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PASTORS OF OKEMOS COMMUNITY CHURCH 

H.P. Barker 
B. Searles 
George W. Sherman 
Charles Chick, Jr. 
Jehiel Gulick 
Supply-S. Dodge 
Supply-A. Gore 
A.L. Hoag 
Alvern A. Rolfe 
A.L. Crittenden 
T.J. Hill 
Samuel G. Blanchard 
Byron S. Pratt 
Jason R. Cadwell 
B.W. Smith 
W. Taylor 
No information 
George A. Odium 
George E. Hollister 
A.E. North 
John Dobson 
A.H. Stuq~is 
Thomas Riley 
Duncan M. Ward 
Judson P. Durham 
W.L. Holmes 
John Klose 
Arthur W. Simmons 
J.H. Skinner 

1900-03 
1903-04 
1904-06 
1906-09 
1909-12 
1912-16 
1916-18 
1918-20 
1920-21 
1921-22 
1922-23 
1923-26 
1926-27 
1927-31 
1931-32 
1932-34 
1934-36 
1936-41 
1941-50 
1950-59 
1959-62 
1962-66 
1966-87 
1987-89 
1989-96 
1996-

J.H. Hoover 
N.S. Tuttle 
Albert D. Newton 
Charles H. Kelsey 
Carl Seipp 
George Brown 
John G. Biery 
William P. Ainsworth 
E.O. Gildart 
William H. Helrigel 
C.A. McAntafer 
W.E. Calow 
V.B. Niles 
Paul Boodagh 
O.F. Bulman 
Stanley Thayer 
Ralph J. Wooten 
Myron E. Hoyt 
Harold Jayne 
David S. Evans 
Richards Raines 
Allen E. Wittrup 
John E. Cermak 
Verne C. Summers 
Charles D. Grauer 
James W. Boehm 

ASSISTANT PASTORS OF OKEMOS COMMUNITY CHURCH 

1956-59 
1959-62 
1963-64 

Archie Roberts 
Richard Singleton 
Harold Coger 

ASSOCIATE PASTORS OF OKEMOS COMMUNITY CHURCH 

1965-89 
1989-91 
1991-93 
1993-94 
1994-

Lynn Grimes 
Richard L. Sneed 
Pegg Ainslie 
Joyce Detoni-Hill 
George R. Grettenberger 

*William Mullen served prior to 1882, date unknown 
L.W. Earl served prior to 1882, date unknown 
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STEPHEN MINISTERS 
Left to right front row: Margaret Foster, Sue Keegstra, Robert White, 

Joan Travis, Connie Manwaring,, and Virginia Fisher 
Back row: Charles and Pat Grauer 

* PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 



DEDICATED TO HELEN BURTON AND DR. I. J. (BRECK) BRECKENFELD 

(1910 - 1989 and 1905 - 1981) 

Helen and Breck were longtime residents of Okemos and members of the Okemos Community 
Church. Helen, from Elgin, Illinois, and Breck, from Racine, Wisconsin, met as high school 
teachers in Belvidere, Illinois in 1930. Breck later returned to the University of Wisconsin for his 
masters, and then went on to Kirksville College of Osteopathy in Missouri. They married in 1939 
and settled in Edina, Missouri, where Breck had a general practice and their three sons were born. 

Helen and Breck and their sons (Jim 6, Bob 4 and Bill 2) moved to Okemos in 1948. Breck took 
over the general practice in the old downtown area, and for a number of years he was the only 
doctor in the community. The family soon became actively involved in the Community Church, 
where Helen and Breck maintained strong ties the rest of their lives. 

In 1964, Helen returned to teaching and taught math for ten years at Okemos High School. 
Breck retired from medicine in 1973. For a number of years durmg retirement Helen and Breck 
ran the 1849 House Antique Shop in the old downtown area. 

Okemos Community Church provided the spiritual center for much of Helen and Breck's lives. 
It was the source of many lifelong friends, as well as the foundation for much of their social life. 
Their longtime association with and commitment to Okemos Community Church, makes the 
dedication to the church history a fitting memory to Helen and Breck. 
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had it taken place two- years later, Olds recalls, the Meridian Village would have been a 
good location. After saving furniture and the colored glass windows, a bulldozer demolished 
the buildings and a mighty bonfire was lit-one supposes old timers might have regarded it as 
a funeral pyre. Olds said he couldn't recall any amusing or special incidents in the building 
because everything went so smoothly. 

Later the space between the two buildings was beautifully landscaped to be known as the 
DeLind Memorial Garden in memory of Tommy DeLind. The south east corner has been 
designated as a columbarium. 

In December 1969, a fire in the laundry room of the brick parsonage damaged part of the 
building. It was decided that the Cermaks would find housing elsewhere with the old 
parsonage repaired and later used as the Lansing District United Methodist office. 

