #16 (AP) and #15 (Coaches Poll).

On December 14, the #16 Spartans defeated Oakland, 72-49, in a non-conference
game played at Little Caesars Arena in Detroit. George played 10 minutes across both
the first and second halves and scored his first 3-pointer as a Spartan on 1-3 three-point
attempts, grabbed 5 rebounds (4 defensive/1 offensive), and picked up three personal
fouls. George (#41) first entered the game at 11:13 of the first half.

‘ https://www.facebook.co ...



https://www.facebook.com/MichiganStateSpartansBasketball/videos/2689295247831912/
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Followingthe Spar t ans 6 @aklandalre yansing $tate Journal published the
following article on Conner George by Graham Couch:

Couch: For Conner George, time is precious, as is the hope he'll
get to save MSU 'in a desperate time'

Gralam CouchlLansing State Journal Published 7:02 p.m. ET Dec. 14, 2019 | Updated 10:44 p.m.
ET Dec. 14, 2019

Michigan State guard Conner George is higHived by his teammates after coming off the
court during the game against Oakland at Little Caesarg\rena in Detroit, Saturday, Dec.
14, 2019. Michigan State won, 729. (Photo: Anntaninna Biondo, Detroit Free Presy

DETROIT i Conner George has toiled for five seasons at Michigan State for the precious 2
minutes and 20 seconds that came his way in the first half Saturday.


https://www.lansingstatejournal.com/story/sports/columnists/graham-couch/2019/12/14/michigan-state-basketball-connor-george-still-dreams-saving-msu/2649216001/?utm_source=lansingstatejournal-Daily%20Briefing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=daily_briefing&utm_term=hero
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/staff/4395718002/graham-couch/

By now, perhaps no player in college basketball values time more than George.

These werenot his first meaningful mi nutes at MS
49 blowout of Oakland at Little Caesars Arena. George, a 6-foot-4 walk-on from Okemaos,

has lived on the outside fringes of the playing rotation the last three seasons, always so

dang closeto being aregularandyetneedi ng turmoil to strike for i
emergency rotation guy.

Two years ago, he hauled in seven rebounds in 16 minutes at the PK80 tournament in

Portland when Miles Bridges missed a game with an injury. Last March, in the first round of

the NCAA tournament, George played the final five minutes of the first half in place of

freshmen Aaron Henry and Gabe Brown who were str
two free throws put MSU ahead as the Spartans grappled with Bradley.

ATk d works his ass off, 6 MSU codaamvyouTanao | zzo s a

that for five years, I donét know. O
George can tell you how. Thereds al ways been horg
placeé .At | ast, however, heoknowsmi hbatiésl esebabéyed

unexpected need 8 with this team, maybe 3-point shooting. Freshman Rocket Watts is out
right now with a stress reaction in his left foot. As long as Watts is out, George will play, 1zzo
said.

Alf | keep,pl apidgGeelk ge, wigainstRutgers fast Sundayein any t i
Watts' first game out. AHopefully | can make mor
convincing. o0

He hit one 3-pointer Saturday, a shot from the left side, putting the Spartans ahead 22-9 in
the middle of the first half. It was a relief. George, a shooter by trade, was previously 0-for-
10 from beyond the arc in his MSU career, never with more than one attempt in any one
game before Saturday, when he took three, missing the last two.

fitl felt really good just getting that off my che
(Ahrens), we always joke aboutthatd 6 When am | going to make a 37?0
been saying, 6Youdre going to makeeeasagngfehen it r
t wo years. o0

George stayed at MSU dreaming of opportunities |
teammates, his friends and the program that, after all this time, is part of him. He could have
left a year ago as a grad transfer, after graduating in three years.

Saturdayés game was both a reminder of what <coul
George wound up guarding Oakland freshman walk-on Blake Lampman for a stretch. It was

Okemos defending Haslett, a Meridian Mall showdown. Lampman played 27 minutes and is

averaging more than 20 minutes per game for the Golden Grizzlies. That could be George

somewhere other than MSU.



