
President's Message 
What a terrific response I have 

received from many Okemos Alums 
concerning the formation of the 
Okemos Alumni Association. The 
Okemos Alumni Association and I 
are grateful to the Okemos Education 
Foundation for providing the 
initiative to successfully get our 
group off the ground. Many Okemos 
Alums have already joined the 
Okemos Alumni Association through 
their membership contributions. The 
O.A.A. board greatly appreciates 
their members' confidence and the 
support of its efforts. I would like to 
encourage those who haven't joined 
to consider doing so now. This 
association is run entirely by 
Okemos alumni volunteers, some of 
who have put a tremendous number 
of hours towards this project. By 
becoming a member, you will be 
receiving two O.A.A. newsletters, in 
addition to maintaining your current 
address on your class mailing list. 
The O.A.A. is also providing class 
reunion planning services to those 
Okemos alumni who are planning 
their class reunions. They will also 
be hosting periodic Alumni social 
gatherings. I look forward to a 
growing Okemos Alumni 
Association membership and hope 
your name will be on the list of new 
members. 

Heather Jones Clark '79 

Alumni Get-Together 
Our first annual Okemos Alumni 

get-together was a great success. After 
the October 2 Okemos homecoming 
game, about 75 Okemos grads met at 
Coral Gables' Rathskellar. They 
represented classes all the way from 1965 
to 1989. We are looking forward to 
making this an annual event and we hope 
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Teacher Feature: Marilyn Bowker 
I have had many positive experiences as I look 

back on my 29 years of teaching. Seeing this Alumni 
Association become a reality is one that is among the 
tops. Each class reunion I am able to attend is among 
my year's highs. Okemos is the home for "class 
people." 

In September of 1964 I began my years of tenure 
at Okemos High School. There were only about 20 
faculty members then. At that time, I could identify 
by name all of the students. Now that our enrollment 
is more than 1,200 I often find myself a stranger 
among students. Okemos surely has had lots of 
changes. The good news is: We still have the 
Okemos Pride. We are proud to say we are a part of 
Okemos High School and the Okemos community. I 
know that you, too, feei that peopie "sit up and iake nme" when you say that you 
graduated from OHS. That Chieftain head brings the words to your lips, "We're 
proud of the Chiefs." I sound like a diehard cheerleading coach, don't I? 

These OHS halls hold many memories for you and me, and I am sure we are 
happy to report that very few of them are negative. I have some great ones that 
some of you may remember, too. Like the time that Mr. Cook's sheep spent the 
weekend in the 500 building. What graduating seniors were responsible for that? 
Then there was the time that a very quiet co-op student of mine took a dare and 
rode his motorcycle through the hallway right past my room once. One of my most 
"devilish" students even came back and said, "Mrs. Bowker, you saved my life, my 

that next year we will see even more 
familiar faces. 

3 On 3 Basketbal I 
Tournament 

The Okemos Education Foundation 
will host its 3rd annual 3 on 3 basketball 
tournament on December 26 at the high 
school gym. Teams of three or four 
players can register for the event through 
the Okemos 
Community 
Education office. 
Each participant will 
receive an official 
tournament t-shirt 
and each team is 
guaranteed three 
games with 
individual trophies 

continues on pg 3 

for the winners of each bracket. The 
tournament is open to students of Kinawa 
Middle School, Okemos High School, 
OHS Alumni and current Okemos 
residents. Proceeds from the event are 
used to support Foundation programs for 
the Okemos Public Schools. Sign up now 
to play or be a volunteer at this exciting 
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Okemos' Very Own Phantom 
We all remember Todd Johnson '85 for all 

of his theatrical achievements while at 
Okemos High School. Now the success 
continues as Todd plays the lead role of the 
Phantom in the Original London Stage 
Musical, "The Phantom of the Opera" by Ken 
Hill. The production recently made three 
stops in Michigan on its National Tour. 