Other events during this period included Cermak being granted a sabbatical to work on his 
Doctor of Ministry degree, which he was awarded. During his absence a retired Michigan 
Conference minister, Robert Trenery, served as minister. He spoke warmly of the 
experience and his relation to the members of the congregation. In 1978 Cermak visited the 
Holy Land. 

During these years, Family Nights, special study groups, social events and programs filled 
the church calendar. One of the most popular programs over the years has been the 
Memorial Weekend Family Camp at the Michigan Conference Lake Michigan campground. 
Campers, tents and recreational vehicles fill the facility. There are a lot of good anecdotes 
told about this event. 

The mortgage on the education unit was burned in October 1982, completing the $360,000 
cost in a period of 16 years, no small accomplishment! In 1983, an elevator was installed at 
the end of the north foyer, a blessing to those who cannot climb stairs and a lifesaver to those 
who staff the Thanksgiving and Christmas Baskets programs. Cost of the project was 
$60,000. 

The 80' s saw two important milestones in the life of Lynn Grimes and her family. In May 
1983, she received the Master of Divinity degree from Garrett Evangelical Seminary and in 
June 1985 she was ordained Elder at the West Michigan Annual Conference by Bishop Judith 
Craig. 

At the 1987 West Michigan Annual Conference, John Cermak was appointed to Jackson 
First United Methodist Church, completing 21 years of ministry in Okemos. At his farewell 
he said he had conducted 401 weddings, 370 baptisms, 254 funerals and had received 1150 



members with membership at 852. He had preached 850 sermons. Add this to counseling, 
other speaking engagements and service on connectional lxxlies, and he had an imposing total. 

Verne Summers was appointed minister, with Lynn Grimes continuing as associate. Two 
years later Summers was appointed to the church in Mason and Lynn Grimes was appointed 
to Grand Ledge, completing a 22-year service in Okemos where, starting as Director of 
Religious Education, she had completed her seminary education, been ordained Elder, and 
was Associate Minister, then four years later was appointed District Superintendent of the 
Central District, a record both the Okemos church and she can be proud of. 

In 1989, Charles Grauer was appointed to the Okemos church. 

Several associates have served with him including Richard Sneed, Pegg Ainslie and part­
time Joyce DeToni-Hill, as well as retired West Michigan Conference minister, George 
Grettenberger. 

VII. AND IN CONCLUSION ... 

The years since 1989, have been filled with a variety of religious and other experiences. 
Acting on an earlier congregational vote to have an early service, the Cabinet set up a 9:30 
a.m. worship service, with the opening devoted to church school and the balance of the 
service consisting of traditional worship. It has been well-liked by the younger couples with 
children who prefer a simultaneous church school. 

An added feature of the worship services has been the Mission Buckets in the Narthex with 
a different local charity designated each month (this in addition to regular mission and 
benevolence budget items). New hymnals and Pew Bibles have been placed in the sanctuary. 
A Thursday evening summer worship service was offered but was not continued. In 1990, 
David and Catherine Evans were named Pastoral Emeritus Family. 

An important addition to the caring ministry of the church has been the enrollment in the 
Stephen Ministry Program with ten lay persons undergoing training to visit and care for those 
who need the nurturing ministry of the church. It has been a heartwarming experience. 
(1992) Seven others have taken training since the first class, and new leaders added. 

In the music area, new adult choir robes were purchased, the south east corner class room 
was remodeled with risers, robe storage cupboards and other elements for the choirs and a 
new piano was secured as a memorial to Ed Roney. The former choir room on the lower 
level became the youth room. 



Two parsonages were purchased, one for the senior minister in 1989 and one for the 
associate in 1990. Several important physical plant projects were carried out, including the 
resurfacing of the parking lot, the installation of lighting by Bob Vince and Paul Scheibner 
(a retired UMC minister in the congregation). This team also installed the new sound system 
in the sanctuary and the social hall. Relocation of the library and reorganization of the office 
space to create a computer room, as well as a new front church sign and landscaping to 
complete the installation were completed. In a joint effort with the Women's Society, a new 
stove and flooring were installed in the kitchen. 

Organizationally, the development of the Program Council facilitated the work of the 
various committees, freeing the Church Cabinet for other administrative matters concerning 
the church. Welcome and information stations for newcomers were established in both 
foyers. 

One of the new program features has been the "Wednesday Night Alive" evening. 
Beginning with a common meal, there are activities for adults, youth and children. One very 
popular feature has been the "Bonehead Bible Study" conducted by Charles Grauer. It has 
attracted a growing and loyal following. "Wednesday Night Alive" has also been an 
opportunity to showcase youth and adult programs, fun nights and other features. Education 
Director Ann l...ohman's innovative work has enhanced this undertaking. Her teaming up with 
Music Director Donna Green has supplied drama and music programs. Donna has brought 
a number of new .music elements to the first service. Ann has strengthened the Christian 
education program with a cadre of fine teachers. 