https://www.lansingstatejournal.com/story/sports/columnists/graham-couch/2017/11/24/conner-george-michigan-state-depaul-basketball-couch-column/891796001/
https://www.lansingstatejournal.com/story/sports/columnists/graham-couch/2019/03/22/michigan-state-basketball-msu-ncaa-tournament-bradley-minnesota/3235440002/
https://www.lansingstatejournal.com/story/sports/columnists/graham-couch/2019/12/12/oakland-university-basketball-blake-lampman-haslett/4407595002/
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iCG i sonlegendkascout-t eam | egend, 6 MSU point guard Cas
could hang jerseys for scout team glayers,
works, he never complains. A lot of guys would be frustrated. | think | would probably be
if 1'dm this close to the playing rot
he supports, hebés | oud on t heekibdohgoyhyouwhnetd s c heer
for. When he hit his 3 tonight, Om out th
moment that was for him. o
Michigan State guard Conner George, of Okemos, and Oakland guard Blake
Lampman, of Haslett, were matched up against each other at times Saturday at Little
Caesars Arena in Detroit. (Photo: Anntaninna Biondo, Detroit Free Press)
eds other big mo @eafiar hisDaninutes dnd 1 secendseHel at e
got to check out of the game with the regulars, before garbage time, when he usually plays.
elt good, 06 George said. Alt happened ear/li
and that one probably felt a little better honestly because (Saturday) | kind of messed up the
last possession, when | fouled a dude. | fouled a dude twice in a row. So | was more just
myself. o
have been up big by then. But George
6s why I 6m going after evertyngsubbdd munthd, 0 he
t wo minutes of a game, those are i mportant.
are important to me. o0

Those



Michigan State guard Conner George tries to block Oakland guard Kenny
Pittman Jr. (24) during the game against Oakland at Little Caesars Arena in
Detroit, Saturday, Dec. 14, 2019. Michigan State won, 72-49. (Photo:
Anntaninna Biondo, Detroit Free Press)

George had five more rebounds Saturday. He has a knack for it 8 knowing to crash the
glass when his manlooksaway, et c. Hebés averaging 12.9 rebou
career and has 12 in 21 minutes this season. 1zzo has learned he can count on him for that.

AiwWe didnét just play him because wedre pissed of

every rebou n d . He gets every | oose r eb-athleticdiimk nown t o n
Bograkos. But hedbs a much better shooter. o
George is in there because Watts is outpointBut on

tries through 1 dovay tomeacoupldineoie @s Shtardag, just to plant that
seed.

I wish | hit at | ea
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t one of those other two, 0O

il know that we are unfortunately one mishap or
having to play. Thatodés kendndf owhahegdags wWwaeadhof
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https://scontent-iad3-1.xx.fbcdn.net/v/t39.2147-6/c0.9.476.249a/p476x249/80825019_1453054854852502_6658490337314471936_n.jpg?_nc_cat=102&_nc_ohc=hCUHhcrA1f8AQm89NjvEAi4O0D4yAPuqW107Mob3q_5uUUkYrnYnos5YA&_nc_ht=scontent-iad3-1.xx&oh=5a95ab5b27da527575fc5900777060bd&oe=5E73F391
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Conner 6s Got HoBackI eammat es

OnDecember16™, during Coach |1 zzo06s weekly press co
the injuries to two Spartan guards (Josh Langford & Rocket Watts) and Cassius

Winston and Foster Loyer as the primary two guards,t hat @A Conner George cC
line for more minuteso(Source)


https://spartanswire.usatoday.com/2019/12/16/tom-izzo-connor-george-could-be-in-line-for-more-minutes/?utm_source=spartanswire&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=pos3headline

Wi t h
not ed

Chris Solari & .
<. @chrissolari

Izzo says MSU worked Winston and Loyer on the court together
some today in practice. "l think that will happen.” Also sees Conner
George playing a little more.

161 1:59 PM - Dec 16, 2019 @

) 19 people are talking about this >
Matt Charboneau .
@mattcharboneau

Izzo says he isn't ruling out giving Conner George more time. "He
seems to give us some energy.”

) 16 2:00 PM - Dec 16, 2019 ®

t he Spar t a'ganke atDerthwestera lboming, Spartans Wire

AFive Players to Watcho, the

5. Connor George

Okay, okay, hear me out, guys. Izzo recently stated that Connor George
will play more minutes in the future. This means George is likely the third

Guard in Michigan State’s rotation. As a result, his importance almost

goes without saying. Expect George to play at least ten minutes this next

game against Northwestern. If he plays well, those minutes definitely go

up. Hopefully, Connor George spaces the floor and continues hustling on

defense.

f

fth

On December 18 at Northwestern, the #15 Spartans won, 77-72. George (#41) played
for only u about a minute in the second half but notched no other stats in the box score.