Todd's natural ability, along with the 
encouragement of Frank Dewald and Dee 
Greenberg at Okemos High School led him to 

_ pursue his dreams of being a performer. 
After high school, Todd attended the Conservatory of Theater Arts at Webster 
University in St. Louis, Missouri, where he was dismissed for "an inability to focus 
his energies." Following his dismissal , Todd ventured to New York City to get 
some experience and within a month he landed a role as a chorus/understudy with a 
National Touring Production Company. Todd has been working steadily for the 
past four years performing in productions including; Ziegfield: A Night at the 
Follies, Cole Porter's Anything Goes, and in Shakespeare's Twelfth Night for 
which his portrayal of Malvolio was singled out by the L.A. Times in May, 1991 . In 
these past years, Todd has gained focus , real world experience and confidence in 
his abilities. His performance as the Phantom is extraordinary. Following his 
current tour, Todd plans to take some time off, and then possibly return to New 
York City to audition for Broadway companies. He would like to also pursue an 
illustrating career. He reminds us that the love of family and friends is strong and 
true even after months and miles, and it gives you the strength to continue moving 
forward on your path. Best of luck to you Todd! 

A Positive Outlook Helps 

Laurel Boger recently opened The Sweet 
Piece Pastry Shop and Cafe with her 
partner, Kathleen Camey. 

In 1986, Laurel earned an International 
Baking and Pastry Arts degree from 
Johnson and Wales University. She 
recently added a multi-disciplinary 
degree (anthropology, economics and 
German) from Michigan State University. 
Laurel started a dessert catering business 
called "Happy Endings" this past summer 
which developed into her latest venture. 

The Sweet Piece Pastry Shop and Cafe 
has a full deli menu and European 
pastries. They also offer dessert catering. 
Laurel has even made wedding cakes for 
several Okemos alumni! 

1990 Classmate 
Ryan Brandt has completed a U.S. Air 

Force ROTC field training encampment 
at Dover Air Force Base in Delaware. 
The summer curriculum consists of 
orientation on jet aircraft, career 
opportunities, human relations education 
and equal opportunity training. Physical 
fitness and survival training are also 
emphasized. The field training is 
normally attended by cadets between 
their second and third year of college. 
Ryan is currently attending MSU. · 

1970 graduate, Linda Davies Rockey 
was diagnosed as having Crohn's disease 
(an inflammatory bowel disease) shortly 
after graduation. She had many years of 
steroid therapy and had surgery in 1975. 
Two years ago she was diagnosed with 
ulcerative colitis. Linda has turned her 
illness into a positive part of her life by 
forming a monthly support group for 
others with IBD. The group's purpose is 
education and support. If you would like 
more information about the meetings, call 
Linda at 676-4870. 

Opening Opportunities is what the 
Okemos Education Foundation is all about. 

Pictured in GQ 
Tim Wright, class of '81, can be seen 

pictured in the October issue of 
Gentlemen's Quarterly. Tim is a featured 
model in an advertisement for Lubiam. 
You just never know where you will find 
those Okemos graduates! 

"A Little Piece on Earth" 
If you' re looking "for a little piece on 

earth," look no farther than 124A North 
Harrison Road in East Lansing (just north 
of the Harrison Roadhouse). That is 
where our own 1983 Okemos graduate, 

Last year the Okemos Education Foundation opened opportunities by: providing 
mini grants to teachers and staff for innovative projects; helped fund the new Multi 
Media Center allowing the development of a Kinawa newspaper and aiding the High 
School yearbook staff; gave a $2,000 grant to initiate a parent to parent workshop, 
funded the Okemos High School Alumni Association and provided professional 
expertise to get the association up and running; and, provided funds to the National 
Honor Society for medals, to mention just a few. 

