
Harry Allan Foster, son of Fred L. (1885-1949) and Alma J. (Radewald) 
(1890-1978) Foster, was born 22 October 1934, Niles, Berrien County, 

Michigan.  He graduated from Niles High School 
and attended Michigan State University where he 
majored in agriculture economics and was, 
among other pursuits, president of Michigan 
Farm Bureau Young People.  In July 1959 he 
married Margaret L. Thar. 

Harry, with 5 children in the Okemos Public 
School system, was appointed to the Okemos 
Board of Education in 1979 to fill a 
vacancy.  Elected to the board 
June of 1979 he became board 
president for the 1982-1983 
school year.  Harry did not seek re-
election in June 1983. 

Harry and Margaret celebrated 36 
years and 5 children together 
before Harry died 11 March 1996.  
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HARRY A. FOSTER 

Loving husband, father and grandfather, died Monday March 11, 1996, at 
his home in Okemos.  He is now at home with his Lord.  Harry was born 
and reared on a family farm in Southwestern Michigan's Berrien County.  
He graduated from Niles High School where he was active in the student 
council, the football team and wrestling squad.  He also participated in 4-H, 
FFA and Farm Bureau Young People.  Harry was an alumnus of Michigan 
State University where he completed the Agricultural Technology Program 
and earned a Bachelor of Science Degree in Agricultural Economics.  Harry 
had a long and distinguished career devoted to the marketing of Michigan 
farm commodities.  Over his career, he focused on the asparagus, plum, 
cherry, potato and grape industries.  He was currently the Executive 
Director of the Michigan Asparagus Advisory Board and the Michigan Plum 
Advisory Board.  Harry was among the marketing leaders who drafted and 
spurred enactment of Michigan Public Acts 232, 244 and 153, enabling 
commodity producers to form self-financed bargaining, promotion and 
development programs that are models for the nation.  He helped fund and 
guide such organizations as the Asparagus Division of the Michigan 
Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Association, the Michigan Asparagus 
and Plum Advisory Boards and the Michigan Asparagus Research 
Committee.  He also served in a number of the cherry industry groups, 
including the Michigan Cherry Committee, Michigan Association of Cherry 
Producers and the National Red Cherry Institute.  Harry also had a 
leadership role in the formation of "Asparagus USA", a national industry 
organization.  He participated in "Michigan for Quality, Inc.", a consortium 
of Michigan Horticultural Marketers that promoted the state's varied 
agricultural products and played a major role organizing "Michigan 
Gourmet", a plan by which foods produced in the state are featured in 
weekly education television programs.  Harry was a longtime friend of MSU 
and Cooperative Extension.  He also served on several extension advisory 
groups, including the Michigan Vegetable Council.  Harry was active in his 



community.  He was a member of Okemos Community Church and served 
as President on the Okemos Board of Education while his children were in 

high school.  He also envisioned and founded the Dyslexia Resource Center 
(Meridian Language Arts Center).  Harry is survived by his wife of 36 years, 
Margaret (Thar); 4 daughters, Suzanne (Alex) Hartley of Orlando FL, Jane 
(Eric) Haynor of Hamilton, New Zealand, Kimberlee Foster of Farmington 
Hills and Mary (David) Sibilsky of Durham, NC; a son, James Foster of 
Suttons Bay; grandsons, Joshua and Jarrod Hartley; 2 brothers, John 
(Emily) and Dale (Lois) Foster; 2 sisters, Frances Quirk and Barbra 
(Edward) Kolm; 4 brothers-in-law, their families and several nieces and 
nephews.  A Memorial Celebration of Harry's life will be held on Friday 
March 15, 2 p.m., at the Okemos Community Church with the Rev. Charles 
Grauer officiating. 
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