AVAILABLE GUARDS caretR STaRT

{

. _
'3 !
W

A EER

t\u

3 TOSILR a | CONNLR 1 BROCK o STOVIN 10| JACK

ON ' LOYER ¢ |GEORGE  c WASHINGION ' 1220 < |HOIBERG

0 0 0 0 0

LANGFORD & WATTS: OUT

bei


https://spartanswire.usatoday.com/2019/12/17/msu-basketball-vs-northwestern-five-players-to-watch/
https://spartanswire.usatoday.com/2019/12/16/tom-izzo-connor-george-could-be-in-line-for-more-minutes/?utm_source=spartanswire&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=pos3headline
https://spartanswire.usatoday.com/2019/12/17/msu-basketball-vs-northwestern-five-players-to-watch/
https://twitter.com/i/status/1207502012990013440

Up next and before the balance of the Spartan
took on the last two on its non-conference opponents. On December 21 Michigan State

defeated Eastern Michigan, 101-48. George shot 1-2, scoring 3 points on a 3-pointer;

missed two free throw attempts (0-2); grabbed four rebounds (two offensive and two

defensive); had two turnovers; and played the last 9:29 minutes of the game, entering

the game when the Spartans were ahead by a 49 point margin (83-34) (Source).

But 1-1 on 3-point Attempts

Spartan Avenue, initsigr ade o assignments on player perfo
rated Conner George as follows:

Conner George: B+

Once again, Conner George came in and provided some solid minutes for the Spartans. He
had three points and four rebounds in nine minutes and he's a great energy guy.

Near gameds end, the SparGeage 4Ll 1 redskirtsertioeimur ed p
his fifth season) attemptedtopass t he ball down the court to
player,walk-on f r es hman, 5068 0Butte pthheen blazlzlo séamdl 3e)d o v e
with BTMNgpsl oyl aaznnouncer adding AGeorge throws
George isused to throwingit t o guys who are in the 6670 nei
Izzo checks in at 5 6 8Qpming back down the court, Stephen reached out to George to

thank himfor Georged s ef f or thattohinpass t he


https://www.espn.com/mens-college-basketball/boxscore?gameId=401166129
https://spartanavenue.com/2019/12/22/michigan-state-basketball-grades-eastern-michigan-2019/3/

George (#41) Mentoring lzzo (#13)

On December 29, #14 MSU hosted non-conference opponent Western Michigan and

won 95-62. George played seven minutes (on the court twice in the second half), scored

two points on 1-3 shooting (0-2 on 3-point attempts), and grabbed four rebounds (1

offensive and 3 defensive). Yet Spartan Avenuewas a bit stingy grading
performance at a C+.

Conner George: C+

Conner George also played seven minutes and had a guiet showing with four
rebounds and two points. He's an energy guy so his performance wasn't
disappointing, but it was a small sample size.
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George Fakes a Pass & Drives to the Basket for
Spartans o RUppad theBSzm&te 95-59


https://spartanavenue.com/2019/12/30/michigan-state-basketball-grades-win-western-michigan-2019/3/
https://spartanavenue.com/2019/12/30/michigan-state-basketball-grades-win-western-michigan-2019/3/

George Grabs Gamedbs Last Rebound & Dri bbl

On January 2, #14 MSU returned to Big 10 Conference play at the Breslin Center and
rolled over lllinois, 76-56. With 1:20 remaining in the second half, George entered the
game; with less than three seconds remaining Conner grabbed the last rebound of the
game (a defensive rebound).

llege Basketball: linois at Michigan State

On January 5, the #14 Spartans hosted #12 Michigan, led the Wolverines the whole

game, built a 19-point lead, and won, 87-69, with George cheering on his teammates all

the way (see 1% photo below). At 4:19 remaining in the game, Spartan students in the
Izzonehelduppost er heads of Spart facefapleftafy2®pheto).( see G
With 23.1 seconds remaining, George entered the game (3" photo).

l -llwr'."N



https://www.facebook.com/msubasketball/photos/a.1445775865654716/2550717488493876/?type=3&eid=ARA4QSwesdy7zZyS4QMmGLd_FUWLysxTya5lUdiJetaIqvygO0iMMrbxhiQ8XdUTNBGCKYAvRI-pDYND&__xts__[0]=68.ARCgDmthZmM4ZG7maKrdUQVkaBi40W-7tDUBcOp6Pdl1ks5Xhg9frmAnZeQm819q7DWV3k4IoXMVcXsPwOm_P3NN8mcsQC1299KFUjw-9CCO3X14qQ961UkBe9v5cJXYmXwssNQ47K1CQN7RxIt9pMpOwBkspvJDl4iEFWNOwLSG2DDN6ptILKYJzv9zhr0U89gGBicRxBR0o4ptjOJlghJ47yCH4d_DoYUtyuylgnBlVnkbSIx3MBmR_je78a4fp_g9eSTrsQ6Guh4jsaICF4JdqJAV4k76jiG1_tx8EF5-oyZ7TspmJGTEUaYA52cJmNgACcXr5Pq_RjRlNhQGJ4dkOc80&__tn__=EEHH-R
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Within two seconds, George g¢gr abbe dphoth e
below) and dribbled out most of the remaining time (2nd photo below) before handing
the ball to Stephen Izzo (3" photo) with less than ten seconds remaining. The fourth
image is the video of the post-game celebration in the locker room.