The Okemos Education Foundation is currently raising funds for: 
• Homework Hot Line on Cable Channel 19 $3,000 
• Classroom lap-top computer pilot project $30,000 
•Chemistry/physics classroom lab tech center $12,703 
•Leaming center pilot project $15,000 
•Mini grants to teacher $16,000 

If any of these projects are of interest to you and you would like to help or give a 
gift, please contact: 

Micki McCormick, Executive Director 
Okemos Education Foundation 
147 S. Putnam 
Williamston, MI 48895 
Phone: (517) 655-4318 

Donations to the OEF are reserved for innovative programs and "Opening 
Opportunities" for our kids, not for the general funds of the school district and are tax 
deductible. 



Reunion News 

Coming This Summer 
1967 Reunion 

We missed the 25th, but we're going 
for the 26th! When: July 16-18, 1993. If 
anyone is interested in helping out, 
please call Ingrid at (517) 349-1562 or 
write: 1280 Sebewaing, Okemos, MI 
48864. Several of our classmates have 
moved back to the Okemos area. It 
would be great to see all of you just to 
catch up and rekindle old friendships. 

1968 Reunion 
We are planning a weekend 

get-together July 16-18, 1993. There 
will be a golf outing on Friday 
afternoon and an informal gathering that 
evening at Trippers in Frandor. 
Saturday will begin with a family picnic 
in the afternoon. The evening will be 
highlighted by a dinner at the 
University Club. For more information 
call: Jill Tribell at (517) 349-1857. 

- 1971 Reunion 
The class of 1971 had its 20th class 

reunion in the summer of 1991. We had 
over 80 classmates attend and 38 of those 
classmates were from out of state. We 
started with an informal gathering at 
Trippers in East Lansing Friday night. 
That was followed by a dinner-dance 
held at the Holiday Inn in East Lansing 
on Saturday. We ended the weekend with 
a family get-together on Sunday 
afternoon at Grand River Park. Shawn 
Cryderman came the farthest, from 
Okinawa, Japan. Even at that far distance, 
Shawn was very supportive of the 
reunion. The weekend was packed full of 
getting to know everyone again. 

1972 Reunion 
Thanks to the hard working efforts of 8 

classmates; Scott Wood, Gary Stow, 
Alicia Hatton Armstrong, Martha Rhodes 
Bashore, Jamie Bowden Campbell, Mark 
Battaglia, Denny Forsberg, and Wayne 
Phillips, the class of '72 had their 
twentieth reunion on August 29, 1992. 
About 90 classmates attended the 
festivities. The agenda included a golf 
outing at Akers East Golf Course, 
followed by a dinner at the University 
Club. After dinner there was an awards 

1983 Reunion 
The ten year reunion for the class of 

1983 is scheduled for July 31, 1993 at 
the Kellogg Center in East Lansing. 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR NOW! 
The searches for classmates have been 
successful. Thank you to everyone 
who called or mailed in new 
addresses. There are still several 
people m1ssmg, so please help 
locating them if you can. A special 
thank you goes to Pam Davidson 
Dueweke for creating a Chieftain logo 
for the Class of 1983 correspondence. 

1973 Reunion 
Rumor has it that the Class of 1973 

is planning a 20 year reunion around 
July 4, 1993. We hope to have more 
details and a contact person for you by 
the next newsletter. 

program which included such things as 
newest baby (Pat and Nancy Almus), 
longest distance traveled (Tekla 
Dzenowagis came from New Zealand), 
and the most kids (Bonnie Beuthien has 
7!!!). A special thanks to Sky and Jill 
Tribell for video taping and 
photographing the event. 

1982 Reunion 
The reunion for the class of 1982 was a 

great success! We had approximately 175 
people attend; many from California, 
Texas and Michigan. The reunion 
weekend consisted of a "Bar Night," 
Friday, July 31 at Dooleys. August 1 was 
a golf outing at Pine Lake Golf Club. The 
formal reunion was on Saturday evening 
at the Hannah Ballroom. To cap the 
entire weekend, a family picnic was held 
at Wonch Park. It was a terrific time! 