There have been a number of important special events. In May 1990, the 60th anniversary 
of the federation of the Methodist and Baptist churches was celebrated with a special worship 
service and a dinner. Guest of honor was Chaplahn (Col.) Archie Roberts USA (Ret.) who 
was an assistant during the time he was a student at MSU 1957-59. There was a slide show 
on the history of the church, historical displays and a cake. 

In October 1991, the sesquicentennial of the Methodist work in Okemos was celebrated. 
A museum walk of historical exhibits, frontier hospitality tours and historical vignettes were 
enjoyed. 

A panel discussion, "Vision 21: Religious Issues for the 21st Century" was the highlight 
of the observance. Taking part were: State Rep. Lynn Jondahl, moderator; Charles 
Chandler, St. Katherine's Episcopal Church, Williamston; Dr. W. Fred Graham, MSU Dept. 
of Religion; Vernon Moore, Harvest House Ministry, Lansing; Darrel Neves, Faith Lutheran 
Church, Okemos; Douglas Philips, First Baptist Church, Okemos; Mark Ramsey, 



Presbyterian Church of Okemos; David Tobey, Okemos Nazarene Church and David Evans, 
Master of Ceremonies. The clergy panel engaged in a lively discussion on the future of 
religion and churches in the 21st century. A banquet followed in the Social Hall. 

In this period, the Okemos Community Church Women continued their fund-raising with 
rummage sales, bazaars and in 1995 sold Koeze nuts. Principal use of their funds has been 
the support of United Methodist mission projects and a good number of religious and helping 
organizations in the greater Lansing area. Teaming with the Missions Committee, they have 
filled 25 Thanksgiving baskets and the same number of Christmas baskets for the less 
fortunate. Christian Services provides the names of recipients. Under the auspices of George 
Grettenberger, the church has taken part in the Haiti Hot Lunch program for children 
sponsored by the United Methodist Church Board of Missions. 

In April 1992, the church was host to former Iranian hostage, Allen Steen. The 
congregation was enthralled by his low key description of his five years in captivity. 

No church, despite the variety of denominational and congregational programs in various 
areas, can live entirely unto itself. A part of its presence in the community should be making 
available its facilities to helping agencies and where needed, the sponsorship of beneficial 
programs. Okemos Community Church has hosted many community programs such as the 
S.T.E.P. program for parents, the Kiwanis Club of Okemos, sponsored a local Boy Scout 
troop, has hosted A.A. (reflecting the historic temperance stand of the denomination); 
maintaining a food bank for those in need, cooperating and helping fund in part the Council 
Against Domestic Abuse and Habitat for Humanity, in whose program some church members 
joined for house-building. The list goes on. 

Much of the smoothness in administering these projects and programs can be attributed 
to the skill of Joan Travis who has presided over the church office and administration for 28 
years. 

On June 30, 1996, James W. Boehm will become pastor of the Okemos Community 
Church as preparation for the 21st century continues. 











APPENDIX 

PGPIII ATION ANAi YSIS 

GENERAi DEMOGRAPHIC TRENDS 

Meridian Township was a rural township in 1940, with a poputlation of less than 5,000, encompassing settlements 
in Okemos and Haslett, and along Grand River Avenue. The Township experienced substantial population growth in 
the years following World War II . In the 1940's, the population almost doubled with the addition of over 4,300 
residents. The 1960's was the decade of greatest growth, with a population increase of almost 10,000. More recently 
the rate of growth has slowed, but the Township still added over 6,600 residents in the 1980's (see Table I) . 

A straightforward interprepation of the figures in Table I is difficult because residential portions of the Township 
have been annexed into East Lansing over the years. If not for the annexations, the growth rates reported in Table I 
would be higher in certain decades . For example, a major annexation that occured in 1979 involving 2,900 residents 
accounts in part for the slower growth recorded in 1980. 

TABLE I - TOTAL POPULATION 

YEAR POPULATION NUMERICAL CHANGE PERCENT CHANGE 

1930 2,878 - -

1940 4,767 +1,889 +65.6% 

1950 9,180 +4,341 +91.1 % 

1960 13,884 +4,776 +52.4% 

1970 23,817 +9,933 +71.5% 

1980 28,754 +4,397 +20.7% 

1990 35,644 +6,890 +24.0% 

Source: Bureau of the Census , U.S. Department of Commerce 
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SHOALS 
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STONEBROOK 
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TACOMA HILLS 
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HISTORICAL MARKER 
DEDICATION 

Dr. David Evans, Rep. H. Lynn Jondahl, Twp. Clerk Virginia White, Mich. Historical 
Commission member Sandra Clark, Rev. Joyce DeToni-Hill, ].Wesley Olds and Rev. 
Charles Grauer. The marker is dedicated to Milton and Thelma Lamb. 