i LT

s e A
(Wl 4 P
i

897 (5 1 MCHGANST 10 87 '20p 9.9

NTLh,

gameods


https://www.facebook.com/SpartansAllAccess/videos/2683122218475985/?t=0

On January 9, #8 Michigan State hosted Minnesota and won, 74-58, though George

did not play in this game; three days later, January 12, the #8 Spartans lost at Purdue,

71-62, bit George playedt he game 6s | awert0-1 owa hookilapup attempt

(photo below), contested on three rebound attempts (one offensive and two defensive),

and helped prevent Purdue fromget t i ng another score during the

On December 17, #15 Michigan State hosted and defeated Wisconsin, 67-55. While
George didna get on the court, post-game he and his teammates celebrated Cassius
Winstodass8%7 to become the Qlptimeassisnisadeand t he

George Congratulates Winstonon Cas si u sBreaRrg@1rt Assist


https://www.facebook.com/MichiganStateSpartansBasketball/videos/152522426186496/
https://twitter.com/i/status/1218635162902310913

On January 20, Spartans All-Access featured one of its segments on Conner George.

0:06 / 0:30

On Janaury 26, the #14 Spartans recovered from the loss at Indiana with a 70-52 win at
Minnesota. George (at pre-game practices in photos below) did not play.



https://twitter.com/i/status/1219268563485151233
https://www.instagram.com/tv/B7qpQ-dFRwX/?igshid=cafe4jcu9zkb
https://www.instagram.com/p/B7rw-eWBVsc/?igshid=1w3x7uwnyp3ow
https://www.instagram.com/p/B7wK-3vHwCt/?igshid=7373q48kc2u8
https://twitter.com/i/status/1220817682309795841

On January 29, at home, the MSU trounced Northwestern, 79-50. George entered the

game with 2:58 remaining in the second half, played the rest of the game, and pulled in
a defensive rebound.
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@ Graham Couch &

Here are 3 quick takes on Michigan State's 79-50
drilling of Northwestern — on Foster Loyer's revenge, a
feel-good night for Kyle Ahrens, and tough words from
1zzo toward MSU's freshmen.

Couch: 3 quick takes on Michigan State's 79-50 drilling of Northwestern, includin.

oo1/022 )

Over the next four games, MSU lost two on the the road (at Wisconsin and Michigan)
and one at home against Penn State before finally pulling our a road victory at Illinois.
George did not play in any of these four games.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JuZJFtBr6AQ&feature=youtu.be
https://twitter.com/Graham_Couch/status/1222699075574747136?s=03
https://twitter.com/MSU_Basketball/status/1222891792510615552?s=03

1 On February 1, on the road, the Spartans were edged out by Wisconsin, 64-63.

George Deplaning in Madison

1 On February 4, at home, MSU was defeated by Penn State, 75-70.

George & Teammates in Pre-Game Warmup and Post-Game Lap
1 On February 8, at Michigan, the Spartans lost 77-68.

With the Michigan| o s s, MSU dropped out of the APG6s T
Conner George (on the right the second photo below) and teammate Braden Burke

boarded the plane for the Spartans flight to Champaign-Urbana for their next game

against lllinois.



https://www.instagram.com/p/B8ADeVohNnw/?igshid=1lua29up5rin2
https://twitter.com/MSU_Basketball/status/1224850395513507841?s=03
https://twitter.com/DavidHarns/status/1224894748680433664?s=03
https://www.instagram.com/p/B8ZPlzTFdim/?igshid=8bwogehqjvv
https://www.instagram.com/p/B8Z5o_Whiwl/?igshid=1g38zk7ojr4br

1 On February 11, MSU, after blowing a 20-point lead and nearly snatching defeat
from the jaws of victory, got back on the winning track with a 70-69 road victory
over #22 Illinois on a nearly last-second dunk by Xavier Tillman. During one of
the timeouts, George was quickly off the bench to congratulate teammate Marcus
Bingham Jr. who had just swatted an lllinois p | a y shat éttempt out of bounds
(see left image below). Click on right image below for game highlights. George
also congratulated Rocket Watts who scored 21 points as his career high as a
Spartan (next two photos). Click on last image below for GIF of Spartans post-
game celebration run through the tunnel

Post-Game Celebration Run Through the Tunnel

Dur i ng ¢eo%Rgedskthe lllinoisgame,Wendy 6s Wo o deataredWat c h
Cassius Winston as a candidate for the 2020 Wooden Award, including footage of