1977 Reunion 
The class of 1977 had its 15 year 

reunion on August 29 at the Brookshire 
Inn. Golf, dinner and music were enjoyed 
by all. It was fun seeing old faces and 
reminiscing through our high school 
years. 

Plans are already in the works for the 
20 year reunion in 1997. We would 
appreciate any ideas or suggestions that 
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anyone has. We also would like to get 
together a larger committee than we have 
had in the past. We have a lot of missing 
classmates and need more people to help 
us in trying to locate them. If you are 
interested in helping on our next reunion 
or if you have any information about 
classmates please contact Debbie Stewart 
Sweeney: 2012 Pattengill, Lansing, MI 
48910. Phone (517) 482-7954. 

Marilyn Bowker continued ... 

typing speed kept me off the front 
lines." Another student who had a 
similar high school philosophy said, 
"Guess what, I am a teacher now. 
The good news is I know all of the 
excuses and pranks because I have 
already done them-they can't get 
away with a thing." Once I ran into a 
young man who was about 4 years 
out of high school. He had gotten into 
BIG trouble with Principal Dolsen 
when he was in high school (this was 
during the 'terrible' 60's). He said, 
''I'd like to know what is going on in 
the school, I hear the kids are really 
bad now-a-days and need some 
discipline." To quote the old cliche, 
" It is all in the eyes of the beholder" 
isn't it? Speaking of Mr. Dolsen, 
some of you will remember the 
'WAD ' t-shirts (they stood for 
Warren A. Dolsen). One was even 
printed for Mrs. Lamb! 

It's hard to accept the changes at 
OHS. Some people have left us. 
Faculty members have retired like, 
Mr. Wright and Mr. Bjorkquist (Mr. 
Wright is teaching community 
college in Florida and Mr. B. 
reportedly is painting). Mrs. Fetters is 
in North Carolina, Luci Baker lives in 
Haslett, and Mrs. Skinner just 
returned from a visit to Alaska. Mr. 
Bob Baker lives in Arizona in the 
winter and Pentwater in the summer, 
and he is still an avid tennis player 
and medalist. Miss Marti lives in the 
South, Mr. Oberlin lives in Florida 
and is employed as a guard for a 
landfill. Mrs. Lamb still is an active 
Meridian historian, Mr. Kapella often 
writes letters to the editor of the State 
Journal, Mrs. Lubkin buys and sells 
imported finery , and Mrs. Bass keeps 
residences in Florida and Michigan. 
It's great to know there are such great 
things waiting down the road. 

1 
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Member Services 
The Okemos High School Alumni 

Association has come a long way this 
year. It now has over 4,600 names in the 
database covering most of the classes 
between 1960 and 1992. OHSAA can 
now offer its members some services. 
Free to anyone from Okemos organizing 
a reunion is a booklet on how to organize 
your reunion and a sheet to gather 
classmate information from. 

For OHSAA members only are other 
services. A class listing on paper is 
available for a small cost. You are ask to 
provide updates of names and addresses 
for that list. The OHSAA will keep your 
class list updated for you. Addresses 
printed on labels are also available. These 
are high quality, laser printed, labels. The 
cost of this service to members is $20. 
One of the greatest services available 
from the alumni association is a search 
for brothers and sisters of your missing 
classmates. This provides any reunion 
committee with a great way to track down 
those hard to find classmates. The 
OHSAA will sell you pre-printed 

Chieftain Chatter 
Okemos High School Alumni Associaton 
4406 N. Okemos Rd. 
Okemos, Ml 48864 

postcards for your 
search (25¢ each) and 
labels of the possible 
brothers and sisters of 
your 
classmates 
depends on 
searched). 

missing 
(price 

amount 

Give the Okemos 
High School Alumni 
Association a try with 
your reunion, they can 
really help! 

For more ;f~.., ~ 
information on these ·~~ A 

services, contact Sky ~ -
or Jill Tribell, 3937 Okemos Alumni Association gathering at Coral Gables, October 2, 
Trailwood 1992. From right to left is Phil Trosko, '84, Natalie Alder Tabor, '84, 

Dr., Steve Parker, 84 and Beth Blesch Barker, '84. 
Okemos, MI 48864 
(517) 349-1857. The 
lists kept by OHSAA is not for 
commercial use. 

Class Liaisons Needed 
The Alumni Association is looking for 

individuals to serve as liaisons between 
their graduating class and the Alumni 
Association. Responsibilities would 

ELAINE DORN PRESTON 
2256 SHAWNEE TR. 
OKEMOS Ml 48864 

include keeping addresses current, 
wnung news about reunions and 
classmates for the Chieftain Chatter. If 
you're interested in getting involved in 
the OHS Alumni Association, please 
contact Beth Barker at (517) 339-4028 or 
write to her through the OHS Alumni 
Association, 4406 N. Okemos Rd., 
Okemos, MI 48864. 
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Missing ... missing. The following people do not have addresses in our class lists and most have upcoming class 
reunions. Please help us locate them. If you know the whereabouts of any of these people, please send their 
address to the Okemos Alumni Association, 4406 N. Okemos Rd., Okemos, MI 48864. Thank you. 

Class of 1963 
Rachel Aseltine 
Rebecca Aseltine 
Karl Boedecker 
KeryByrnes 
Sally Crafton 
Judy Diller 
Charles Durocher 
Nancy Ellison 
Bruce Gardner 
Bruce Gunn 
Gilbert Johnson 
Mary Knudsen 
William McCloud 
Will McPherson 
Jan Miller 
NormaMiller 
Jean Oberlin 
Phil Pearce 
Steve Pfeifer 
Calea Robart 
Linda Sheets 
David Skinner 
Marilyn Wardwell 

Class of 1967 
Geraldine Allen 
Randy Axline 
Dorothy Bemis 
Rick Bloomstrom 
Forrest Burghy 
June Delano 
Julie Duncan 
Nancy Fischer 
Thomas Geahan 
John Gibson 
Gary Grabenstein 
Geri Gutstein 
Dane Hamilton 
Margaret Homeyer 
Lynn Huffman 
Suzanne Kehde 
Marie McMillan 
Carole Montgomery 
Susan Paris 
Becky Parisian 
Barb Parsons 
Steve Reynolds 
Ardyce Schermerhorn 
Bob Sillaway 
Dennis Skinner 
Susan Smith 
Warren Sonnenberg 
Don Stacks 
Terry Standley 
Jeff Statler 
Sally Thomas 
Linda V anAtta 
Bob Webb 
Karen Winslow 

Class of 1968 
Pam Adams 
Jim Alden 
Larry Antrim 
Rich Bemis 
Paula Brown 
Phyllis Burch 
Crs Caldewey 
Ron Carpenter 
Diane Craner 
Peter Dale 
Sue Darling 
Linda Donaldson 
Laura Ferguson 

Donna Flamme 
Steven Foss 
Jeanette Gantoft 
Scott Gates 
Linda Gordon 
Nick Hall 
Jane Hanson 
Carol Hubka 
Cindy Jones 
Bill Kirkpatrick 
Ginny Lumbert 
Guile Mellon 
John Meyers 
Sherrie Neumann 
David Newman 
Sue Parker 
John Paterson 
Rolland Phillips 
Chuck Ryan 
Sue Ryan 
Margie Sarbaugh 
Rick Schendelman 
Bob Scott 
Jack Sims 
Paula Stevens 
Sue Stine 
Gloria Straub 
Lynn Varner 
Doug Whalen 
Betty Woods Shepard 