George (wearing his #3 scout team red jersey) competing with Winston to grab a

rebound on a missed free throw attempt during a Spartans practice session (see photo
below).


https://twitter.com/MSU_Basketball/status/1227615113764454400?s=03
https://www.gannett-cdn.com/presto/2020/02/12/PLSJ/f0097d68-9052-42aa-80f2-736f7ea0a6a3-USATSI_14029100.jpg?width=680&height=510&fit=bounds&auto=webp
https://www.gannett-cdn.com/presto/2020/02/12/PLSJ/3d185441-8fe4-4425-93b1-b9bc40fa297b-USATSI_14029113.jpg?width=680&height=510&fit=bounds&auto=webp
https://www.instagram.com/p/B8dDAVYhZlu/?igshid=1kna1x0iuu65l

On February 15, ESPN returned to East Lansing fAon the
the Breslin with at least one Conner George fan in the crowd that turned out early for
E S P N@oBege Game Day.
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Conner George in Pre-Game Huddle

Later that day the #26 Spartans (3" place in the Big Ten at 8-5 and unranked in the AP
Top 25 hosted #9 Maryland (1% place at 10-3).

George and Winston Encourage Watts

Behind by 15 points, the Spartans came back to take a seven point lead with minutes
remaining, only to allow the Terrapins to go on a 14-0 run for a 67-60 win, dropping the
Spartans into 3" place in the Big Ten. Conner did not play in this game.

W-L GE
H 9 Maryland Terrapins 113
#® 13 Penn State Nittany Lions 104 1

ﬁ Michigan State Spartans 9-6 25



https://www.instagram.com/p/B_NbD6TFboc/?igshid=18lhby5xzendj

_=

{§p1 cassiuswinston5

February 18 1 Happy Birthday, Conner, from Cassius Winston!

Kyle Ahens & Conner George at Practice

On February 20 unranked MSU was at Nebraska (2-12 in the Big Ten) and picked up a
much needed 86-65 road victory. Going into the game, Michigan State was in 3-way tie
with lowa and Illinois (each team 9-6) for 3" place in the Big 10 behind 2" place Penn
State (10-5) and 1 place Maryland (12-3).


https://www.instagram.com/p/B82VX8-j8YO/?igshid=sh7sy6i9cn0o

m BIG TEN STANDINGS

M MARYLAND 123
8 (% PENNSTATE 105
0 Y 1owa 96

ILLINOIS 96
8  MICHIOAN STATE 96
W WISCONSIN 96

RUTGERS 12}
M MICHIGAN (2}
& OHIOSTATL 3]
9 INDIANA 1]
2l PURDUE 19
M. MINNESOTA 69
N NEBRASKA i
N NORTHWESTERN 4

With the Spartans ahead 78-58 and 2:59 remaining, George entered the game (right

photo above). Interestingly, Conner was on the court along with two Spartan guards:
freshman Stephen |1 zzo0o (Coach | zzod\ebrsslmne) and
coach Fred Ho i direrighpghasto abave). Geofga plaged the balance of the

game, had a defensive rebound, shot 0-1 on a layup attempt (see photo below), and

had a personal foul (Source).

i
MICHIOANST D3 86  NEDRASKA )

After the game, Stephen lzzo, Conner George, and Jack Hoiberg greet the Cornhuskers
players and coaches (see photo below).



https://www.espn.com/mens-college-basketball/boxscore?gameId=401166237

Over the next three Big 10 games against AP-ranked opponents,MSU was the victor
though George didnda play in any of these games. On February #25 MSU (10-6 in the
Big 10), defeated #18 lowa (also 10-6), 78-70.

On February #24, at #9 Maryland, the Spartans downed the Terrapins, 78-66, a game
t hat was highl i ght elduzzbrypeatihg lzaskcourtsswishier just betore 6 s
halftime (see videos below).

24 MICHIGAN VST . 0.0 + 9 MARYLAND .
19-9 (11-6) & : 2 23-5 (13-4)
FouLs:7 37 Ist ‘ 29 > BONUS  FOULS:S



https://twitter.com/nickkingphoto/status/1232453280342540288?s=03
https://www.instagram.com/p/B9AgQAmFRY1/?igshid=1or4tc5e610m2
https://www.instagram.com/p/B9LG8i1JeaB/?igshid=137jmk9nl6w0t
https://www.instagram.com/p/B9LGsBmlLO-/?igshid=qn7cy4hlq8x5
https://www.instagram.com/p/B9LbKnHBrEP/?igshid=v3utf4pxb5y4