Class of 1973 
Ruth Allen 
Kathryn Arnold 
Ruth Aseltine 
Mary Baker 
Marcela Basuato 
Sue Carpenter Womop 
Kathy Cummings 
Mike Davis 
Danny Demay 
Tom Dykstra 
Jim Fox 
Tina Furney 
Julia Gallo 
Gretchen Galt 
Bill Gehrs 
Steve Gill 
Phil Haddad 
Kent Hamer 
Pam Harper 
Ann Hayes 
Craig Hilleary 
Gregg Houff 
Rick Imshaug 
Nancy Jacobs 
Sandi Jones 
Pat Kabara 
Ginger Kohl 
Goran Larson 
Connie Laube 
Patty Licht 
Joe Llinas 
Colette Marek Hatfield 
Ann Martin 
Colette Miller 
Rick Neuman 
Jeff Newton 
Dave Olds 
Mary Papsidero 
Bob Pease 
Nancy Phillips 
Barb Polin 
Eric Ratiola 
Lisa Rendell 

Sherrie Reynolds 
Thad Roppel 
Jill Rozenswieg 
Sue Ruble 
Jeff Smith 
Tracy Smith 
Anne Smyka 
Dave Stimson 
Jim Stimson 
Vic Stricker 
Jerry Taylor 
Joanne Thurber 
Bob Tupper 
Sandra Wenck 
Brian Wood 
Kent Woods 
Roger Young 

Class of 1983 
Dan Anderson 
Emily Ball 
Kimberly Beach 
Philip Bonney 
Greg Box 
Nannette Boyd 
William Carlson 
Louise Cassidy 
Tim Copley 
Dennis Cosgrove 
Brian DeRath 
Alexa Diaz 
James Dickinson 
Kimberly Eanes 
Elana Elstein 
Jennifer Ferguson 
Elizabeth Freed 
Christopher Galligher 
Scott Hakes 
Timothy Lang 
Gerald Lax 
Ly Ly 
Son Ly 
John Mikel 
Matthew Mitchell 
Michael Mosley 
Kin-Wah Ng 
Dwane Plaskett 
Robyn Quillin 
Robin Redding 
Michelle Ritter 
James Rudolph 
Randy Shipp 
Stuart Simms 
Chris Simson 
Gregory Smith 
Kimberly Smith 
Dan St. Clair 
Robin Stoudt 
Katherine Swartz 
Amy W arsinski 
Brian West 
Jon Woodruff 



Join Now! 
Become part of the new Okemos Alumni 
Association for only $5 annually. 

• Keep in touch with fellow classmates 
• Get information about the school 

system, teachers & alumni activities 
• Receive two newsletters each year 
• Get assistance in locating 

classmates for class reunions 

First Name 

Address 

City 

Phone 

Make tax deductible donations to: 
Okemos Education Foundation 
Okemos Alumni Association 
4406 N. Okemos Rd. 
Okemos, MI 48864 

Last Name Married Name 

State Zip 

Class of 

D I'm enclosing my $5 for membership 
in the Okemos Alumni Association 

Additional donation of: D D D 
$10 $25 $50 

May 1993 

D 
$100 (lifetime) 



Okemos Alumni Association 

IT-Shirts ] 

T-Shirts s 

White w/maroon logo 

Gray w/maroon logo 
100% cotton (short sleeve) 

Sweatshirts s 

White w/maroon logo 

Gray w/maroon logo 
50% cotton/50% polyester (long sleeve) 

I Sweatshirts J 

M L XL Total Qty Price Total 

x $13 = $ 
I I 
I I 

x $13 = $ 
I I 

M L I XL I Total Qt~ Price I Total 

x $25 = $ 

x $25 = $ -
Shipping ($3 each)~ 

Grand Total $ 

Excellent Qualityl 

First Name llast Name 

Address 

City 

Phone 

I State I Zip 

Make checks payable to: Okemos Alumni Association 
4406 N. Okemos Rd. 
Okemos, Ml 48864 


